
May 21, 2017 ~ Sunday of the Man Born Blind 
  

Liturgical Services for This Week 
Thursday, May 25 (Holy Day of Obligation) 
 10:00 a.m. ~ The Ascension of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ 

Friday, May 26 
 10:00 a.m. ~ Moleben to the Mother of God 

Saturday, May 27 
   5:00 p.m. ~ Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council 
   Epistle Reader: Evelyn Poleschuk 

Sunday, May 28 
 10:00 a.m. ~ Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council 
   Epistle Reader: Larissa Warywoda 

Heartfelt thanks to the members of St. George’s Society for putting on the wonderful Mother’s Day Brunch last Sunday after 
the Divine Liturgy, with special recognition to Fred Humeniuk who, once again, spearheaded this annual traditional event. It 
was a very pleasant occasion. May you all continue to love and serve God unconditionally for many more years to come. 

We welcome Jonathan Bryan Michael Opaski, son and fourth child of Bryan and Michelle Opaski into our Christian 
family, who received the Holy Sacrament of Baptism in the Byzantine Rite on May 20. May the light of the Risen 
Christ shine over Jonathan all the days of his life! 

First Solemn Holy Communion will be held next Sunday, May 28 at the 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy. We invite all parishion-
ers to congratulate our two candidates, Henry Keith McGee and Mckenna Marie Piilo as they receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist on their own, no longer being brought forth, an important step into their spiritual lives.  

It is with great sadness that we mourn the passing of †Cathy Burke (née Prystanski) on Thursday, May 18. There will be no 
service at this time. May the Risen Lord accept her into His heavenly kingdom, number her among the just, grant her rest 
among the saints, and may her memory be eternal for Christ is risen ~ Христос воскрес! 

Funeral Services for the departed servant of Christ, †Peter V. Gacuk, who fell asleep this past January 21 in Ajax, 
Ontario, will take place at Holy Cross Church on Friday, June 2 at 10 a.m., followed by a memorial luncheon in our 
parish hall. Internment will follow at Mountainview Cemetery. All parishioners, especially St. George’s members, are 
humbly requested to attend. May his memory be eternal ~ Christ is risen! 

St. George’s Society is sponsoring another Cabbage Roll Making Session and Sale for Tuesday, June 6, primar-
ily for parishioners only, but will open it up to the public if a sufficient quantity is not pre-ordered. Traditional rice-
filled cooked or raw frozen will be available, and as a special treat buckwheat (hrechanyky) also!  Please sign the 
sheet in the narthex, or send an e-mail to mawatral@tbaytel.net to do so. Last day to order is Friday, June 2. 

Your Return Gift to God 

     May 13/14 

  Envelopes: $1,540.00 

   Candles: $38.30 
  Eparchial Needs: $70.00 

  Special Projects: $125.00 

  Mission Collection: $52.25 
 
The Mission Collection for the month of May is 
designated for Urban Abbey’s ‘Thrive’ Program.  

I n today’s Gospel account, Jesus and His disciples encounter a man who’s been blind from birth. The disciples look at this man 
and what do they see? They don’t see a man in need of healing, do they? They’re blind to his pain. Their presuppositions have 

blinded them first to the possibilities of the situation, and second to their purpose for being there. Their understanding of the man’s 
blindness is, in fact, no different from that of the Pharisees. Their understanding of the world is one of cause and effect. Illnesses must 
be the result of God’s judgement on sin. Whether it’s the person’s sin or his parents’ is a matter of debate, but, according to them, clear-
ly sin must be involved. This is actually an attitude that you still find in some Christian circles today. Some people still attribute suffer-
ing and illness to sinfulness on the part of those suffering or those who are close to them. But Jesus blows that idea out of the water. He 
says the only thing God intends with this man’s blindness is that God's works might be revealed in him. There’s nothing sinister about 
this illness. There’s no sense of retribution associated with it. It’s just the way things happen sometimes. But in this case God is going 
to use it to reveal His glory. 

Think about these words of Jesus: “We must do the works of Him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.” 
They’re words to us as well as to the disciples. When God shines His light on the world, we need to be ready to point out the way God 
is at work in people’s lives, so we can give Him the glory, and so we can bring people from spiritual blindness to spiritual sight. 

 - Excerpt from a sermon by Chris Appleby 



 

“When you have a clean mind 
and a pure heart, you have 

20/20 spiritual vision. 
And you see God at work 

in our world.” 
- Anonymous 

In two weeks time, we will celebrate Holy and Glorious 
Pentecost (Зелені Свята). On this occasion, it is our tra-
dition to visit the gravesites of our departed loved ones 
and to pray for them. Since there are a number of ceme-

teries scattered throughout our city, it is impractical to accomplish 
this on one day. Furthermore, this year, both calendars coincide. 
Therefore, the schedule will be as follows: Sunday, June 4 begin-
ning at 2 p.m. at the Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery (West Arthur St.) 
with a joint Panakhyda for our pioneers, followed by individual 
prayers at gravesites, and 3 p.m. at St. Patrick’s/Mountainview Cem-
etery (Broadway Ave); Saturday, June 10 beginning at 10 a.m. at 
St. Andrew’s Cemetery (Oliver Road). Please contact Father Stepan 
if you wish to have a service at Sunset Memorial Gardens.  

Readings for the Sunday of the Holy Fathers 
(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God 

at next weekend’s Divine Liturgy) 

As you read, ask yourself, “What thoughts, ideas, words or images 
come to mind?” and “What are the connections between them?” 

This will make them easier and richer to understand. 

St. George’s Society 
Thank you to those members who came out to help pre-
pare and serve the food and drink for the annual Moth-
er’s Day Breakfast. May God bless you and your efforts. 

The next SSGA bingo training session will take place on 
Tuesday, May 23 at 7 p.m. in our parish hall. Those 
interested in attending, please inform Gerry B. 

Members who have been nominated for a 2017 Ontario 
Volunteer Service Award are reminded of the award 
ceremony at the Valhalla Inn on Tuesday, May 23 at 
7:00 p.m. Your attendance is requested. 

TIME CHANGE: Our next monthly meeting will take 
place on Sunday, May 28 (following the Liturgy) at 
11:30 a.m. Lunch will be served. All members are en-
couraged to attend. This will be the last one before the 
Annual Dinner Meeting on June 22. 

Love and Service to God since 1960! 

 

 

Attention all members! Our regular monthly meeting will take 
place this Thursday, May 25 at 1:30 p.m. preceded by a mini-
tournament (TBD) starting at 12:30 p.m. Following the meeting, 
bingo will take place as usual. Refreshments will be available al-
so. Hope to see many present! 

We will be making pyrohy on Tuesday, May 30. Orders are now 
closed. All members are encouraged to come out and help on 
that day starting at 9:00 a.m. Any assistance from friends and 
family will also be appreciated. 

NOW ACCEPTING DONATIONS ONLINE - Monetary donations can now be accepted online through the Holy Cross web-
site (www.holycrosstbay.com/donate). Parishioners, family and friends can now contribute by a one-time gift using any major 
credit card, or by setting up automatic weekly donations through a PayPal account. All donations are eligible for tax receipts. If 
you have any questions about any aspect of either process, please contact Andrea Warywoda, Parish Council Chair at 629-6818. 

Walk for Alzheimer’s - Saturday, May 27 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The Walk for Alzhei-
mer’s brings together friends, families, colleagues, businesses, organizations, and community 
groups to walk in honour and in memory of individuals affected by Alzheimer’s disease. We walk 
to advance the cause and raise funds to address the needs of these individuals and their care part-
ners in our community. Pledge forms are available at 180 Park Avenue, Suite 310, or online at 
www.walkforalzheimers.ca. 

King of the Lobster Supper - Saturday, June 3 at the Columbus Centre (corner of Arthur and 
May) from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Guaranteed 3 lobsters, salads, scalloped potatoes, dessert, rolls 
and coffee/tea. Tickets and price are available at the Centre Office or by calling Rosie at 623-3252 
to purchase your tickets with a credit card. No tickets sold after Monday, May 29 at 5:00 p.m. 

Question of the week - What do John Iwasenko, Barbara Oleksuk, Gloria Sherban, Morris 
Tarnawsky, Walter Warywoda and Dr. Larry Watral all have in common? They all volunteer at 
the Staal Open! More volunteers are needed for this year’s event, being held July 10 to 16, 2017 
at Whitewater Golf Club.  For details, go to www.staalopen.ca and click on “Get Involved”. 

Tickets for the 50th 
Anniversary Dinner 
and Dance are avai-
lable for purchase in 

the narthex after each Satur-
day/Sunday Divine Liturgy. 
Get yours before they go up in 
price on August 1st. 

For those who have already 
purchased their tickets, you 
may reserve places in ad-
vance, but only if you have a 
complete table of eight (8) 
people. Please call Sherry 
Opaski at 767-0253 or email 
her at saopaski@gmail.com. 
Reservations for less than 
table of 8 will be at a later 
date. If you have any ques-
tions, please call Sherry at any 
time. Thank you! ☺ 

http://www.holycrosstbay.com/donate
http://www.staalopen.ca
mailto:saopaski@gmail.com


 H ave you ever made a mud pie? Making mud pies is one 
great thing you can do with mud, but in our Bible 

story today, Jesus does something even more wonderful 
with a little mud. Listen… 

One day, Jesus was walking with His disciples when they 
saw a man who had been blind since birth. The disciples 
thought that man was blind because he or his parents 
had sinned, but Jesus told them, "It is not because of his 
sins or his parents' sins. This happened so that the power 
of God could be seen in his life." Then Jesus knelt down, 
spit on the ground, and stirred up some mud. He took 
the mud and put it on the blind man's eyes. He told him, 
"Now, go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam." The man 
went and washed the mud from his eyes and when he 
came back, he could see!  

Now, you would think that everyone would think that it 
was wonderful that the blind man could see, but the 
Pharisees weren't. Do you know why? Because Jesus 

healed the blind man on the Sabbath. The Pharisees 
thought that was a sin to do anything on the Sabbath -- 
even if it was to help someone in need. You see, they 
were more concerned with keeping their religious laws 
than they were with helping people. When the Pharisees 
asked the man how he had been healed, he told them 
that Jesus had healed him. They became angry and said 
to him, "God should get the glory for this -- we know this 
man Jesus is a sinner." 

"I don’t know whether He is a sinner," the man replied. 
"But I do know this: I was blind, and now I can see!" 

Everyone faces problems in their lives, but if Jesus can 
heal a blind man with a little bit of mud, He can help you 
and me with anything we might be facing. 

Heavenly Father, we are here today in need of the touch 
of Jesus. We pray that lives will be changed so that Your 
name will be glorified. In Jesus' name we pray, amen. 

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 


