
           8-го квітня  2018 р. ~ Томина Неділя          April 8, 2018 ~ Sunday of St. Thomas 

Epistle ~ Acts 5: 12-20 19-31 
Troparia and special texts are found on page 4 of the white Easter Season booklets 

Epistle Readers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Linda Douglas 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Michael Watral    

Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Frances Puchalski 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Christopher Tennant 

L ike Thomas, we want to see God tangibly in the circumstances of our lives. "Lord, make this hap-
pen and we will believe." We try and coerce God into doing something for us. Then, like Thomas, 

we must hear Jesus’ gentle rebuke, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
Jesus says, “Peace, I give unto you.” He wants you to have this “peace.” Peace that brings “order, 
harmony, and spiritual well-being.” And the good news is you can have it, and enjoy it right now, at 
this very moment. All you have to do is receive this gift of peace, by faith. Receive Jesus as your Lord 
and Saviour, and you’ll have His promised peace.                                       ~ from a sermon by Geoffrey Foot 

M AY THE RISEN CHRIST bless the many 
individuals who assisted to make the Len-

ten, Holy Week and Easter celebrations so beau-
tiful and meaningful. From those of our Music 
Ministry for their faithful leadership in the vari-
ous services and liturgies and the many singers 
under their direction, to those who set up and 
disassembled the tomb and decorated the church 
so lovely, to those who helped iron the linens and 
change the altar cloths, to the members of St. 
George’s Society and parishioners who were 
present to watch over and pray at Our Lord’s 
tomb on Friday evening and Saturday, to those 
who participated in the processions on Good Fri-
day and Easter morning, to those who facilitated 
with the children’s Easter Basket workshop and 
those who participated in the Easter basket bless-
ing, to everyone who was present at the celebra-
tion of the Resurrectional Divine Liturgy on 
Easter Sunday, to those who attended Bright 
Week services, and last, but not least, to those 
who set-up, prepare the food, and will serve and 
clean-up after our parish Easter Dinner. Your 
time and effort are sincerely appreciated! We 
pray for all of you that you may be spiritually 
uplifted during this holy and glorious season! 

Christ is risen! Dear brothers and sisters, “Happy post-Easter to you!”  Please 
accept my sincerest gratitude to you and your families and especially to your 
youngest!  Thank you for your greetings with words, cards and financial 
support, thus turning my humble existence into the feeling of “the Midas 
touch”. It was also nice to see so many children at the time of the Paschal 
food blessing. Let them come to our church each Saturday/Sunday along 
with their parents, for Jesus loves and blesses the little children always! 

~ Fr. Stepan Didur 

Thanks to Dr. Don and Mrs. Mary Ann Lysak for purchasing and donating 
a much-needed new ironing board for the sacristy. May God bless you both! 

We welcome Ava Anne Chuka, daughter of Neil and Heather (née 
Hrychuk) Chuka into our Christian family, who received the Holy Sacra-
ment of Baptism in the Byzantine Rite on April 4. May the light of the Risen 
Lord shine over Ava all the days of her life and grant her and her family 
many happy and blessed years. Многая і благая літа! Христос воскрес! 

Our Parish Easter Dinner (Свячене) takes place on Sunday following the  
Divine Liturgy. Please join us in this community sharing of a festive meal. 

The annual Children of Chornobyl Panakhyda and Reception will be 
held at Holy Cross on Sunday, April 22 beginning at 2:00 p.m. with the 
candlelight service in the church followed by a gathering/mini-concert in 
our hall. Door prizes and a light lunch will be provided. Admission is free.  

Applications for St. George’s Scholarship are now available in the narthex. 
All potential high school graduates, who are parishioners of Holy Cross, are 
encouraged to apply. The deadline is Monday, May 1.  

Several parishioners have requested that we resume reciting/praying the 
Rosary before the Divine Liturgy. We will, therefore, need time to draw up 
a schedule of those who wish to lead or share the task on a rotating basis and 
hope to do so for the month of May (as a launch point). Please sign the sheet 
in the narthex if you are willing to take on this important responsibility. 

Easter Sunday - April 1 
Envelopes: $2,696.00         Candle Offering: $188.75 

Special Projects: $115.00     Initial Offering: $23.00             
Clergy Benevolent Fund: $5.00 

*Flowers for the Tomb: $5.00 

Thank you for your generosity! Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

* Donations for flowers, to help adorn our Lord’s 
tomb, and will remain to beautify the sanctuary, to-
talled $248.00 which more than covered the cost this 
year. ($209.50). Many, many thanks to all! 

The Mission Collection for the month of April is 
designated for the Salvation Army,  

 

Saturday, April 14 

  5:00 p.m. ~ Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing Women 
            Epistle Reader: Joseph Myslicki 

Sunday, April 15 

10:00 a.m. ~ Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing Women 
   Epistle Reader: Andrika Warywoda 



Community Events of Interest 

Two-Bit Auction - Wednesday, April 11 at the Slovak Le-
gion Branch 129 Hall, 801 Atlantic Avenue, sponsored by the 
RCL Ladies Auxiliary. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; activities 
start at 7:00 p.m. Great baskets, food and refreshments, and a 
lot of fun! Tickets: $5.00 each. Call 623-3354 ext. 2 for yours. 

Sprinkle of Spring Tea - sponsored by St. Dominic Church 
CWL, Sunday, April 15 from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in St. 
Dominic Parish Hall, 130 W. Redwood Ave. featuring draws, 
Bake Table, Penny Auction, Sewing Table, sandwiches & 
dainties. Ticket prices: Adults: $6.00/person; children (5-12): 
$4.00; (4 and under): free.  

Lakehead Choral Group will have its annual spring concert 
“Night and Day” on Wednesday, April 25 at 7:30 p.m. at 
St. Agnes Church (Mary St. at Brown St). Tickets are $15 in 
advance, $18 at the door. Ticket locations include Rollason 
Flowers, Kitchen Nook & Finnish Book Store and Music 
World Academy, and can also be purchased from choir mem-
bers. See Susan Soldan for your tickets. 

Spring Yard Sale - Saturday, April 28 from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. sponsored by St. Agnes 
Church Youth. Have anything to offer? Donations 
are gratefully being accepted and can be dropped 
off at the rectory (1019 Brown St.) during office hours 
(Tuesday to Friday - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.). 

An Evening of Colour & Energy! - Chaban Ukrainian Dance 
Group presents its annual concert "Beauty and the Beets 
Beats”, Saturday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m. at the Thunder Bay 
Community Auditorium. To get tickets, visit the TBCA box 
office, call (807) 684-4444, or order online at www.tbca.com. 
This is a fun, family-friendly evening you won’t want to miss! 

      St. George’s Society 
Wonderful news! We were able to pick up a bingo this past 
April 4 - thanks to our volunteers who helped at the last mi-
nute. The next bingo training session for new volunteers will 
take place on Sunday, April 15 from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Su-
perior Shores at which we need more members (and parishion-
ers) to attend. Your help is gratefully appreciated. The next 
refresher training session is Sunday, April 22 from 4:00 to 
5:00 p.m. as well. This is important as new requirements are 
being instituted. Please inform Gerry Bullock when and if you 
plan to attend. May and June dates will be published soon. 

Our next monthly meeting is Sunday, April 29 at 7:00 p.m. 
Members are encouraged to attend; there’ll be much to discuss. 

Love and Service to God since 1960! 

Readings for the Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing Women 
 (to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

Epistle: Acts of the Apostles 6: 1-7 
Gospel:  Mark 15: 43 - 16: 9 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions, 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

     Holy Cross Golden Agers 
Regular activities happen every Thursday afternoon at the 
usual time (doors open at 12:30 p.m.) when new members 
are welcome to join. Membership is just $10 per year and 
well worth it. Come check us out this week! 

Orders for our next pyrohy making session on Tuesday, 
May 29 can be placed anytime. Contact Ann Kozlowski at 
622-3006 or Ann (G) Opaski at 577-2805 now to get your 
name of the list. The price is now $6 per dozen for cooked 
or raw frozen. Help spread the word before the maximum 
amount of orders are reached.  

The next bus to Grand Portage will leave the church park-
ing lot on Wednesday, April 18 at 3:45 p.m. and return @ 
10:00 p.m. Please contact Ann Kozlowski or Ann Opaski as 
soon as possible (numbers are above) to book your seat. 
This is a free service. Non-members (18 years and up) with 
valid passports are invited also. Come join us for the relax-
ing ride and rollicking recreation! 

Church Bulletin Bloopers 
The following is a list of actual church bulletin bloopers 
collected through the years (but not from our parish!) 

If you would like to make a donation, fill out a form, enclose 
a check, and drip in the collection basket. 

The rosebud on the altar this morning is to announce the 
birth of David Alan Smith, the sin of Rev. & Mrs. Jules Smith. 

Weight Watchers will meet on Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. Please 
use large double door at the side entrance. 

On Saturday, the church will host an evening of fine dining, 
superb entertainment, and gracious hostility. 

The 8th-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in 
the church basement on Friday at 7 p.m. The congregation 
is invited to attend this tragedy. 

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 
“What is Hell?”. Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

Let us join Darwin and Elizabeth in the celebration of their 
wedding and bring their happiness to a conclusion.  

“Doubting” Thomas Didn’t Doubt 

D ESPITE WHAT MILLIONS of sermons by thousands 
of preachers have told you, “doubting” Thomas didn’t 

doubt, but rather he was a-believing because in John’s Gospel, 
belief isn’t about an intellectual assent to some list of facts, 
but instead, belief is about a relationship. When Jesus died on 
the cross, so too did His relationship with Thomas. Thomas 
believed Jesus, he gave Him his heart and his hope, and that 
belief couldn’t live beyond the grave. Unless, that is, Jesus 
lived beyond the grave, and that is so hard to fathom, that 
Thomas wanted proof before he handed his heart over to be 
burned again. 

We all have doubts from time to time, that’s a normal part of 
living the life of faith, we shouldn’t begrudge Thomas for 
doubting (even if he didn’t).  What Jesus longs for in this post-
resurrection encounter with Thomas is that we all might be-
lieve in Him by handing over our hearts and our hopes that He 
might bring them to the fullness of joy.  That’s what living an 
Easter life is all about.  That’s what Thomas wanted; he just 
needed to see it, touch it, experience it before he was willing 
to risk that relationship again. 

- by Steve Pankey 



O n the evening of the first Sunday after Jesus had 
been crucified, His disciples were together in a 

locked room. They were afraid that those who had cruci-
fied Jesus would also want to put them to death. Sud-
denly, Jesus appeared there in the locked room with the 
disciples. It was hard to believe, but they saw Him and 
Jesus showed them His wounds in His hands and His side, 
so they knew it was He. 

One of the disciples, whose name was Thomas, was not 
with the others when Jesus appeared to them. When they 
told Thomas that they had seen Jesus, he did not believe 
them. He had seen Him crucified and buried, so how 
could He be alive? Thomas said, "Unless I see the wound 
in His side and put my finger in the holes where the nails 
were in His hands, I will not believe it!" 

A week later, the disciples were in the locked room again 
and this time Thomas was with them. Again, Jesus came 
and stood among the disciples. Jesus, said to Thomas, 

"Put your finger here; see My hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it into My 
side. Stop doubting and believe." 

Thomas fell on his knees and exclaimed, 
"My Lord and my God!" 

Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen Me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed." 

You and I have never seen Jesus with our own eyes. The 
question is: will we be a doubter, or will we be one of 
those whom Jesus said were blessed because they be-
lieve, even though they have not seen? 

Dear Father, help us to believe in our heart the truths we 
find in Your Holy Word, even though we have not seen 
them with our eyes. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

Christ is risen! Indeed He is risen! 
Source: www.sermons4kids.com 


