
СЛАВА ІСУСУ ХРИСТУ ~ СЛАВА НА ВІКИ!  GLORY BE TO JESUS CHRIST ~ GLORY FOREVER!  

July 2, 2017 ~ 4
th

 Sunday after Pentecost ~ Saints of Ukraine 
  

July 9, 2017 ~ 5
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 

Focus on the Gospel Readings 

T he Gospel account for the 4th Sunday after Pentecost from 
St. Matthew, Chapter 8 (also appearing in St. Luke, 

Chapter 7) can be described as “amazing faith”, for this was 
one of only two occasions at which Jesus marvelled during His 
three-year ministry. The Roman centurion knew he was not 
worthy of having Jesus in his home. He knew Jesus was supe-
rior to him, and he recognized that what he was requesting was 
a matter of grace and not merit.  

Amazing faith begins when we humble ourselves, when we 
recognize that we are not worthy based on our works of merit 
to ask anything of Jesus, and when we recognize that it is an 
act of grace on the part of our Lord when our requests are 
granted. Amazing faith begins when we understand authority. 
The centurion recognized that Jesus was under God’s authority 
and understood the authority that Jesus had over illness and 
death. Like his own soldiers and slaves under his command, 
illness and death would have to obey the spoken word of Je-
sus. Amazing faith begins when we amaze Jesus. And in this 
Gospel passage, He is truly amazed. 

On the 5th Sunday after Pentecost, we see Jesus’ power over 
the unseen supernatural world. Previously, He revealed His 
power and authority over diseases and nature. Now, He brings 
back lost life and demonstrates Himself Lord of still other di-
mensions and darker realms. The Prince of Peace brings peace 
to men tortured and torn by mysterious tyrannical powers. He 
speaks His all-powerful authoritative Word and the strife and 
rage of demonic possession flees and leaves a great calm in its 
place. Jesus exercised authority and compassion that freed 
people even from demon possession. 

- condensed from sermons by Larry Turner and Dennis Davidson  

Saturday, July 8 
  5:00 p.m. ~ 5

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

        Epistle Reader: Evelyn Poleschuk 

Sunday, July 9 
10:00 a.m. ~ 5

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

      Epistle Reader: Walter Warywoda 

Saturday, July 15 
  5:00 p.m. ~ 6

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

     Epistle Reader: Grant Andrusky 

Sunday, July 16 
10:00 p.m. ~ 6

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

      Epistle Reader: Mary Ann Lysak 

 

   June 24/25 
 Envelopes: $1,015.00 

   Papal Charities: $10.00 

     Special Projects: $60.00 
       Mission Collection: $56.05 

         Donations in memory of 
             †Joseph Soldan: $50.00  

Thank you for your generosity ~ Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

The Mission Collection for the month of June was $247.65 which 
will be donated to Thunder Bay Shelter House’s SOS Program. 

The Mission Collection for July is designated for the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Thunder Bay serving children and youth between 
the ages of 4 and 14 for over 40 years.  

We extend our best wishes to the following parishioners on 
the occasion of their milestone birthdays: Josie Bodnar, 
her 95

th
 on June 23; Olga Chamut, her 90

th
 on June 29; 

and Russell Romanick, his 85
th
 on July 2. May the Lord 

continue to bestow his blessings upon Josie, Olga and Rus-
sell for many more years to come ~ Многая і благая літа. 

We welcome Michael Erkki Alphabakar Swerdlyk, son of 
Michael Swerdlyk and Haja Timbo, into our Christian family, 
who received the Holy Sacrament of Baptism in the Byzan-
tine Rite on July 1. May the light of Christ shine over Michael 
all the days of his life and grant Him many happy years. 

Still have not yet purchased your ticket(s) for our parish’s 
50

th
 Anniversary Dinner and Dance? You now have less 

than one month to get in on the lower price before the cost 
goes up $5 dollars, so don’t delay, get yours today. 

Many thanks to the Thunder Bay Catholic District School 
Board for its online donation to our parish and for using our 
church hall for a teacher’s PD workshop in mid-May, and the 
church and hall for its end of the year staff Mass and lunch-
eon on June 29. In the spirit of cooperation and appreciation 
of both rites, we look forward to working with the TBCDSB 
on many more occasions. ☺ 

Readings for the 6th & 7th Sundays after Pentecost 
(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

6th Sunday (July 16) 

Epistle:  Romans 12: 6-14 
Gospel: Matthew 9: 1-8 

7th Sunday (July 23) 

Epistle: Romans 15: 1-7 
Gospel: Matthew 9: 27-35 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions, 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” and 

“What are the connections between them?” This will help make 
them easier to follow and evoke a richer understanding. 



 

“This summer, let’s make it 
our determination to bring ourselves 

and our families to God’s house. 
He has promised to be there, 

and He will always be waiting for us 
to worship Him and give Him thanks.” 

~ Author Unknown 

Holy Cross Golden Agers - Regular Thursday activities are 
cancelled for the summer and will resume on Thursday, 
September 7

th
. New members (55+) may join at that time.  

Two mini-excursions to Grand Portage will take place during 
the summer: July 19

th
 & August 16

th 
(both Wednesdays). 

The bus will depart from the church parking lot at 3:45 p.m. 
and return @ 10 p.m. Contact Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or 
Ann Opaski (577-2805) to book your seat today. This is a 
free service. Non-members are always welcome aboard. 

The Golden Agers are also planning a trip to Winnipeg for 
September 11-14, 2017 and are extending an invitation to 
parishioners to join them in order to help fill up the bus.  
There are still seats available. See Peter Swerdlyk or George 
Rusnick for more information. 

St. George’s Society - Thanks to all members for your ser-
vice this past society year. Our first regular monthly meeting 
in the fall will take place on Sunday, September 24. 

Our next bingo is on Wednesday, July 26 in the evening. 
Please speak with Gerry Bullock if you are able to serve on 
the date. Meanwhile, the next training date will be Sunday, 
July 16 from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. at Superior Shores Gaming 
Centre. Please consider attending (all parishioners are also 
welcome) as we could use more volunteers to help at bingo. 

Fishermen: time to get out those rods and reels and start 
filling up the slots on the Tournament Board. Please submit 
your weigh-in slips on a regular basis to the following Com-
mittee members: Maurice Zakrewski, Morris Tarnawsky, 
Myron Warywoda and Eugene Zdebiak. Good luck to all 
anglers, and remember to be safe on the lakes. Wear a reg-
ulation PFD at all times and do not drink alcohol while oper-
ating a motorized vehicle. Tight lines and keep your tip up! 

 Men for Spiritual Fitness - All men age 18 
years and over are invited to meet twice a 
month for prayer, Bible study, faith-sharing 
and faith discussion. Exercise and build up 
your spiritual muscles. The meetings are held 
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month (next 
one: Saturday, July 8, 2017) in the small 
meeting room at Corpus Christi Church from 
8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Bring a friend! For 
more information, please call Deacon Dennis 
at 767-7420 or send a text to 633-2720 with 
your name. 

LIVES OF THE SAINTS 
Our Venerable Father Athanasius of Athos 

Born Abraham in Trebizond about the year 920, he was orphaned 
at an early age and was raised by a pious nun. After the death of 
his adoptive mother, Abraham was taken to Constantinople, to the 
court of the emperor Romanus the Elder. There, he was enrolled as 
a student under the renowned rhetorician Athanasius. Soon, he 
attained the mastery of skill of his teacher, and he himself became 
an instructor of youths. During his time in Constantinople, Abra-
ham met St. Michael Maleinus and told St. Michael about his life 
and revealed to him his desire to become a monk. Michael recog-
nizing in Abraham the Holy Spirit taught him much in questions 
of salvation. During their spiritual talks Michael was visited by his 
nephew, Nicephorus Phocas, who was to be a future emperor. Ni-
cephorus became impressed with Abraham's spirit, and for all his 
life Nikephoros regarded Abraham with reverent respect and love.  

Consumed with zeal for the monastic life, Abraham left every-
thing behind and went to the Kyminas Monastery. There, he fell 
down at the feet of Igumen Michael and begged to be received 
into the monastic life. Fulfilling Abraham's request with joy, the 
igumen tonsured him with the name Athanasius. Later in 958, 
having left Kyminas in search of a solitary place, Athanasius 
came to a place called Melanos, at the very extremity of Mount 
Athos, where he settled far from the other monastic dwellings. 
Here, he struggled, intending to leave after a year, when on the 
last day as he set to pray, a heavenly light suddenly shined upon 
him, filling him with an indescribable joy. All the thoughts of 
leaving dissipated and his eyes welled up, graced with tears. From 
that moment St. Athanasius received the gift of tenderness, and he 
became as strongly fond of the place of his solitude as he had 
formerly loathed it.  

Athanasius died circa 1000 A.D., killed by falling masonry when the 
cupola of new construction on his church collapsed. After his death, 
Athanasius was glorified as a saint. His feast day is July 5. 

Ham’s Vision Centre Junior Golf Day – Sunday, July 9 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Chapples Golf Course. Fea-
turing Brett Cleverdon Long Drive & Trick Shot 
Show and demonstration clinic by PGA Mackenzie 
Tour pros with celebrity appearances & autographs. 
Admission is FREE ~ bring the whole family! 

Staal Foundation Open returns for a 4
th
 year, July 10 to 

16 at Whitewater Golf Club.  Epic Monday includes the ce-
lebrity road hockey game – pre-game entertainment begins 
at 10 a.m.  Stick around for the afternoon to enjoy the many 
varied interactive displays and activities. Pan for gold; 
check out your golf shot on the Trackman simulator;  get a 
henna tattoo; take selfies with a replica of the truck from the 
Disney movie “Cars” and so much more!  New this year – 
Experience the Food Fairway – several local food vendors 
will be ready to serve from 10 a.m.  Kids 14 and under are 
FREE! Everyone else just $10. For more information, check 
out the website at www.staalopen.ca. 

Teddy Bears Picnic - The City of Thunder Bay will host 
this popular annual event on Tuesday, July 11 at Vickers 
Park from 12 noon to 4 p.m. Children, parents and teddy 
bears are invited to enjoy an afternoon of free crafts, activi-
ties and entertainment. Highlights will include the Teddy 
Bear Parade and Boo Boo Bear Station to bandage much 
loved teddy bears. For more information, call Ash Young at 
625-2487 or send an email to ayoung@thunderbay.ca. 

Yard Sale - Church of the Transfiguration, 629 McIntosh 
Street, is holding a “Yard Sale” on Saturday, July 15 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Drop-off dates and times for donations at 
the church hall are as follows: Wednesday, July 5 and 12 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday, July 8 from 12 noon to 
4 p.m., or email kdurston@lakeheadu.ca for any pick-up 
times or special drop off times. Thank you ~ Дякую! 

 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Nun
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Holy_Spirit
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Nicephorus_II_Phocas
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Tonsure
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Mount_Athos
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Mount_Athos
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Glorification
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Saint
http://www.staalopen.ca
mailto:ayoung@thunderbay.ca


The Children’s Corner will return in September. 
Enjoy the summer, and always remember:  

Keep Our Lord as the centre of your activities in July and August. 

7 THINGS THAT WILL HELP YOU GROW SPIRITUALLY 

1 - LIVE and WORK to reach others each day as if you knew 
the world were going to come to an end next Sunday night. Think 
of that feeling of urgency and priority! (Read 2 Peter 3:1-12). 

2 - BE AS ENTHUSIASTIC about the church and its services as 
you would be if there were an overflowing crowd each time. Think 
of the interest, anticipation, and excitement of an overflow crowd! 

3 - COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS. Make a list of the things you 
are thankful to God for and thank Him for them one by one as you 
pray in your corner. This will help you to be grateful (Philippians 
4:6). It will also help you to realize your dependence on God 
(Acts 17:24-25,28; John 15:5). 

4 - MAKE & MAINTAIN A LIST OF YOUR FAULTS. And 
pray for forgiveness and help to overcome them as you truly strive 
to overcome them. This will help us see that we are really not as 
good as we think we are and how very much we really do need 
Christ for our Saviour. It will also help you to sympathize with the 
faults of others (James 5:16; Galatians 6:1). 

5 - KEEP A QUIET TIME. Set aside 30 minutes every day to 
spend with God in prayer, Bible study, and meditation. If you 
really love someone, you want to spend some time with him/her. 
Just so, if you truly love God you want to spend some time alone 
with Him. (Psalms 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Luke 18:1). First 
century Christians kept an “hour of prayer” (Acts 13:1). 

6 - VISIT SOMEONE FOR CHRIST EACH WEEK. Visit 
some member you do not know very well; or a sick person; or a 
visitor to our services; or a weak member who needs encourage-
ment; or someone who needs to become a Christian. 

7 - REACH ANOTHER PERSON (RAP). Conduct a Bible 
study in your home once a month and invite your relatives, friends 
and neighbours to attend. The priest will assist you if you want 
him to. Matt. 5:12-15; James 5:20; Daniel 12:3. There are 168 
hours in a week. Surely you can give God more than one hour 
each Saturday or Sunday. 

~ Grover Stevens 

PRAYER FOR THE CONSECRATION OF CANADA 

TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY ON JULY 1, 2017 
 

M ay the Cross of your Son, planted on Canadian soil and in Canadian hearts, be known as the Tree of 
Life, whose fruit is visible and available to all in the garden of this world. 

 

M ary our Mother, we place our country Canada in the sanctuary of your Holy Heart for we know that there 
we will find Jesus, who lives and reigns with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

МОЛИТВА ПОСВЯТИ КАНАДИ 

НЕПОРОЧНОМУ СЕРЦЮ 

БЛАГОСЛОВЕННОЇ ДІВИ МАРІЇ 1-ГО ЛИПНЯ, 2017 р. 
 

М аріє, Мати наша, нехай Хрест Сина Твого, посадженний на Канадській землі і в канадських серцях, 
буде називатися Деревом Життя, плід Якого будуть бачити і брати всі, які перебувають у городі 

цього світу. 
 

М и ставимо нашу країну Канаду в санктуарій Серця Твого Святого, бо ми знаємо, що там знайдемо 
Ісуса, Котрий з Отцем живе і царює в єдності Святого Духа — Бог, на віки вічні. Амінь. 


