
December 3, 2017 ~ 26
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
 Epistle: Ephesians 5: 9-19   Gospel: Luke 12: 16-21 

Troparia are in Tone 1, found on page 89 of the navy blue missals 

 
T he point of Jesus’ parable in today’s Gospel is very plain: be careful when it comes to money and 

possessions and finances because those things can get your life off track. Scripture clearly warns us 
against wealth and some of the desires and attitudes that come with it. Our priority should be to live faith-
fully and simply with God. Simplicity is a perspective about money and finances and material things, and 
the discipline of simplicity is a way of life for Christians that keeps us different from the world. How are 
we to be different? Let us always strive to have an attitude of simplicity rather than greed, and not to be 
driven by today’s material world. “Blessed are the meek…”                            ~ taken from a sermon by Troy Borst 

 

Wednesday, December 6 

10:00 a.m. - Our Holy Father Nicholas the Wonder-worker 

Saturday, December 9 

10:00 a.m. - The Conception of St. Anne, When She 

  Conceived the Most Holy Mother of God 

Saturday, December 9 

  5:00 p.m. - 27th Sunday after Pentecost 
  Epistle Reader: Denny Verdenik 

Sunday, December 10 

10:00 a.m.  - 27th Sunday after Pentecost 
  Epistle Reader: Susan Soldan 

November 25/26 
Envelopes: $1,550.00 Special Projects: $130.00 

Mission Fund: $66.50 Flowers for Christmas: $10.00  

Ukrainian Bishops of Canada: $20.00 

Donation to the parish on the occasion 
of Fred Humeniuk’s 80th birthday: $50.00 

Thank you for your generosity ~ Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

The Mission Collection for November totalled $268.35 which 
will be forwarded to Thunder Bay Christmas Cheer. 

December’s Mission Collection is designated for St. Andrew’s 
Dew Drop Inn. Visit www.dewdropinnthunderbay.ca 

 

“Some people are so poor. 
All they have is money.” 

- Unknown 

Prepare for Christmas by fasting, not feasting 

Pylypivka or St. Philip’s Fast, (Advent in our rite), 
began the day after the Feast of St. Philip 
(November 14) and will last through Christmas 
Eve. The third candle on the banner is gold and 
reminds us of love. Remember the words of St. 

John: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may 
not perish, but may have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

Let us also remember the life of St. Nicholas who was 
known for his great generosity in distributing gifts and rich-
es to the poor, and follow his example at this time of year. 

We will be making cabbage rolls for Christmas and taking or-
ders for frozen ones only. Please sign the list in the narthex. 
This weekend is your last opportunity to do so. Preparations 
and rolling will take place on December 5 (9:30 a.m. for cab-
bage and onion preparations, and December 6 (11 a.m. for rice 
making; 12:30 p.m. for rolling; 2:00 p.m. for clean-up). Your 
help is encouraged and appreciated.  

St. Nicholas will arrive for a visit to Holy Cross on 
Sunday, December 10 following the 10 a.m. Divine 
Liturgy. We invite all children and their families to 
come to the parish hall to receive him. Those who 
plan to attend are requested to please call Jacklyn 
Strehlow at 252-1789 by Monday, December 4 so 

that the appropriate arrangements can be made. There will be a 
short schedule of fun activities. Lunch will be served.  

Many thanks to those who brought donations of candy, mugs, 
and personal hygiene items for our Christmas Cheer project. 
The response was overwhelming.  May God bless you all! 

Volunteer Envelope Counters Needed! We are always look-
ing to increase our pool of volunteers who count the Sunday 
collections. Our counters work in pairs and are assigned for 
specific months. New counters will receive training. To volun-
teer, please speak with Susan Soldan or call her at 475-4550.  

The Schedule for Services during the Christmas Season will 
be included as an insert next weekend. Your 2018 weekly par-
ish offering envelopes and calendars are also forthcoming.  

And we remind everyone that the various inserts included in 
this weekly bulletin, carefully prepared for you and sometimes 
with much research and time-spent doing so, are yours to keep. 
Please take them home rather than leaving them in the pews.☺ 
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 The League of Ukrainian Canadians (Ліґа Українців Канади) and Chaban Ukrainian Dance 
Group present “Malanka” (New Year’s Celebration) on Saturday, January 27, 2018 at the Port 
Arthur Polish Alliance Hall, 102 S. Court St. Entertainment by Chaban Dancers and live band 
“Zirka” from Toronto. For tickets, contact Hanya Cvornjek at 344-3136 or Doug Chorkawy at 
621-1593. See the poster in the narthex bulletin board for more details. Забавляйтеся! 

Community Calendar 

Christmas Bazaar & Bake Sale - Hosted by 
St. Peter’s CWL on Sunday, December 3 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the parish 
hall, 615 Connolly St. Featured will be a 
penny auction and raffles, kids’ activity table, 
deli, and more. Admission is free! 

 Christmas Concert - Lakehead Choral Group presents 
“Spirit of Christmas” on Wednesday, December 6

th
 at 

7:30 p.m. at St. Agnes Church. Tickets are $15 in advance 
($18 at the door) and are available from Rollason Flowers, 
Music World Academy, Finnish Bookstore/Kitchen Nook, 
any LCG member (Susan Soldan) or by calling 577-1224. 
Come out and catch the “Spirit of Christmas”! 

Readings for the 27th Sunday after Pentecost  
(December 10) 

(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

Epistle: Ephesians 6: 10-17 
Gospel:  Luke 13: 10-17 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions, 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

    St. George’s Society 

There will be no regular monthly meeting in December. We 
will reconvene on Sunday, February 4, 2018 at our annual 
‘Super Bowl’ meeting. Until then, the Executive wishes all 
members and their families a peaceful and holy Christmas 
holiday season and a happy and blessed New Year!  

Members will be needed to help prepare cabbage and on-
ions for the upcoming cabbage roll making session this 
week: Tuesday (Dec. 5) at 9:30 a.m. and then on Wednes-
day (Dec. 6) from 11:00 a.m. onward to help prepare the 
rice and help with clean-up. Your assistance is appreciated. 

There is no bingo scheduled for December. However, the 
next bingo training session will take place at Superior 
Shores on Sunday, December 17 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. We 
need a few more members to do so as we have recently lost 
some of our current volunteers. All parishioners are also 
welcome to take the training and help at bingos. Thank you 
for your cooperation and support. 

Holy Cross Golden Agers 
Thursday, December 14 is the date for our final get-
together for 2017. Regular activities happen at the usual 
time followed by our annual free Christmas dinner along 
with raffles, sing-alongs, and lots of fun! Members are re-
quested to bring donations for the Thunder Bay Food Bank.  

There will not be a bus to Grand Portage in December; 
however, if there is enough interest, there will be one 
scheduled for January 17, 2018. Please feel free to contact 
Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann Opaski (577-2805) be-
tween now and early January to book your seat. This is a 
free service. Non-members are also invited to come for the 
ride, relaxation, and recreation! 

A Beautiful Example to Follow 

A mong the various feasts of the Saints 
whose memory we commemorate 

during the Church Year, one merits spe-
cial consideration. From earliest times 
our holy Father, St. Nicholas, enjoyed 
great veneration and universal respect 
among the Ukrainian people. Not a single 
home in our homeland was without an 
icon of St. Nicholas, and his image is almost always seem 
among the icons on the iconastases of our churches. Our peo-
ple venerate him as though he were a native Saint. 

We do not know very much about the life of St. Nicholas, but 
what we do know for certain is that he was a bishop for many 
years in Myra, a city in the province of Lycia, in Asia Minor, 
that he took part in the First Ecumenical Council in 325 at 
Nicea, and that he died around the year 325. We also know 
that his whole life was dedicated to works of mercy, both cor-
poral and spiritual. Even during his lifetime he was called “the 
father of orphans, widows, and the poor.” After his death, the 
Lord glorified him with the gift of working miracles, for 
which he received the title “Great Wonder-worker.” 

Although nearly one thousand six hundred and seventy-five 
years have passed since his death, because of his works of 
charity and merciful generosity, he continues to live in the 
hearts of millions of people. Every year on his feastday, De-
cember 6 (December 19 on the Julian calendar), his love of 
neighbour continues to live symbolically throughout the 
world, as thousands upon thousands of children receive gifts in 
his name. The secret of his great and continuous admiration 
among all the Christian nations lies in the fact that he has be-
come a symbol of sacrificial love and compassionate mercy. 
This is attested by the history of his following, our church ser-
vices and the fervent veneration of his icons. 

Source: A Byzantine Rite Liturgical Year 

 
HELLO, EMPLOYMENT AGENCY? 
THERE’S BEEN A MISTAKE...  

I ASKED FOR TEN ELVES! 



  D o you like to watch game shows? There are so 
many of them. One of the more popular game 

shows of all time still on TV today is “Let’s Make A 
Deal.” On that show, contestants are given a chance 
to trade a prize that they had already won for a prize 
that’s hidden behind curtain or door number 1, 2, or 3. 
Sometimes they win a better prize, but other times, 
they end up with a worthless one called a ‘zonk’.  

In real life, sometimes people spend their time making 
deals and trying to build up more wealth. They think 
that the more money and possessions they have, the 
happier they will be. 

Jesus warned us about that. He said, “Watch out! Be 
on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

He then told the story of a man whose land has pro-
duced so much grain that he had no place to store it. 
Even though he had plenty of it, he wanted more, so 
he decided to tear down his barns and build bigger 
ones. Jesus said the man was a fool, for when his life 
was over, he would leave everything behind. He would 
leave this world with nothing.  

Life is not a TV game show and God doesn’t make 
deals. God has promised to supply all of our needs, but 
He has not promised to fulfill every selfish wish. Re-
member what our Lord Jesus said, “Watch out! Be on 
your guard against all kinds of greed.”  

Let us pray: Dear Father, help us to be content with 
the blessings which you so generously give us, and help 
us to be on guard against selfishness and greed. Amen. 

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 

I’ve never made a fortune,  
It’s probably too late now.  

But I don’t worry about that much,  
I’m happy anyhow. 

   
As I go along my journey 

I’m reaping better than I sowed.  
I’m drinking from the saucer,  

’Cause my cup has overflowed.  
   

I don’t have a lot of riches,  
And sometimes the going’s tough.  

But I’ve got loving ones around me;  
I think I’m rich enough.  

   
I thank God for His blessings,  

and the mercies He’s bestowed.  
I’m drinking from the saucer,  

’Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 

I remember times when things went wrong,  
My faith wore somewhat thin.  

But all at once the dark clouds broke,  
And the sun peeped through again.  

   
So, Lord, help me not to gripe  

About the tough rows that I’ve hoed.  
I’m drinking from the saucer,  

’Cause my cup has overflowed.  
   

God gives me strength and courage,  
When the way grows steep and rough.  

I’ll not ask for other blessings,  
For I’m already blessed enough.  

   
May I never be too busy,  

To help others bear their load.  
Then I’ll be drinking from the saucer,  

’Cause my cup has overflowed.  

Drinking From The Saucer 
By John Paul Moore 


