
We extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and guests,  

and pray that your participation in the Divine Liturgy will be enriching and meaningful. 

February 12, 2017 ~ Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20  Gospel: Luke 15: 11-32 

Troparia are found in the grey booklet, pages 1 & 10 

I 
n the Parable of the Prodigal Son, the Lord Jesus is teaching us of two types of people. Those who are 
lawless without the law and those who are lawless within the law. Both rebel. Both break the father’s 
heart. Both end up far away: one in a distant land, physically: one distant, spiritually, in his father’s 

house. Both are near: one in the street, one in the court yard. To both, he shows unexpected grace and love. 
Both think of themselves as slaves, when what the father wants is sons. Moreover, the father does not make 
them to be slaves; he makes them to be sons. In self-humiliation, he seeks the lost. In waiting watchfulness, he 
finds those distant, and brings them near. In wonderful grace, he brings to life that which was dead. He pro-
claims peace to those near and to those far. He invites his children to the joy of knowing grace in Christ. Do 
you hear his voice entreating you? Do you see in Jesus, the Father waiting for you? Do you hear in the preach-
ing of the Gospel, the grace of God coming to you? Do you see Him seeking you, in love? Have you heard His 
invitation to joy, when lost sinners are found? One son was saved from death and servant hood. A second in-
sisted on remaining a slave, a hired servant. Do you want him to make you a hired servant, working for your 
keep? Or do you want to be a son, and be seated at His banquet table? The ultimate choice is yours. 

Our Annual General Parish Meeting will be held following the 10 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, February 26 in the parish hall. All parishion-
ers are encouraged to attend. Lunch will be served after the meeting. 
You are welcome to bring an item for the buffet or dessert table. 

Important news! St. George’s Society is planning a ‘Cabbage Roll 
Making Session and Sale for March 1 for parishioners only. Orders are 
currently being taken every weekend in the narthex until February 26. 
You will have an option of ordering cooked or raw frozen. We are count-
ing on all parishioners who have the time and expertise to make this 
endeavour run smoothly and be another success. Preparation of cab-
bage, onions and ‘shkvarky’ (pork fat) will take place this Monday, Feb-
ruary 13 starting at 6:30 p.m. and should only take a few hours. Every-
one is welcome to come by and lend a hand. 

Don’t forget to start gathering up pictures that display 
Holy Cross life from the past five decades to be used 
for the video collage at our planned 50th Anniver-
sary Dinner and Dance in September. We would like 
them sooner than later so they be scanned and re-
turned to you quickly. Please put them into an enve-
lope with your name clearly indicated and, if possible, 
label each picture on the back with a brief description 

(event, group, year, etc.), bring them to church and place them into the 
special box on the side table in the narthex. Thank you very much! 

FYI: If you regularly consult the 2017 church calendar to see what the  
specific tone of the week is for the Troparia, please note that there are 
errors. Please refer to the weekly parish bulletin — these numbers are 
correct. As for the calendar, fortunately, the tone numbers have been 
corrected from Easter Sunday and onwards. 

Please remember in your prayers those people of our 
parish who are in the hospitals, care homes, shut-ins 
and those who are not able to join us actively. Remem-
ber, if you or a family member would like a hospital visit 
or home visit, please speak to Father Stepan or call him 
at the rectory (577-7721) and let him know. Don’t leave 
it to the last minute! 

 
Your Return Gift to God 

February 4/5 

  Envelopes: $2,289.00 

  Andrew’s Pence: $55.00 
  Mission Collection: $42.55 

  Special Projects: $85.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

February’s Mission Collection is designated for 
the Alzheimer’s Society of Thunder Bay. As 
one of 38 chapters in Ontario, it supports per-
sons with Alzheimer's disease and other demen-
tias as well as their families and partners in care. 

 

Saturday, February 18 
  5:00 p.m. ~ Meat-fare Sunday 
   Epistle Reader: Joseph Myslicki 
 
Sunday, February 19 
10:00 a.m. ~ Meat-fare Sunday 
   Epistle Reader: Andrea Warywoda 

 

“Fear not all who repent of 
their sins, for the Father is 

merciful and will welcome you 
with open arms, bestowing 

His limitless grace upon you.” 
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Regular Thursday afternoon activities have now resumed 
at the usual time (doors open at 12:30 p.m. and activities 
begin at 1:30 p.m.). New members (55+) will still be wel-
come with open arms. It’s just $10 per year and well 
worth the membership fee. Come and check us out! 

The next bus to Grand Portage leaves the church parking 
lot this Wednesday, February 15 at 3:45 p.m. and returns 
@ 10 p.m. To book your seat, please contact either Ann 
Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann Opaski (577-2805). This is 
a free service for everyone. Non-members (ages 18 and 
over) are invited also. Come for the ride, see the new gam-
ing floor, and try your luck!  

St. George’s Society 
 

Our next bingo at Superior Shores Gaming Centre is an 
afternoon session on Monday, February 13. Members 
who have agreed to volunteer at that event are reminded to 
be at the venue no later than 12 noon. 

Cabbage, onion, and ‘shkvarky’ (pork fat) preparation for 
the March 1 making and sale will also take place in the 
kitchen on Monday, February 13 starting at 6:30 p.m.  For 
a few hours. Family members can also attend and help with 
these tasks. All support is appreciated. 

Finally, our next regular monthly meeting is set for Sunday, 
March 5 at 7:00 p.m. All members are requested to attend. 
New members are welcome at that time. Thank you! 

Cleaning out your closets? The Catholic Action Centre is desperately in need of used, clean sheets (any size) and towels, for 
those less fortunate in Thunder Bay. They gratefully accept donations at 129 E. Miles Street during Centre hours: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Many thanks to all! 

Knights of Columbus Pickerel Dinner - in support of community projects, Saturday, February 18 with two sittings: 5:00 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Menu includes pickerel, home fries, coleslaw, dessert & coffee/tea. Refreshments will also be available. Limited 
tickets: $19 per person. Reserve yours by calling Rosie at 623-3252. 

Valentine Tea - presented by St. Dominic’s CWL on Sunday, February 19 from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the parish hall fea-
turing sandwiches, dainties, draw prizes and door prize. Adults: $5.00; children (5-10 years): $3.00; children (4 and under): free.  

Our faIth: Lives of the saints 
O n February 14, the Church calendar commemorates the Repose of Our Venerable Father Con-

stantine the Philosopher, better known as Cyril in his monastic life, teacher of the Slavs (+869). 
As the youngest of seven brothers, he and his brother St. Methodius, the eldest, were given the title 
Equal to the Apostles by the Church fathers. They came from an illustrious and pious family living in 
Thessalonica. Saint Constantine studied all the sciences of his time, and also knew several lan-
guages. He also studied the works of Saint Gregory the Theologian. Because of his keen mind and 
penetrating intellect, Saint Constantine was called “Philosopher” (wise). Upon the completion of his 
education, Saint Constantine was ordained to the holy priesthood and was appointed curator of the 
patriarchal library at the church of Hagia Sophia. He soon left the capital and went secretly to a mon-
astery. Discovered there, he returned to Constantinople, where he was appointed as instructor in phi-
losophy. The young Constantine’s wisdom and faith were so great that he won a debate with Ananias, 
the leader of the heretical iconoclasts . After this victory Constantine was sent by the emperor to dis-
cuss the Holy Trinity with the Saracens, and again he gained the victory. When he returned, Saint Constantine went to his 
brother Saint Methodius on Olympus, spending his time in unceasing prayer and reading the works of the Holy Fathers. 

   With the help of his brother Saint Methodius and the disciples Gorazd, Clement, Sava, Naum and Angelyar, he devised a 
Slavonic alphabet and translated the books which were necessary for the celebration of the divine services. This occurred 
in the year 863. After completing the translation, the holy brothers went to Moravia, where they were received with great 
honour, and they began to teach the services in the Slavic language. Unfortunately, this aroused the malice of the German 
bishops, who celebrated divine services in the Moravian churches in Latin. They rose up against the holy brothers, con-
vinced that divine services must be done in one of three languages: Hebrew, Greek or Latin. 

   The holy brothers were then summoned to Rome for a decision on this matter. Taking with them the relics of Saint Clem-
ent, Saints Constantine and Methodius set off to Rome. Knowing that the holy brothers were bringing these relics with them, 
Pope Adrian met them along the way with his clergy. The holy brothers were greeted with honour, the Pope gave permis-
sion to have divine services in the Slavonic language, and he ordered the books translated by the brothers to be placed in 
the Latin churches, and to serve the Liturgy in the Slavonic language.  

   At Rome, Saint Constantine fell ill, and the Lord revealed to him his approaching death. He was inducted as a monk with 
the name of Cyril. On February 14, 869, fifty days after receiving the orders, Saint Cyril died at the age of forty-two.  



W ouldn't it be wonderful to have your every wish come 
true? You might think so, but the truth is, sometimes the 

things we wish for are not good for us. That is what a young 
man discovered in today's Bible story. In it, the young man had 
three wishes: 1) he wanted a lot of money; 2) he wanted to 
travel and see the world; and 3) he wanted to be his own boss. 

  The young man got his wishes, but they were not granted to 
him by a genie. He went to his father and asked him to give 
him the inheritance that would be his when his father died. 
Even though the father was sad that his son wanted to 
leave, he gave him his share of the family fortune and the 
young man left home and travelled all around the world. He 
visited all of the places he had always wanted to visit and did 
whatever he wanted to do. He was happy that no one was 
telling him what to do. Since the young man had a lot of mon-
ey to spend, he also had many friends.  

   This sounds like very happy story, doesn't it? Well, that isn't 
the end of the story. After a while, the young man ran out of 
money, and when this happened, his friends ran out on him.  
He was so desperate that he went to work for a man who 
sent him to feed the pigs. The young man was so hungry that 
he would gladly have eaten the food he was feeding to the 

pigs. As he looked at the filthy pig pen, he thought about 
the mess he had made of his life. He thought about his fa-
ther and the home he had left behind. 
   "Even a servant in my father's house lives better than this," 
the young man said to himself. "I will return to my father and 
tell him that I am sorry for the way I have behaved and ask 
him to give me a job as one of his servants." 
   Do you think the father was willing to take him back? Yes, 
but not as a servant. He welcomed him back home as a son. He 
called his servants together and told them, "Let's have a feast 
and celebrate. For this son of mine was lost, but now is found." 
   Well, the story had a happy ending after all, didn't it? This 
story that Jesus told is really a story about you and me and 
the way we sometimes behave. Sometimes we make bad 
choices -- just like the young man in our story. We sometimes 
wish for things that are not good for us. We sometimes don't 
want to listen to God and obey what the Bible tells us we 
should do. When we act that way, we really make a mess of 
our life, Well, here’s some good news for you! Just like the 
father in our story, God, our Heavenly Father, is always will-
ing to take us back if we will admit that we were wrong and 
return to Him. Let us always thank God for His eternal love! 


