
30
-го 

грудня
 
 2018 р. ~ Неділя по Різдві Христовім 

Пам`ять Святих і Праведних Йосифа Обручника, 
Давида Царя, і Якова, Брата Господнього 

December 30, 2018 ~ Sunday after Christmas 
Commemoration of the Holy and Righteous Joseph, 

David the King, and James, Brother of the Lord 

 

Epistle: Galatians 1: 11-19

Epistle Readers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Michael Watral 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Walter Warywoda 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Francis Puchalski 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Mary Ann Lysak 

 Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts gratefully, 
cultivate them responsibly, share them generously & lovingly with others, 

and return them with increase to the Lord. 

December 22/23 & Christmas  

Envelopes: $1,512.00  Mission: $73.60 

Special Projects: $30.00 

The Nativity of Our Lord (Christmas): $2,771.20 

Thank you for your generosity ~ Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

December’s Mission Collection is designated for St. Andrew’s 
Dew Drop Inn. 

Unfortunately, due to low interest this year, Christmas carolling, scheduled for 
the afternoon of December 30, has been cancelled. Thank you to those who 
signed up. We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. We’ll try 
again next year with a notice in early December 2019. 

There is still a number of 2019 Parish Collection Envelopes boxes 
available for pick-up in the narthex. Do not use them until January. 
Remember: the numbering system has again been reorganized, so 
please check the box and ensure that your name is on it. Income tax 

receipts for 2018 will be available in late January/early February. As this is a 
major task, please allow our bookkeeper Michele time to prepare them and 
refrain from calling the office. Thank you for your cooperation and patience. ☺ 

Attention Epistle Readers & Eucharistic Ministers! The 2019 schedules are 
now available. Check the box in the narthex for your copies. We thank you for 
serving the Lord and His Church again in these important ministries. May God 
bless you all with continued strength and selfless volition.  

Christ is Born! Dear Brothers and Sisters, thank 
you for your prayers, Christmas wishes and 
cards, and for the “Gifts of Love”! 

May your generous gifts be reflected upon you and your 
families by the Heavenly Providence in the form of God’s 
blessings, prosperity, and good health. Thank you for 
sharing this Christmas Feast like one family within Holy 
Cross Parish. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all 
of you! 

~ Father Stepan Didur ~ 

I n today’s Gospel account, a seeming 
detour into Egypt is actually a pro-

phetic call; even Jesus' hometown reverber-
ates with prophetic resonance. But let us be 
reminded that God can accomplish His plan 
through obedient men and women....even 

Joseph didn’t know the exact details. He obeyed the dream. 
Potential doom looms over these early chapters of Matthew. 
It is of extreme importance of Joseph’s obedience in the 
growing life of Jesus as the world is not definitely in unani-
mous acclamation and recognition of our Saviour. 

Joseph did not understand the how and the why of this 
whole thing, but he acted in simple faith on the word of 
God’s messenger. He believed that the word from God was 
true, and he complied with what God had said. Joseph 
obeyed the Lord. He was an obedient servant of God. We 
should also be willing to obey the teachings of the New Tes-
tament even though we may not always know the reasons 
why God issues certain commands. We must remember that 
our faith in Christ becomes a real faith (a saving faith) only 
when it is validated by obedience. It is not merely he who 
attends church services each Sunday and says “Glory forev-
er!” that shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of the heavenly Father (Matthew 7:21). All of us need 
a frame of mind that is set to do the will of God, and that is 
determined to carry out the instructions of the Scriptures. 

~ condensed and edited from a sermon by Bubot Parago 

Tuesday, January 1, 2019 

10:00 a.m. ~ Feast of the Circumcision of 
Our Lord and St. Basil the Great 
 
Saturday, January 5 

  5:00 p.m. ~ The Theophany of Our Lord 
   (major parts will be sung) 

 Epistle Reader: Gloria Sherban 
 Eucharistic Minister: Zenya Puchalski 

 
Sunday, January 6 

10:00 a.m. ~ The Theophany of Our Lord 
    and Great Water Blessing 

Epistle Reader: Mary Ann Lysak 
Eucharistic Minister: Murray Salomon 
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Holiday Smiles and Chuckles 

A FTER ALL the Christmas presents had been opened, 
the five-year-old little granddaughter sat under the tree, 

looking pensive. Her grandmother asked her if Santa had 
been good to her. 

“You know, Baba,” she replied with a huge smile, 
“sometimes the presents you get are better than the ones you 
wished for.” 
 

O NE OF THE GREAT unsolved mysteries of life is 
how you can get 24 pounds of leftovers from an 18-

pound turkey. 
 

C OREY, a seven-year-old boy asked his father why peo-
ple celebrate Christmas. Wanting him to know there are 

many religions, his father began to explain that some people 
do not have Christmas. 

“I know,” he interrupted, and in a world-weary tone stated, “I 
know Dad. Some people celebrate ‘Harmonica.’” 

Holy Cross Golden Agers 
We are now on our holiday/winter break. Regu-
lar Thursday afternoon activities will resume on 
February 7, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. when new mem-
bers are welcome to join. Until then, we wish all 
current members a Happy New Year! 

Want to get away but not in the mood to drive during the 
winter? Then you’re in luck. The next bus to Grand Portage 
is scheduled for Wednesday, January 16, 2019, leaving the 
church parking lot @ 3:45 p.m. and returning @ 10:00 p.m. 
To book your seat, please call Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or 
Ann (G) Opaski (577-2805) before mid-January. This is a 
free service for those 18 years and older who have a valid 
passport. Come join us for the ride and recreation!  

“Do not regret growing older. 
It’s a privilege denied to many.” 

Readings for the Theophany of Our Lord 
(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

Epistle: Titus 2: 11-14; 3: 4-7 
(Sound Doctrine and Christian Conduct) 

Gospel:  Matthew 3: 13-17 
(The Baptism of Jesus) 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions: 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

‘Mini-Monster Bingo’ - Sunday, December 31 at Superior 
Shores Gaming Centre, 435 Memorial Avenue, 6:45 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. Doors open at 4 p.m. with dinner 
following from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Tickets 
limited; $60 per person (18 years and over). 
Featuring elevated jackpots including a $3,000 
final full card, plus 3 swag bags and gift card random raffles - 
over $10,000 in guaranteed prizes. Help ring in the New Year 
while supporting local charities! 

Malanka ~ New Year’s Eve Ukrainian Style - Presented by 
Zorya Ukrainian Dance Association, Saturday, January 12, 
2019 at the RC Slovak Legion, 801 Atlantic Ave. Symposium: 
6:00 p.m.; Dinner: 7:00 p.m. Entertainment by the Zorya 
Dancers. Music by Danny Johnson and 21 Gun 
Fun. Featuring Kolomeyka, 50/50 Draw, and 
Late-night Snacks. Advanced tickets only. $65 
per person; $500 for a table of 8; $625 for a table 
of 10. Tickets available at the Slovak Legion (call 
632-3354) or contact Alice Chony at 577-2100. 
Насолоджуймось разом! 

N ow that Christmas Day has passed, the presents have 
been opened, and the feast has been prepared (and eat-

en!), it's time to take down the Christmas tree, pack up the 
decorations, and start dreaming about next Christmas, right? 
NO! Christmas has only just begun. And while most of us 
may find it hard to sustain our celebration of Christmas all the 
way through until the traditional end of the season on Febru-
ary 2, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, we can easily 
celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, which end with the 
Feast of the Theophany of our Lord on January 6. 

In an important way, Theophany completes the Christmas 
feast, because it is the day that the Most Holy Trinity was 
clearly revealed and bore witness to the divinity of Christ at 
His Baptism in the Jordan River, when the voice of His heav-
enly Father said, “This is My Son, the Beloved, with Whom I 
am well pleased.” (Matthew 3: 17) 

* * * * * * * * * 

     St. George’s Society 
 

The first bingo for us in 2019 is an evening 
session on Thursday, January 17. The 
next training session for new volunteers is 

scheduled for Sunday, January 13 (4 p.m. - 5 p.m.) held at 
Superior Shores Gaming Centre, 435 Memorial Avenue. Please 
consider coming out to be trained. We would like to increase 
our pool of volunteers (parishioners are welcome, too). 

At this time of the year, we wish all members and their signif-
icant others a very special holiday season with all the best in 
2019! Our first meeting in the new year will be the annual 
‘Super Bowl’ Meeting on Sunday, February 3 beginning at 
4:30 p.m. followed by a dinner and social. Hope to see mem-
bers — and some new faces as well — in attendance. 

The 2019 Usher Schedule is now posted on the narthex bulle-
tin board, and there are still opportunities for members to vol-
unteer their services as, unfortunately, many of the blanks 
have not been filled in. We ask all able members to make it 
one of your New Year’s resolutions and to sign up for one (or 
two) months. Remember: there is no substitute for the minis-
try of an usher. Like John the Baptist, ushers are forerunners 
for all other ministries in the congregation. And according to 
one of our general objectives, St. George’s Society was 
founded to assist the members to participate more intimately 
in the life of the Church, thus assisting the Reverend Pastor in 
executing the specific works assigned to them (Article II, Sec-
tion 1, b). Let us continue this important ministry! 

Love and service to God since 1960! 
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D id you receive a lot of gifts for Christmas? You probably 
did. Of all of the gifts that you received for Christmas, 

what was the very best one? What was your favourite? Your 
feelings may have changed since Christmas morning. Howev-
er, there is one thing about Christmas gifts -- no matter how 
much you enjoy receiving them, they just don't last. Some of 
you may have received new clothes. They look nice and you 
enjoy wearing them, but sooner or later, they wear out, go 
out of style, or you outgrow them. Many of you received 
toys and games. You really enjoy the toys, but eventually, 
they either get broken or you get tired of playing with them. 
Perhaps you got some candy. Well, when you eat it, it is gone 
-- except for what you wind up wearing around your waist. 

There is one Christmas gift that is different. It never wears 
out. It never goes out of style. You will never become tired 
of it. It is like the Energizer Bunny -- it is a gift that keeps on 
giving year, after year, after year. Do you know what that 
gift is? It is the true gift that Christmas is all about. It is 
God's gift to us: His Son, Jesus. 

The Bible tells us that all who receive 
Jesus and believe in His name become 
the children of God! When we become 
the children of God, we have all of 
the rights and privileges of being His 
child. He will love us, protect us, and 
provide everything that we need. The 
best part is that it never ends. The 
Bible says that "kindness and love will be with us every day of 
our life, and we will live forever in the house of the 
LORD." (Psalm 23:6 paraphrased) 

We all enjoy giving and receiving gifts at Christmas, but it is 
important for us to remember that the greatest gift of all 
was God's gift to us. It is the gift that keeps on giving! 

Dear Father, we thank You for loving us so much that You 
gave Your Son so that we too could become Your children. 
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 

S AINT JOSEPH (whose name means "one who increases") was the son of Jacob, and the son-in-law--and hence, as it 
were, the son of Eli (who was also called Eliakim or Joachim). He was of the tribe of Judah, of the family of David, an 

inhabitant of Nazareth, a carpenter by trade, and advanced in age when, by God's good will, he was betrothed to the Virgin, 
that he might minister to the great mystery of God's dispensation in the flesh by protecting her, providing for her, and being 
known as her husband so that she, being a virgin, would not suffer reproach when she was found to be with child. Saint Jo-
seph had been married before his betrothal to our Lady; they who are called Jesus' "brothers and sisters" (St. Matthew 13:55-
56) are the children of Joseph by his first marriage. From Holy Scripture, we know that Saint Joseph lived at least until the 
twelfth year after the birth of Christ (St. Luke 2:41-52); according to the tradition of the Holy Fathers, he reposed before the 
beginning of the public ministry of Christ. 

The child of God and ancestor of God, David, the great Prophet after Moses, sprang from the tribe of Judah. He was the son 
of Jesse, and was born in Bethlehem (whence it is called the City of David), in the year 1085 B. C. (before Christ). While 
yet a youth, at the command of God he was anointed secretly by the Prophet Samuel to be the second king of the Israelites, 
while Saul--who has already been deprived of divine grace--was yet living. In the thirtieth year of his life, when Saul had 
been slain in battle, David was raised to the dignity of king, first, by his own tribe, and then by all the Israelite people, and 
he reigned for 40 years. Having lived 70 years, he reposed in 1015 B.C., having proclaimed beforehand that his son Solo-
mon was to be the successor to the throne. 

The sacred history has recorded not only the grace of the Spirit that dwelt in him from his youth, his heroic exploits in war, 
and his great piety towards God, but also his transgressions and failings as a man. Yet his repentance was greater than his 
transgressions, and his love for God fervent and exemplary; so highly did God honour this man, that when his son Solomon 
sinned, the Lord told him that He would not rend the kingdom in his lifetime "for David thy father's sake" (II Kings 11:12). 
Of the kings of Israel, Jesus the son of Sirach testified, "All, except David and Hezekiah and Josias, were defec-
tive" (Ecclesiastes 49:4). The name David means "beloved." 

On this Sunday, we also remember the son of Joseph, James, who accompanied the Mother of 
God, Christ and Joseph on the flight into Egypt, and later became one of the Apostles and in-
deed was martyred as James the Righteous, the first Bishop of Jerusalem. 

“Today the divine David is filled with gladness; Joseph along with James offers praises for 
having received a crown through their kinship with Christ they rejoice and sing of the One 
Who inexpressibly was born on earth, crying out, “O Gracious One, save those who worship 
You.” (Kontakion from the Sunday after the Nativity)  
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