
We extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and guests,  
and pray that your participation in the Divine Liturgy will be enriching and meaningful. 

January 15, 2017 ~ 30
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Epistle: Colossians 3: 12-16  Gospel: Luke 18: 18-27 

Troparia are in Tone 5, found on page 97 of the navy blue missals 

Your Return Gift to God 

        January 7/8 

   Envelopes: $1,615.00   

   Initial Offering: $50.00 
   Special Projects: $20.00 
   Mission Collection: $37.55 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

The Mission Collection for January has been designated 
for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Thunder Bay. Since 
1970, it has grown to include a variety of different pro-
grams that serve both boys and girls. Big Brothers Big 
Sisters facilitates life-changing relationships that inspire 
and empower children and youth to reach their potential, 
both as individuals and citizens. You may also donate 
online using their website: 

www.thunderbaybigbrotherbigsister.ca 

I n today’s Gospel reading, Jesus knew that the focus of the 
young man was his wealth. It was what characterized his life. It 

was, in the end, the way in which he defined who he was and what he 
did, and the very thing that kept him from God. Jesus thus challenged 
his questioner to abandon the very thing that, whether or not the man 
knew it, separated him from God. He asked the young man to surren-
der that part of him which he kept separated and that he valued the 
most — his wealth. In this particular instance, wealth was simply the 
symptom of the disease. In other circumstances, with other people, it 
was something else. Often it was a rigid attachment to the Law itself, 
or to the odds and ends of daily life. The point is that in each instance, 
there is something separating the person from true worship, from a 
genuine relationship with God. 

   This is the challenge for us. We may not be rich young rulers, and 
we may think this Gospel account does not apply to us. We may lead 
moral lives, not breaking any of the rules, and still think that this story 
does not apply to us. But if we are honest with ourselves, we will see 
something, somewhere inside of us, that we cling to tenaciously, an 
area of our life which we stubbornly refuse to yield to God. Whatever it 
may be, like the dilemma of the rich young man, can we surrender 
that which we hold dear, that we clutch to ourselves and call precious 
or are we able to abandon that for the love of Christ? 

On Sunday, January 22, following the Divine Liturgy, we invite everyone to come down to the parish hall for this 
year’s first mini-luncheon/coffee hour. You are welcome to bring an item for the buffet or dessert table or both. 
Saturday worshippers are also encouraged to join us, for there will be plenty of food, drink and conversation. 

Your 2017 Parish Envelopes are now ready for pick-up in the narthex. Sorry for the delay and thank you for your patience. 
Your 2016 Income Tax receipts are currently being prepared and are expected to be available next weekend. ☺ 

Nominations to Parish Council:  Andrea Warywoda and Father Stepan will be soliciting people to stand for  election 
to Parish Council. Serving on the Council is not an overwhelming job and it can be very rewarding, so we encourage all pa-
rishioners 18 years and older to let their names stand. For our parish to thrive and survive, it is important that we, as parish-
ioners, take turns on the Council so that a wide range of ideas, experience, and insight is shared among each other. Please 
note: at this year ’s General Parish Meeting, a notice of motion will be brought forth to amend the tenure of service of 
(incoming) council members from three years to two years, therefore lessening the commitment for individuals who wish to 
serve, but might not be always available to do so. All council members will still have the option to stay on for another term 
if they so desire. Please consider sitting on the Parish Council if approached by Andrea or Father Stepan.  

   Saturday, January 21 

    5:00 p.m. ~ 31st Sunday after Pentecost  
     Epistle Reader: Linda Douglas 
 
   Sunday, January 22 

   10:00 a.m. ~ 31st Sunday after Pentecost 
      Epistle Reader: Susan Soldan 

 

 

If you want to feel rich, 

just count the things you have 

that money can’t buy. 
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     St. George’s Society 

Attention members: our first gathering in the new 
year will be the annual ‘Super Bowl’ Meeting on 
Sunday, February 5 at 4:30 p.m., followed by a 
delicious dinner and social. We extend an open 
invitation to all men of the parish to join us and to 
consider becoming a part of this important parish 
brotherhood as well. 

Our next sponsored bingo takes place on Monday, 
January 16 in the evening. Members who have 
volunteered to work are reminded to be at Superior 
Shores Gaming Centre no later than 5:30 p.m. 

Fishermen: if you are going to venture out onto the 
lakes this winter, remember to conduct a visual in-
spection before heading out. And remember, always 
be cautious. If you are unsure if the ice is safe, 
don’t take your chances. Tight lines to all! 

Regular Thursday activities are cancelled during January and will 
resume on Thursday, February 2 at the usual time. Stay warm and 
healthy until we meet again. New members (55+) will be welcome 
at that time. It’s just $10 per year and well worth it. Check us out! 

The first bus trip to Grand Portage is scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 18 from the church at 3:45 p.m. Please contact either  
Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann Opaski (577-2805) to book 
your seat. Non-members are invited also. This is a free service for 
everyone. Come out and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship! 

Annual Variety Showcase - The Anglican and Evangelical Lutheran 
Group present this event in support of their Bursary Fund on Friday, 
January 20 at 7:00 p.m. at Hilldale Lutheran Church, starr ing 
Daylin James and “Elvis.” Tickets are $20/person and are available at 
the door, at Finnport (290 Bay Street) or you can call Liisa at 343-0190 
or Sharon at 355-1549 to reserve yours.  

2017 Chinese New Year - Come celebrate the Year of the Rooster! Saturday, January 28 at the Da Vinci Centre, 340 
Waterloo Street S. presented by the Thunder Bay Chinese-Canadian Association. 5:30 p.m. Reception; 6:15 p.m. Li-
on Dance and Red Packets; 6:30 p.m. Sit-down Dinner; 8:00 p.m. Cultural Entertainment; 8:30 p.m. Lucky Draw; 
and 9:00 p.m. Dance with live music by Ti Amo. Tickets are $60 for 12 years old and over; $30 for 3 years old to 
under 12; $15 for under 3 years. For information, please contact Ed Chang at 767-6825 or Lee Leonard at 344-1019. 
 

For a complete listing of all events happening in and around Thunder Bay, visit www.thunderbay.ca/Living 
and check out the monthly calendars. They’re filled with fun and interesting information for the whole family! 

This week, our liturgical calendar commemorates Our Venerable and God-bearing Father Anthony the Great 
(356) on January 17.  

St. Anthony the Great is known as the Father of Monasticism. He was born in Egypt in the village of Coma, 
near the desert of the Thebaid, in the year 251. His parents were pious Christians of illustrious lineage. An-
thony was a serious child and was respectful and obedient to his parents. He loved to attend church services, 
and he listened to the Holy Scripture so attentively, that he remembered what he heard all his life. When he 
was about twenty years old, he lost his parents, and became responsible for the care of his younger sister. 
Going to church about six months later, the youth reflected on how the faithful, in the Acts of the Apostles 
(4:35), sold their possessions and gave the proceeds to the Apostles for the needy. Then he entered the church 
and heard the Gospel passage where Christ speaks to the rich young man: “If you would be perfect, go, sell 
what you possess and give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come follow 
Me” (Mt.19:21). Anthony felt that these words applied to him. Therefore, he sold the property that he re-

ceived after the death of his parents, then distributed the money to the poor, and left his sister in the care of pious virgins in a convent. 
St. Anthony retired into the wilderness, giving his time to prayer, meditation, and manual work. He was imitated by countless disciples 
in Egypt, Libya, Palestine, and Syria. His sanctity became known to Emperor Constantine the Great who wrote him several letters. He 
died at the age of one-hundred and five on January 17, 356 A.D. 

Our faith: Lives of the saints 

Don’t forget to 
check out the 
back cover of 

this bulletin for the 
Children’s Corner. 
Take time to sit down 
and read it with your 

children, grandchildren 
& great-grandchildren. 



I n today’s Gospel story, we hear about the rich young ruler 
who had to make a very serious choice. He had to choose 

between his riches and following Jesus. Unfortunately, he 
chose his riches instead of Jesus. It was sad because some-
thing other than the Lord had first place in his life. Jesus 
said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a nee-
dle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 

   Jesus knows every person’s heart. He knew how much the 
young man loved being rich. Jesus knew that the young man 
trusted his money more than he trusted God. The man be-
lieved that no matter what problem came his way, he had 
enough money to help him through. For example, if he got 
sick, he could pay the best doctors. If there was a shortage 
of food, he could pay more than anyone else to buy what was 
left. The man loved and trusted his money. But Jesus knew 
better! Jesus knew that money does not last and it leads peo-
ple into sin. People who love money want more and more and 
more of it. Even more importantly, Jesus knew that money 
cannot buy things like peace and joy. And it certainly cannot 
buy a place in God’s kingdom. Jesus loved the man, so Jesus 
wanted what was best for him. Jesus wanted the man to 
trust God, not money. God does satisfy us. And unlike mon-
ey, God will never leave us! 

   Have you ever tried to thread a small needle with a thick 
piece of thread? You can push and poke but there is just no 
way to shove that fat piece of thread through the tiny eye of 
that needle. Your mom could probably moisten the end with 
her mouth and curl it tight with the tips of her fingers and 
squeeze it through the eye of that needle. 

   But what about getting a camel to go through? Don’t think 
mom can handle that one! If you were to take that same nee-
dle and jump into a plane and fly to Israel, and find a huge 
nine-foot tall camel and tell him to shove himself through the 
eye of that needle, could it happen? Not in a million years. 
You probably couldn’t even thread one of the camel’s hairs 
through the eye of that needle, much less the entire camel. 
It just can not be done! For humans that is. 

   But do you think God could do it? Jesus said He could! 
During the three and a half years that Jesus spent minister-
ing with the disciples, they got to witness Him do some total-
ly awesome miracles. Jesus turned water into wine, fed 5,000 
men with only two fish and five loaves of bread, made blind 
people see, and crippled people walk straight. Jesus even 
made dead people come back to life again. He made the im-
possible seem like it was possible. In fact, Jesus did make the 
impossible possible. For that, let us give Him eternal glory! 


