
December 17, 2017 ~ Sunday of the Holy Forefathers  
(Second Sunday before Christmas ~ Неділя Святих Праотців)  

Epistle: Colossians 3: 4-11  Gospel: Luke 14: 16-24 
See the bulletin insert for the troparia and special texts 

 G o out into the highways and hedgerows and compel them to come in. I want my house to be filled.” 
We hear today how the Master desires all to come and partake of the glorious provision He has se-

cured. This is a Gospel passage most of us know well, but how often do we practice its teaching? Our wit-
ness has a divine purpose — reaching those who have yet to come to Christ in salvation. Are we willing to 
go out into the highways and hedgerows of our community, to engage people where they are and as they 
are with the Gospel? There are no prerequisites. We are commanded to compel “them” to come in, and to 
join in the pursuit of those (and there are many) who need Christ.    ~  from a sermon by Christopher Benfield 

“ 

Prepare for Christmas by fasting, not feasting 

As we continue our journey through Pylypivka 
(Advent in our rite), we are encouraged to prac-
tice the spirit of sacrifice, penance, and fasting. 
This past Wednesday, the fifth candle on the 

banner, purple, was ’lit’ representing repentance. It re-
minds us of our need to repent before we can meet the 
coming of Christ. “Repent for the kingdom of God is at 
hand.” (Matthew 4: 17) 

For the final week, the red candle on the banner will be lit 
this coming Wednesday to signify the Holy Eucharist. It 
also reminds us that Christ, Who was born in Bethlehem,  
and Who will come again at the end of time, comes to us 
now in the great Sacrament of His Presence, the Holy Eu-
charist. The reason He was born in Bethlehem was that we 
might allow Him to come and be born in the manger of our 
hearts. “Let every heart prepare Him room…” 

Many thanks to (new parents) Jacklyn 
and Chris Strehlow, Cheryl Bain and 
son Rory Bain, and Jennifer Manion 
and son Jack Manion, for organizing, 
preparing, and running the St. Nicholas 
party held last Sunday after the Divine 

Liturgy, and of course, the parents, grandparents and friends of 
the children who attended. It was truly a special occasion. 
Thanks also to our honoured guest, St. Nicholas, and his helper 
Emma Myslicki for bringing and doling out gifts to the kids.  

The Order of Services for Christmas, New Year’s and The-
ophany appeared as an insert in last weekend’s bulletin; extra 
copies are on the narthex table. And don’t forget to pick-up a 
2018 Church Calendar for your home as well. ☺ 

Your 2018 Parish Collection Envelopes are now available for 
pick-up. Please do not use them until the New Year. Also, due 
to the fact that a large number of boxes of envelopes were not 
utilized this past year due to deaths, sickness, and people mov-
ing, the numbering system has again been reorganized, which 
means that many envelope holders will have a new number for 
2018. In doing so, we will be able to order less envelopes for 
the following year and save the parish money. Please check the 
box when you pick it up and ensure that your name is on it. 

Attention all Eucharist Ministers and Epistle Readers! The 
schedule for 2018 will be ready soon. If you know in advance 
that you may not be available for a certain day or month, 
please inform Michael Watral at your earliest convenience 
before he finalizes the schedule. 

December 9/10 
 Envelopes: $2,610.00 

 Mission Fund: $72.25 

 Special Projects: $215.00 

 Flowers for Christmas: $15.00  

 Donation to the parish: $1,500.00 

December’s Mission Collection is designated for St. Andrew’s 
Dew Drop Inn, a warm and welcome place where people who 
are hungry can come to eat with no questions asked. 

 

Saturday, December 23 

  5:00 p.m. Sunday before the Nativity (Holy Fathers) 
  Epistle Reader: Michael Watral 

Sunday, December 24 

10:00 a.m. Sunday before the Nativity (Holy Fathers) 
  Epistle Reader: Walter Warywoda 

  7:50 p.m. Great Complines with Vespers 
  8:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Divine Liturgy 
  Epistle Reader: Andrea Warywoda 

 

The “One Who Comes” dispel the darkness 
And ushers in the New Law’s grace. 
By crushing evil’s head - the serpent 
Whose lies enslave the human race. 

May God’s new covenant unite us, 
Jesus! Each and every child of Adam bless. 



Readings for the Sunday before the Nativity 
Sunday of the Holy Fathers ~ December 24 

(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

Epistle: Hebrews 11: 9-10, 17-23, 32-40 
Gospel: Matthew 1: 1-25 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions, 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

    St. George’s Society 

There is no bingo scheduled for December. However, the 
next bingo training session will take place at Superior 
Shores today, Sunday, December 17 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
We need a few more members to do so as we have recent-
ly lost some of our current volunteers. All parishioners are 
also welcome to take the training and help at bingos. Thank 
you for your cooperation and support. 

There will be no regular monthly meeting in December. We 
will reconvene on Sunday, February 4, 2018 at our annual 
‘Super Bowl’ meeting. Until then, the Executive wishes all 
members and their families a peaceful and holy Christmas 
holiday season and a happy and blessed New Year!  

Holy Cross Golden Agers 
Thursday afternoon activities are now cancelled for the rest of 
December and through to the end of January, and will resume 
on February 8, 2018 at the usual time when new members are 
welcome to join. We wish all current members a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Feeling lucky? A bus to Grand Portage is planned for Wednes-
day, January 17, 2018. To reserve a seat, please contact Ann 
Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann Opaski (577-2805) between 
now and mid-January. This is a free service. Non-members 
(18 years and up) are invited also. The more, the merrier!  

Community Calendar 
Westfort Christmas Market - Sunday, December 17 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Westfort Prosvita Hall, 721 Gore St. W. 
New and previous enjoyed items, crafts, jewelry, knitted and 
crocheted items, food, plus much more.  

Rotary Carol Sing - Sunday, December 17 from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. in support of the Thunder Bay Christmas Cheer 
Fund. Held in Fort William at St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 
808 Ridgeway Street, and in Port Arthur at St. Pauls’ United 
Church, 349 Waverly St. This is a fun and free event for all.  

The Three Holy Youths ~ Ananiah, Mishael and Azariah 

In the Book of Daniel, the Three Holy Youths, Hananiah 
(Shadrach), Mishael (Meshach), and Azariah (Abednego) 
were all companions of the Prophet Daniel and fellow kins-
men in the tribe of Judah. During the reign of King Jecho-
nias, they were taken prisoner and led away as captives with 
other Jews during the Babylonian Captivity. Eventually they 
were taken into the court of King Nebuchadnezzar as serv-
ants, stripped of their Hebrew names, and given Babylonian 
names which honoured pagan deities. They later would be 
delivered by God from death after being placed in furnace by 
Nebuchadnezzar. The Church teaches that it was Christ tak-
ing the form of an angel who saved the youths from their 
torment. In icons of this miracle, the angel sports a halo 
bearing a cross, indicating that He is Christ. They are com-
memorated with the Holy Prophet Daniel on December 17. 

A Candy Kane Christmas - A family comedy presented by St. Ignatius’ Senior 
Drama Class, Tuesday, December 19 and Wednesday, December 20 at 7 p.m. at 
St. Ignatius Auditorium, 285 Gibson Street. Tickets are $8.

00
 per person and availa-

ble at the Main Office from 8:00 a.m – 3:30 p.m. Call 344-8433. A portion of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to the Salvation Army. 

“Malanka ~ A New Year’s Celebration” presented by The League of Ukrainian 
Canadians and Chaban Ukrainian Dance Group  on Saturday, January 27, 2018 
at the Port Arthur Polish Hall, 102 S. Court St. Entertainment by Chaban Dancers 
and live band “Zirka” from Toronto. For tickets, call Doug Chorkawy at 621-1593 or 
Hanya Cvornjek at 344-3136. Get yours early to avoid disappointment! 

HAVE YOU BEEN ATTENDING SERVICES BUT NOT REGISTERED IN 
OUR PARISH? Please fill in the registration form below and hand it in to the office 
or place it in the collection basket at Liturgy.  Once registered, you can pick up your 
weekly Offertory Envelopes from the shelf in the narthex. Please print legibly.  

Family (last) name: ____________________   First name(s): _________________ 

Address: _____________________________  Postal Code: __________________ 

Phone: (home)  ________________________; (mobile) _____________________ 

E-mail (optional): ___________________________________________________ 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/index.php?title=Book_of_Daniel&action=edit&redlink=1
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Prophet
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Prophet_Daniel
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Orthodox_Church
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Icon
https://orthodoxwiki.org/December_17


I n today’s Bible story, Jesus tells a parable about a host 
who is preparing a great feast. The invitation was sent 

and those who were invited said they would come. When 
everything was ready, the host sent his servant to those 
who had been invited. The servant said to them, 
"Everything is ready! Please come to the feast." 

One guest after another began to make all kinds of lame 
excuses as to why they could not come. "I have bought 
some land and I have to go and look it over," said one. "I 
have bought some new oxen and I need to try them out," 
another said. Still another said, "I have just gotten married, 
and I cannot come." 

The host became very angry and told his servants to go out 
into the streets, the alleys, and the fields and invite the 
blind, the crippled, and the poor until every seat at the ta-
ble was filled. Guess who didn’t get to come? That’s right. 
The ones who had been invited the first time. "Not one of 
those first invited will get to taste my food," the host said. 

In this story, the host is God and the feast is at His heaven-
ly banquet. The Jews accepted the first invitation that was 
sent by Moses and the prophets. The Jews were God’s cho-
sen people. But when Jesus came with the second invita-
tion, they chose not to accept it. They were too busy doing 
other things that they felt were more important than giving 
themselves to God and serving Him. So God decided to 
invite us - the Gentiles. 

God has invited us to His Heavenly banquet and it is the 
most important invitation we will ever receive. We don’t 
want to miss it and let little things become more important 
to us than attending His banquet. If we keep making excus-
es to not accept His invitation, even if we think they are 
good excuses, one day He will pull His invitation from us 
and we will miss out on all He has prepared for us. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for inviting us to your 
banquet. Help us to not let anything seem more important 
than accepting your invitation today. Amen.  

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 

The Sunday between December 11-17 is called, simply enough, the “Second Sunday Before the Nativity of the Lord,” and more specifi-
cally, the “Sunday of the Forefathers.”  This liturgical preparation for the Feast of our Lord’s Nativity—something of a build-up—is a 
conscious echo of the lengthy time of preparation, determined by God and embodied in the history of Israel, before the sending of His 
only-begotten Son into the world “in the fullness of time” [Galatians 4:4].  This specific period of liturgical time—and here we mean the 
entire forty days of the Nativity Fast—is something of a microcosm of the historical time in which the righteous ones of Israel fervently 
awaited the deliverance promised by God and embodied in the Messiah, “Who is Christ the Lord” [Luke 2:11].  The spiritually fertile 
promise of God given to the patriarch Abraham will begin its historical expression with the Advent of Christ:  “Now the Lord said to 
Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  And I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who curses you I will curse; and by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves” [Genesis 12:1-3]. 

For this reason, Saint Paul emphasized the importance of Abraham, exalting him as the father of the faithful: “So you see that it is men 
of faith who are the sons of Abraham….  And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to prom-
ise” [Galatians 3:7,29]. According to the Scriptures, one’s “faith identity” is far more significant than one’s “ethnic/social identi-
ty.”  This was magnificently expressed by the Apostle Paul in what were certainly radical terms for his time (and, alas, for our present 
time): “Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, freeman, but Christ is all, and 
in all” [Colossians 3:11].  And in Galatians, Saint Paul writes, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” [3:28].  

Essentially, it is through faith—simultaneously a gift and a response—that we will yet again “see” the pre-eternal God “wrapped in 
swaddling clothes lying in a manger” [Luke 2:12].  Is there any possibility that we could experience a child-like eagerness and sense of 
anticipation for that awesome vision amidst our “mature,” yet grindingly realistic, if not cynical, reflections on the present Christmas 
season as we await the Feast?  If not, we may just well be facing another “merry Christmas” that lasts about as long as it takes to unwrap 
our gifts and eat our holiday meal. 

The appointed Gospel reading for the Sunday of the Forefathers is Luke 14:16-24.  The connection between this particular parable and 
the commemoration of the Forefathers may not be readily apparent.  However, this Parable of the Great Banquet clearly anticipates the 
coming of the Gentiles into the Church—foretold to and by the Forefathers—thereby bringing to fruition the promise made to Abraham 
and the other righteous ancestors of Christ.  The banquet of the parable is the image of the Christian Eucharist that unites both Jews and 
Gentiles in the one Body of the Church and points to the heavenly banquet of the Kingdom of God, an image going back to the Prophet 
Isaiah among other Old Testament sources.  This dialectic between “promise” and “fulfillment” may therefore be the very point of its 
choice for this particular Sunday. In the parable, we hear various “excuses” as to why some of the invited guests ask to be excused from 
the great banquet.  They all sound quite legitimate and understandable—as do our excuses when we decline the King’s invitation to the 
great banquet on either the exterior or interior level. Life presents its demands that must be immediately met.   These demands can be 
domestic (the home and children), professional (work-related), or even recreational (needed time off).  They combine in such a way that 
at times it all seems overwhelming. We can easily lose track of the days as they become something of an indistinguishable blur of end-
less activity—perhaps right now even more so than at any other time of the year.  Christmas puts such a demand on all of our re-
sources—energy, time, money, etc. As legitimate or understandable as these excuses of the invited guests may have appeared to be, even 
drawing forth our sympathy or empathy, the master of the parable, on the contrary, proved to be neither sympathetic nor empathetic, and 
did not accept them.  And this master is clearly an image of God (the Father).   

We are the spiritually “poor and maimed and blind and lame” [Luke 14:21] who have been invited to the great banquet.  This is none 
other than the “marriage supper of the Lamb” [Revelation 19:9].  Let us accept the invitation with joy and thanksgiving. 


