
June 28, 2020 ~ Fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Saints of Ukraine) 
Today’s Readings:      Epistle: Romans 6: 18-23  Gospel: Matthew 8: 5-13 

 

July 5, 2020 ~ Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Today’s Readings:      Epistle: Romans 10: 1-10  Gospel: Matthew 8: 28 - 9: 1 

Sunday, July 5 

  10:00 a.m. ~ Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 12 

  10:00 a.m. ~ Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Please note: the use of Epistle Readers and Euchar is-
tic Ministers will be discontinued until further notice. 
Our cantor will proclaim the Epistle Reading and Father 
Stepan will administer Holy Eucharist himself.  Thank 
you for your understanding. 

† † † † † † † 

Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts gratefully, 
cultivate them responsibly, share them generously and lovingly with others, 

and return them with increase to the Lord. 

 

Note: The Mission Collection for  Thunder 
Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre’s “Our 
Hearts at Home” cardiovascular campaign has 
been extended until the end of August 2020. 
Thank you for your support. 

Holy Cross mourns the loss of another parishioner, 
†Holly (Myslicki) Tuck, who passed away on 
Wednesday, June 17 at the Regional Hospital. We 

extend our deepest condolences to the Myslicki, Tuck, 
Strehlow, Hicks, Smith, and Chomut families. May the Lord 
accept His ever-to-be remembered servant †Holly into His 
heavenly Kingdom, number her among the just, grant her 
eternal rest, and may her memory be everlasting ~ вічна її 
пам’ять. 

Our parish is now accessible for public worship. Many thanks 
to those who were part of the crew (cleaning, disinfecting, 
taping the pews and carpet, etc.) to get our church ready for 
opening. Your time and effort is sincerely appreciated. A few 
volunteers will be needed as well to help clean and disinfect 
the church after the service.  

Please remember that even though you may not at-
tend services during the summer months, our expens-
es don't change. We still have hydro, water, mainte-

nance and salaries to be met, and it can get very difficult if 
our members don't make a commitment to supporting Holy 
Cross full time. As you enjoy this season, please give some 
thought to our parish so it doesn't have to scramble over the 
summer months to make ends meet. Remember: you can 
continue to send your donations in the mail, drop them off at 
the rectory or contribute online through our parish website. 
Thank you for your continuous financial and spiritual suste-
nance to help fuel the ministry of our church during this diffi-
cult period. 

As per the Summary Checklist for Celebrating the Divine Lit-
urgy under COVID-19 Restrictions, no bulletin shall be distrib-
uted in church. The parish bulletin will continue to be issued 
every 2nd weekend  online only (June 28/July 5; July 12/19; 
July 26/August 2; August 9/16;  August 23/30). The July cal-
endar and July issue of Celebrating Our Deep Faith will also 
only be available online at this time. 

A s we read the Gospel passage for the 4th Sunday after Pentecost, an important question comes to mind: What does 
it mean to follow Jesus Christ? For the Apostles, it meant abandoning their boats and nets, and literally following 

in His footsteps, all the way to Pentecost, all the way to their own deaths, preaching the Gospel throughout the world. 
For St. Paul, it meant loving both Jew and non-Jew, trying to live at peace with all men, even those who would throw 

him in prison several times and ultimately cut off his head. For the centurion of Capernaum, following Jesus meant humbly ask-
ing him to heal his young servant, while acknowledging his own unworthiness to have Jesus even enter his house. Jesus is calling 
for us to alter our course. He is calling for us to submit to His authority and place our complete faith in Him. 

T he story of Jesus' healing of two demon-possessed men on the 5th Sunday after Pentecost continues and deepens the previous 
Sunday's thoughts on the centurion's faith. The terrible condition of the demons in which they find themselves is to a large 

extent the fruit of their faith, a manifestation of the state of the soul, that is, of their relation to God. If they kept God's law in their 
lives, the evil spirits would not possess them or mock them. Their position once again convinces us of the importance of living by 
faith, of building our lives with God. The lack of living and active faith breeds the lack of God's care, the lack of protection from 
evil forces. Christ calls us to consistency and complete dedication of ourselves, our lives, the fight against evil. So, let this gospel 
reading become for us a motivation and inspiration for a constant and uncompromising struggle against evil in our daily lives.  

~ from sermons by W. Pat Cunningham and Archbishop I. Isichenko 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Due to a directive from the Chancery Office 
re: parish security issues, weekly collection 
numbers will no longer be published online. 

 
Thank you for your support and understanding! 



 Readings for the Sixth and 
Seventh Sundays after Pentecost 

Sixth Sunday (July 12) 

Romans 12: 6-14 
Life in God’s Service 

Matthew 9: 1-8 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man 

Seventh Sunday (July19) 

Romans 15: 1-7 
Please Others, Not Yourselves 

 

Matthew 9: 27-35 
Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 

  St. George’s Society 

During this time of COVID-19, ushers/greeters will be need-
ed (this is a mandatory directive) for the various tasks as-
signed. Please volunteer to serve and be at the church 30-40 
minutes prior to the Divine Liturgy to receive instructions and 
help set-up if necessary.  

We are delighted to announce this year’s 
scholarship recipient Olena Hamar, daugh-
ter of Andriy and Oksana Hamar. She will 
receive the top amount of $500.00. The 
recipients of the St. George's Society 
Christian Living Awards ($200.00) were Alyssa Bossio (St. 
Ignatius HS) and Juliet Elliot (St. Patrick HS). Congratula-
tions and best of luck in their future endeavours! 

Superior Shores Gaming Hall still remains closed. For more 
information, check out the bingo report in the latest issue of 
The Plentiful Harvester.  

The Executive encourages all members to find ways to con-
nect with each other through Skype, Facebook chats, Zoom, 
FaceTime, and your regular landline and convenient mobile 
devices. Keep practicing social distancing/self-isolation. 
Wash your hands frequently and try not to touch your face. 
Stay safe and healthy until we can gather again. Wishing all 
a good summer! 

Love and Service to God since 1960! 

Holy Cross Golden Agers  

Although it may appear that our world is slowly returning to 
normal, the threat of the coronavirus is still prevalent. Again, 
we remind all members to continue practicing social distanc-
ing, limiting gatherings and visits at this time, and remaining at 
home. If you must go out, wear a mask and gloves. Wash your 
hands frequently and monitor your vital signs. If you have any 
symptoms (prolonged fever, dry cough, extreme fatigue, and 
difficulty breathing), go to the ER immediately for assessment. 
We want to see everyone back when we are allowed to gather 
together again. During this uncertain time, do your best to ex-
ercise, stretch, and eat balanced meals. Maintain contact with 
family members, and if possible, allow them to do your gro-
cery shopping, banking, and other errands. We wish everyone 
a safe and healthy summer! 
 

“Do not regret growing older. 
It’s a privilege denied to many.” 

 

"Nothing in life is to be feared, 
it is only to be understood. 

Now is the time to understand 
more, so that we may fear less." 

 
~ Mme. Marie Curie ~ 

Events In Our Community 
Columbus Centre Summer Take-out  - Friday, July 3, 
pick-up from 2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Lasagna (meat) - 9 x 11 

pan oven-ready: $35.00, (pre-order by 2:00 p.m. 
Thursday, July 2 as quantities are limited); Fried 
chicken - 2 pc.: $4.50; 5 pc.: $11.50; $10 pc.: 
$20.00; Potato salad - ½ litre (small):$6.00; 1 litre 
(large): $10.00; Tossed salad (with house dress-
ing) - $3.75 (small); $7.00 (large). All items are 

prepackaged and available while quantities last. No cash, 
debit/credit only. Physical distancing will be practiced. 
To pre-order with a credit card, call 623-3252 and leave a 
message. In support of community initiatives. 

Due to government restrictions still in effect, many commu-
nity events and gatherings consisting of five or more per-
sons remain cancelled or postponed at this time. Please 
check our local newspaper or online version for updates. 
The City continues to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Watch community updates from the Mayor, find out how 
City services are affected using the A-Z service directory, 
access City contacts, and read the latest City media releas-
es. For more info, visit www.thunderbay.ca/coronavirus. 

 

 

 

A Coronavirus Prayer 

O  Lord, Jesus Christ, You travelled through towns and vil-
lages “curing every disease and illness.” At Your com-

mand, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the 
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may 
experience Your healing love. Heal those who are sick with 
the virus. May they regain their strength and health through 
quality medical care. Heal us from our fear, which prevents 
nations from working together and neighbours from helping 
one another. Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim 
invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. 

O Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of 
uncertainty and sorrow. Be with those who have died from the 
virus. May they be at rest with You in Your eternal peace. Be 
with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they 
worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. May 
they know Your peace. 

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical pro-
fessionals who seek to heal and help those affected and who 
put themselves at risk in the process. May they know Your 
protection and peace.  

O most merciful Lord Jesus, heal us. Amen. 

http://www.thunderbay.ca/coronavirus


Fourth Sunday after Pentecost ~ All Saints of Rus’-Ukraine 
 

B y the decision of the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), on 
the Fourth Sunday after the Descent of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost), the feast of All Saints of 

Rus’-Ukraine is celebrated, of which there are many, but we do not know all their names. 

So, who are the saints of the Ukrainian people? Those who in our lands at different times and in dif-
ferent circumstances have received the grace of God and brought good fruit. Among them are the 
great princes who wisely ruled their people (St. Vladimir and Olga), princes who resisted violence 
with their gentleness under Christ (Ss. Borys and Hlib), the founders of monastic life on Ukrainian 
soil (Ss. Anthony and Theodosius of Pechersk), martyrs for ecclesial unity (St. Josaphat 
Kuntsevych), monks and the righteous (St. Josaphata Gordashevskaya), martyrs for the faith of the 
persecuted Church (St. New Martyrs of the Soviet occupation, including bishops, clergy, monks, 
nuns known only to God), who followed in the footsteps of their spirituality, either in the asceticism 
of monastic life, or in martyrdom and confession of faith, or in the simplicity and meekness of 
heart. What, apart from a single earth, united all these holy people? God's desire and devotion to 
Him. Each of them managed to find their way to God, their way of holiness, their form of consecra-
tion. Holiness is therefore not a phenomenon limited by time, life, or circumstances. Holiness is a choice. Constant choice, daily 
and even instantaneous. God's choice in everyday and non-everyday life, in peacetime and in times of persecution, in the silence 
of the monastic cell and in the loudness of the world. This is a choice that each of us is capable of. In his own way. In its place. In 
their life circumstances. In their human weaknesses and weaknesses. In his sin-wounded nature. In my heart. 

The saints testify to each of us that holiness is the only true way of this life that can be taken in different ways, but in the same 
direction. The saints, who glorified the Ukrainian people with their holiness, testify to our blessing by the merciful God of our 
lands and call us to join the heavenly palace and the eternal glory of all the saints of the Ukrainian people. 
 
Troparion, Tone 4 

O you, who glorified Christ; princes and bishops, monastics and martyrs, and steadfast confessors of Christian Ukraine through-
out all times, pray Christ God to look with favour on our people and to grant them the grace to persevere in the faith that the souls 
of prayerful faithful who revere your sacred memory may be saved. 
 
Kontakion, Tone 4 

You shine as bright beacons, O God-inspired and righteous saints of our Church. By your encouraging example you serve com-
munities of faithful throughout the Christian world. Therefore we humbly bow our heads to you, thanking our great and all-
gracious God, Who has made you our intercessors in heaven where you pray for our souls. 
 
Prokimenon of the Saints  - Psalm 112 

Blessed are those who fear the Lord, who find great delight in His commandments. 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost: Why did Jesus allow the demons to enter  the great herd of swine?  

The story of Jesus casting the legion of demons into a herd of pigs is found in Matthew 8:28–34; Mark 5:1-20; and Luke 8:26–39. 
Only Matthew mentions the more prominent of the two demoniacs involved. Demoniacs were persons whose minds came under 
the control of an evil spirit or spirits. That such phenomena were especially prominent during the days of Christ’s earthly ministry 
is consistent with Satan’s efforts to counteract God’s programme. It also allows us to witness the spiritual warfare in which our 
Saviour was constantly engaged. Demons knew exactly who Jesus was—"Son of God"—and were aware of their ultimate doom.  

Why the demons begged to be allowed to enter the swine is unclear from the account. It could be because they didn’t want to 
leave the area where they had been successful in doing their mischief among the people. Perhaps they were drawn to the unclean 
animals because of their own filthiness. The demons may have made this strange request because it was their last chance to avoid 
confinement in the Abyss, the place of confinement to which evil spirits are doomed (Revelation 9:1-6). Whatever their reason-
ing, it is clear from the account that demons had little power of their own and were unable to do anything without Jesus’ permis-
sion. As Christians, we can take comfort in the knowledge that the forces of the enemy of our souls are under the complete con-
trol of God and can only act in ways He allows. 

The Bible doesn’t explain to us Jesus’ reasoning, but displaying His sovereign power over demons could be one reason why Jesus 
sent them into the pigs. If the pigs’ owners were Jews, Jesus could have been rebuking them for violating Mosaic law which for-
bids Jews from eating or keeping unclean animals such as swine (Leviticus 11:7). If the swineherds were Gentiles, perhaps Jesus 
was using this miraculous event to show them the malice of evil spirits under whose influence they lived, as well as displaying 
His own power and authority over creation. In any case, the owners were so terrified to be in the presence of such spiritual power 
that they made no demand for restitution for the loss of their property and begged Jesus to leave the region. The people were awe-
struck but unrepentant — they wanted no more of Jesus Christ. This shows the hardness of their hearts and their desire to remain 
in sin. The healed demoniac, on the other hand, demonstrated the true faith and repentance of a changed heart and begged to be 
allowed to follow Jesus. Perhaps the unmistakable difference between the saved and the unsaved was an object lesson for the dis-
ciples and all who witnessed the event. Jesus sent the healed man away, giving him a commission that he joyfully obeyed: "Go 
home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you" (Mark 5:17-20). 

https://www.gotquestions.org/demon-Legion.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%208.28%E2%80%9334
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%205.1-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%208.26%E2%80%9339
https://www.gotquestions.org/one-two-demoniacs.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%209.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%2011.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%205.17-20
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807-622-4349 
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Serving our community one family at a time! 
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344-1121 or 344-2014                  473-1121 

 

Funeral Home, Reception and Cremation Centre 
21 N. Court Street, Thunder Bay, ON 

807-345-5351 
www.sargentandson.com 

 

Family Owned Since 1924 

If you, or someone you know, would like to purchase advertising space on this page, 
please speak with Michael Watral or call the Parish Office (577-7720) 

and leave a message or send an email to holycros@tbaytel.net. 

H as your mom or dad or your teacher ever said to you, 
“Not now!”? It may have been that you wanted some-

thing and if your timing had been either earlier or later, that 
would have been okay. But your timing was off! Timing is 
everything. Would it surprise you to learn that this very situ-
ation happened many years ago with Jesus?  

Jesus had friends like you and me, and one of them was 
named Lazarus. Jesus loved Lazarus, but when He heard he 
was sick, He stayed in the place where He was for two more 
days, instead of going to His sick friend! Don’t you think He 
should have rushed over there? Well, remember that Jesus 
has a purpose for every situation. Jesus had good reason for 
not going right away. He would raise Lazarus from the dead, 
but He would do it in God’s perfect timing. By waiting, an 
opportunity for Jesus to demonstrate His power over death 
and Jesus was able to give another lesson in faith to His dis-
ciples. We may not always understand God’s timing, but He is 
in charge of every situation! 

We hear later in the bible story of Lazarus of Martha’s unbe-
lief too. Martha tells Jesus that Lazarus has been dead and 
buried for four days. She warns Jesus that Lazarus’ body 
would be starting to decay, and it would stink very badly if 

they opened the tomb. Jesus reminds her to believe and 
watch what He does. He reminds us of that, too. He re-
minds us Jesus to believe His Word no matter how discour-
aging or hopeless the circumstances might appear. 

Here’s a good quote to think about: “To live your best life 
now, you must learn to trust God’s timing, you may not think 
He’s working, but you can be sure that right now, behind 
the scenes, God is arranging all the pieces to come together 
to work out His plan for your life.” 

The world is going through a very trying time right now with  
the serious disease COVID-19 everywhere. God wants to us 
be brave, but He also wants us to be wise and not foolish. 
So, keep washing your hands, do not gather with more than 
5 people (other than your immediate family), and be patient. 
You’ll be able to see your friends soon. God will always take 
care of all of us according to His plan. 

Let us pray: Dear God, Sometimes we forget that You are in 
charge. We want to try to do things all by ourselves. We get 
impatient waiting for Your perfect timing. Please help us to 
be full of Your Holy Spirit so we can honour You with our 
thoughts and actions. Amen. 

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 
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