
November 19, 2017 ~ 24
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
 Epistle: Ephesians 2: 14-22  Gospel: Luke 8: 41-56 

Troparia are in Tone 7, found on page 103 of the navy blue missals 

 J esus has conquered His final enemy: death. Jesus restores the sick. He rescues the enslaved. In Jesus 
there is life. If we believe in Him then we can have a life without death, without sickness, and without 

pain. He is the Saviour. He is the Healer. He is the Source of life. That is our God. He gave His own life to 
heal us from our sickness; to deliver us from our sin and to give us eternal life with Him. Jesus is the greatest 
healer, whose power can even heal the pain of death. Whatever you have in your life, whatever pain, or sick-
ness, suffering, or loss Jesus has the power to heal it if you will come to Him. 

We extend our condolences to Orest Witiw and family on 
the passing of his brother †Nicholas last month. May the 
Lord accept the soul of his servant †Nicholas into His heav-
enly Kingdom, grant him rest in the bosom of Abraham, and 
may his memory be eternal ~ вічна йому пам’ять. 

Pyrohy Making continues on Sunday morn-
ing (ball making at 9 a.m.), and Monday 
morning (starting at 8 a.m.) for the various 
tasks involved. Help is also needed on Thurs-

day at 10:30 a.m. for frozen pyrohy packaging and pick-up. 
Also, on Sunday following potato balling, the first meeting of 
our new parish Fundraising Subcommittee will take place. 
You are welcome to participate in the deliberations. 

St. Philip’s Fast (Pylypivka) began on November 15 and will 
last through Christmas Eve. During this time, candles on the 
banner will be ‘lit’ each week to signify the different ways on 
which we can focus our spiritual preparation for the cele-
bration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, Who is repre-
sented by the centre candle “Emmanuel – God is with us”. 
The first candle, blue, reminds us of the faith that we have 
in God Who kept His promise to send His Son. 

We are still looking for donations for our Christmas Cheer 
project to make up personal hygiene packages, as well as 
any Christmas mugs and candy to fill them. There is a box 
in the narthex that you can place your donated items in dur-
ing November or you can give them directly to Sherry 
Opaski. Any questions? Please call Sherry at 767-0253. 

You are cordially invited to help Fred Humeniuk and family 
celebrate his 80

th
 birthday on Saturday, November 25

th
 in 

our parish hall from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Beef-on-a-bun 
luncheon will be served. Best wishes only! 

On the last Saturday in November, people in 
Ukraine and all over the world will light candles 
in memory of those who lost their lives during 
the 1932-33 Holodomor or Famine-Genocide 
of Ukraine. Next weekend (November 25/26), 

you are encouraged to do the same at Holy Cross and to 
say a prayer to ensure that eradication by starvation and 
similar tragedies upon the human race are never repeated! 

November 26 is Grey Cup Sunday, and the members of 
St. George’s Society would like to extend an open invitation 
to all men of the parish to join them for some food and fun. 
Our regular monthly meeting begins at 4:30 p.m. (for about 
an hour) followed by a super supper and social — watching 
the game and cheering on your favourite team.  

Tuesday, November 21 

10:00 a.m. ~ Entrance into the Temple of our Most Holy  
  Lady,  the Mother of God & Ever-Virgin Mary 

Saturday, November 25 

  5:00 p.m. ~ 25th Sunday after Pentecost 
  Epistle Reader: Grant Andrusky 

Sunday, November 26 

10:00 a.m. ~ 25th Sunday after Pentecost 
  Epistle Reader: Walter Warywoda 

St. Nicholas is expected to arrive for a visit 
to Holy Cross on Sunday, December 10 
following the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy. All chil-
dren and their families are invited to come 
down to the parish hall to receive him. Those 
planning to attend are please asked to call or 
text Jackie Strehlow (252-1789) by Monday, 
December 4 so that appropriate arrange-
ments can be made. Lunch will be served. 

November 11/12 

Envelopes: $1,345.00 Special Projects: $140.00 
Mission Fund: $43.90 Vigil Lights: $122.30 

Church in Ukraine: $50.00 

Thank you for your generosity ~ Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

The Mission Collection for November is designated for Thunder 
Bay Christmas Cheer. 

Readings for the 25th Sunday after Pentecost  
(November 26) 

(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

Epistle: Ephesians 4: 1-6 
Gospel:  Luke 10: 25-37 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions, 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 



    St. George’s Society 

The next bingo training session will take place at Superior 
Shores on Sunday, November 19 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. We 
could use a few more members to do so in order to expand 
our pool of volunteers. All parishioners are also welcome to 
take the training and help at bingos.  

Pyrohy Making continues on Sunday and Monday morning. 
Members are needed to help make potato balls, process 
dough, pinch, boil, help package and clean-up. The usual 
schedule will be followed. Help will also be needed on 
Thursday morning @ 10:30 a.m. for a few hours to package 
and wait for pick-up of frozen orders. Thank you to all! 

Our annual ‘Grey Cup Meeting and Social’ will take place 
on Sunday, November 26 beginning at 4:30 p.m. Please 
plan to attend and share in the food and festivities! 

Holy Cross Golden Agers 
Regular activities happen on Thursday after-
noons in the parish hall starting at 1:30 p.m. 
(Doors open at 12:30 p.m.) New members 
(aged 55 and up) are welcome to join anytime. 

It’s just $10 per year and well worth the membership. For 
more information, speak to Peter Swerdlyk. 

 Community News and Events 
Candy Cane Christmas Tea and Bazaar - St. Patrick Ca-
thedral will be holding its bazaar on Sunday, November 
19, 2017 from 12 noon to 3:00 p.m. in the Cathedral Audito-
rium. There will be a tea room, penny auction, 50/50 draw, 
raffle (prizes of $1500, $1000, and $500), bake table, used 
treasures table, crafts table, and children’s table. 

Snowflake Tea - Sunday, November 26 from 1:30 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. hosted by the R.C.L. Ladies Auxiliary Slovak Le-
gion Branch 129, 801 Atlantic Avenue. Tickets: $5/person. 
Featuring fancy sandwiches and baking, cabbage rolls, 
perogies, meatballs and baking for sale. 

Christmas Concert - Lakehead Choral Group presents its 
annual “The Spirit of Christmas” concert on Wednesday, 
December 6

th
 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Agnes Church, 1019 

Brown St. Tickets are $15 in advance ($18 at the door) and 
are available from Rollason Flowers, Music World Acade-
my, Finnish Bookstore/Kitchen Nook, and any Lakehead 
Choral Group member (Susan Soldan). Everyone welcome! 

T he Holy Prophet Obadiah (or Abdia) is the fourth of the Twelve Minor Prophets, and he 
lived during the ninth century B.C. He was from the village of Betharam, near Sichem, and 

he served as steward of the impious Israelite King Ahab. In those days the whole of Israel had 
turned away from the true God and had begun to offer sacrifice to Baal, but Obadiah faithfully 
served the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in secret. When Ahab’s wife, the impious and dis-
solute Jezebel, hunted down all the prophets of the Lord (because of her quarrel with the Prophet 
Elias), Obadiah gave them shelter and food. Ahab’s successor King Okhoziah (Ahaziah) sent 
three detachments of soldiers to arrest the holy Prophet Elias. One of these detachments was 
headed by Saint Obadiah. Through the prayer of Saint Elias, two of the detachments were con-
sumed by heavenly fire, but Saint Obadiah and his detachment were spared by the Lord. From 
that moment Saint Obadiah resigned from military service and became a follower of the Prophet 
Elias. Afterwards, he himself received the gift of prophecy. The God-inspired work of Saint 
Obadiah is the fourth of the Books of the Twelve Minor Prophets in the Bible, and contains pre-
dictions about the New Testament Church. The holy Prophet Obadiah was buried in Samaria. 

 

 Kids Say The Cutest Things 
“Grandma is so good with kids. Why didn’t she have 
any of her own?” 

“I don’t need a bath. Can’t you just Febreze me?” 

“Mommy, you were my best friend until I actually got 
friends.” 

“Dad, were you ever even remotely cool?” 

(While in a restaurant) “Why do them call them wait-
ers when we are the ones who wait?” 

“I’m only 5 — I don’t know all the rules yet.” ☺ 

“Life’s interruptions often 
lead to God’s opportunities.” 

~ Unknown 

 

F 
or us Christians, anticipation of Christmas should not 
be based upon Santa and gift exchanging, but upon 
the coming of the Messiah. To set things in the right 

tone, the Church provides for us a special feast on November 
21, which in our Byzantine tradition we call The Entrance of 
the Theotokos (God-bearer) into the Temple.  

When Mary was three years old, Joachim and Anna decided 
that the time had come to fulfill their promise, and to offer her 
to the Lord. The Virgin Mary dwelt in the Temple for nine 
years until she reached the age for marriage. At that time, she 
was taken from the Temple by the priests and elders and en-
trusted to Joseph as the guardian of her virginity. 

This is a feast of anticipation, but a different kind.  
We honour the Virgin Mary by looking forward 
to the Incarnation of Christ celebrated in a little 
more than a month. The main theme of this feast 
is that she enters the Temple to become herself a 
Living Temple of God, inaugurating a New Testa-

ment and fulfilment of all prophesies from the Old Testament.  

The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple celebrates the 
end of the physical temple in Jerusalem as the dwelling place 
of God. In the person of Mary and through the birth of Her 
Son Jesus Christ, we are now able to become houses of God; 
we are now able to become temples of the Holy Spirit.  

 

NOVEMBER 20-26, 2017 

To mark National Holodomor Aware-
ness Week, the League of Ukrainian 
Canadians will host a brief Ukrainian 
flag raising ceremony at City Hall on 
Monday, November 20 at 3 p.m. 
The Mayor (or his representative) will 
be reading out an official proclama-
tion recognizing the event and the 
week. Those who are attending are 
encouraged to wear Ukrainian col-
ours and/or vyshyvanky.  Дякую! 



A s you know, we have five senses. The five senses are: 
sight, smell, hearing, taste, and touch. Each of these 

senses is very important to us. Today, we are going to focus 
on our sense of touch and discover the power that is ours in 
that sense. 

The sense of touch is very important, isn't it? We can often 
tell what an object is by its size, shape, and texture -- all of 
which can be learned by using our sense of touch. Today’s 
Bible story is about a woman who experienced the power of 
Jesus -- just by touching Him. 

One day, Jesus was walking through a large crowd of people. 
The people were crowding around so that He could hardly 
move. There was a woman in the crowd who had a very bad 
sore that had been bleeding for twelve years. She had been 
to many doctors, but none had been able to help her. She 
had heard about Jesus and she believed that He could heal 
her, but there were so many who were people crowded 
around Him that it seemed hopeless. 

The woman thought to herself, "If 
I could just get close enough to 
touch His robe, I would be healed." 
So, she pushed through the crowd 
and reached out and touched Je-
sus' clothes. Her bleeding stopped 
immediately and her suffering was 
ended. 

The Bible tells us that as soon as the woman touched Him, 
Jesus felt the power go out of Him. Later, He turned to the 
woman and said, "Your faith has healed you. Go in peace and 
be free from your suffering."  

Won't you reach out to Jesus? If you will, you too can feel 
His power in your life today. 

Dear Jesus, we long to reach out and touch You and to feel 
Your power in our life. Amen. 
         Source: www.sermons4kids.com 

by Rob Moll 

T ouch is an essential human need. When we shake hands or put an arm across a friend’s shoulder, the body releases neuro-
logical chemicals like oxytocin and serotonin that feel good, while also inhibiting chemicals that cause stress. But touch 

doesn’t just feel good; it is vital to being human. When babies and children are deprived of touch, their brain development is per-
manently impaired, which can destroy the growth of social abilities and result in lower intelligence. 

In a society where touch is primarily associated with sexual desire, hug a new friend and you might be perceived as coming on too 
strong. Kiss a work associate? Grounds for a harassment lawsuit. When we do touch, it is often marked by awkwardness. A loved 
one is hurting so we give a “side hug,” reassuring ourselves perhaps that she “needs her space.” 

Whether our response is to shrink away or desperately solicit a hug from a stranger, we clearly need touch, badly. Into this touch-
deprived culture, the Church can offer a robust theology and set of practices for the body. God made our bodies to be in commit-
ted intimacy with one another. 

Throughout the Scriptures we meet people who engage in intimate physical touch. Esau meets Jacob on the road. He rushes to 
him, embraces him, falls on his neck and kisses him. Paul departs from Ephesus and the elders of the church weep, hug, and kiss 
him—repeatedly. We can imagine them holding Paul’s face in their hands, trying hard to remember every line, the tilt of his smile, 
the deep love in his eyes. They would not see him face to face ever again. Jesus, in His last hours, reclines with His disciple on 
His breast. The early Christians greeted one another with kisses. All of these people operated under the assumption that the body 
was holy. Reconciliation meant re-engaging physically. Saying farewell meant holding the beloved body close. Healing was al-
ways hands-on. 

A fully Christian understanding of the body recognizes that we are not merely creatures of belief, formed by study and sermons. 
We are beings of longings, desires, and passions that are shaped by our bodies, made in the image of God. Our bodies are created 
good, made to be linked together in committed intimacy with others. 

Our bodies were created for touch, and we need it. Our lives literally depend on it. But what would a church (a single parish) look 
like that took such a high view of the body, as designed by God for intimate physical touch? A congregation might link arms after 
communion—an intimate shared meal—and sing together to express their care and connection to each other. A pastor might offer 
healing prayer and anointing with oil, warm, physical touch when a person is most vulnerable. A small group might commit to 
serving by cuddling infants at the local NICU or offering manicures to the elderly at a local nursing home. A Christian might vol-
unteer to hold the hand of a church member who lies dying. In all of these ways and more, the Church can speak against the mes-
sage of our culture that intimate touch is unnecessary—or limited only to sex. These acts offer what could become essential forms 
of resistance in a culture of increasing isolation. 

As the conduit of God’s presence to the world, the Church is charged with revealing the intimate relationship God offers to those 
who trust in Him. Each time we reach out and touch someone, we communicate the tangible truth of the Gospel—that God in 
Christ reaches out to each of us, drawing us into intimate relationship with Him and those around us. 

Source: www.christianitytoday.com 


