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Autohome Paints 

Blake Funeral Chapel Ltd. 

Mascarin Collision 
and Auto Care Centre 

Thank you very much! Щиро дякую! Mille grazie! 
 

We graciously welcome 

Jess Corbett Photography 

as our newest sponsor for The Plentiful Harvester. 
See the ad on page 3 of this publication. 
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Greetings to all St. George’s Members! 

W HEN I LAST ADDRESSED YOU in the summer edi-
tion of this bulletin, the Executive had yet to meet to 

discuss and form the new slate of officers for the 2017-2018 
society year. As you probably guessed by now and know from 
the first regular monthly meeting that took place this past Sep-
tember 24, I have decided to remain in the position of president 
for one more year. This I do with confidence in my fellow 
members, knowing that together we will continue to love and 
serve God and build His kingdom on earth. 

A quick re-cap of the three events this past month has us look-
ing first at the annual Corn Roast that took place on Saturday, 
September 2, (more than a month ago already!), and what an 
occasion it was! Approximately 145 were in attendance (this 
included the Committee members and family help) and, in my 
opinion, it was another success for our club, both figuratively 
and financially. Thanks again to my fellow Committee mem-
bers and to all who supported this yearly social gathering. I’m 
already thinking of what to do for next year’s Trivia Challenge. 

After nearly ten months of planning, the parish held its 50th 
anniversary celebrations two weeks later on Saturday, Septem-
ber 16. A Divine Liturgy took place at 4:00 p.m. with special 
guest celebrants Father Andrija Petresin and Father Volodymyr 
Chvets assisting Father Stepan, along with David Petresin and 
Stanley Myslicki as altar servers. The rest of the Petresin fami-
ly was also present, Father’s wife Vera and daughter Julia  — 
it was good to see them once again, but like others, I wished 
they could have stayed a bit longer. And let’s certainly not for-
get our former priest (Father) Taras Karpiuk who flew in from 
Toronto and surprised everyone in the narthex as they entered 
the church. It wouldn’t have been the same without him, and 
I’m glad he was able to attend as well. 

The celebratory dinner at the Slovak Legion and planned pro-
gramme for the evening included performances from the Cha-
ban and Zorya Dancers, the continuous scrolling video of pic-
tures, some personal reflections by our MCs Walter Karachok 
and Pat Warywoda, the Trivia Challenge, and a formal video 
presentation — thanks especially to Ryan Lysak who did most 
of the preparation. On behalf of the 50th Anniversary Commit-
tee, I’d like to thank those St. George’s members who helped 
in any way to make our parish’s golden jubilee a truly memo-
rable occasion. Let us hope that we are all present in 10 years 
at the 60th! 

And finally, the Golf Tournament was held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 30 — on a day when rain was in the forecast, but thank-
fully, did not happen. In fact, it might have been a little chilly 
while standing in the wind, but eventually it did die down and 
the clouds made way for a beautiful deep blue sky. Many 
thanks to the members of the Golf Tournament Committee and 
those who participated (we had three guest golfers) for an awe-
some afternoon and evening of fun, food, and friendship.  

As I close yet another letter, allow me to say thank you again 
to all members for your time, effort, dedication, and hard work 
in serving the Lord. As we progress through this society year, I 
know I can count on you to help maintain the well-deserved 
reputation with which St. George’s has been blessed, while at 
the same time, showing humility and obedience to God. 

 

   Fraternally yours in Christ, 

   Michael A. Watral, President 



It Keeps Getting Better and Better 
O n Saturday, September 2, members of St. George’s Society played host to a crowd of approximately 

140+ hungry appetites at the Annual Corn Roast. Many thanks to Corn Roast Chairman, Joseph Z. 
Myslicki, who holds the secret to cooking perfect corn-on-the cob, members Dr. Larry Watral, our in-
house master chef whose menu was fantastic once more, and the production assistants Bill Belbas, Ger-
ry Bullock, Barry DeJardine, Gordon Ibey, John Iwasenko, Walter Karachok, Morris Tarnawsky, 
Michael Watral, and Michael Wilding who took care of the rest. Sincerest appreciation is also extended 
to the following ladies who lent a hand with various tasks (donating and prepping food, selling tickets, 
tending bar) as well: Susan Ibey, Ann Tarnawsky, Alice Watral, and Frances Watral. 

Both young and old enjoyed themselves munching on sweet corn (isn’t that right, Moe?), 
savoury salads, succulent sausages, delectable desserts, and downing their favourite bev-
erages. It was another harvest feast prepared by willing and able hands, and blessed by the 
Lord. The kids (and a few adults) were even treated to ice-cold popsicles, too. 

And did we mention prizes? The Blind Auction made its anticipated return with 31 offerings, 
the “A-maze-ing Challenge” provided patrons with a chance to win a nice door prize, and 
the customary session of bingo to end the evening saw those who remained win a few 
bucks and small gifts as well. Thanks again to our donors for their continued support and 
generosity — there was a nice selection of offerings to take home. And we would be remiss 
if we didn’t mention and say thanks to, hopefully, two future St. George members, brothers Konner and Kolten Prevost 
who again helped to secure the winning numbers for the raffles, and cheerfully dole out the prizes to the lucky winners. 

All in all, the evening went very well — we had a few unexpected glitches and could have used a bit more help (for next year 
we hope) and it rained for a while — but other than that, it was another great event, and profitable, netting over $1300, 
thanks to all of our ticket holders from the parish, the Golden Agers, and many friends from the community. If you missed it 
or have never been (yes, that is the case with some), there’s always next year. Hope to see many again in 2018! 

 

Weddings, Events, Lifestyle Photography + more 
Bookings/ Inquiries: jesscorbett7@hotmail.com 

Tel: 807 621-3026 • www.jesscorbettphotography.ca 

Annual Tournament Update 
by Maurice Zakrewski, Fish and Game Chairman 

 

A TTENTION ALL FISHERMEN! The 2017 Fishing Tournament will close in three short weeks, so if you want to get your 
name and catch on the board, you’d better do it soon. All weigh-in slips should be turned in at your earliest convenience 

to any of the Committee members (Morris Tarnawsky, Myron Warywoda, Eugene Zdebiak, and myself, Maurice Zakrewski). 

 Here are the current standings as of October 6, 2017. 

Bass   Dr. Pat Opaski ~ 3 lbs. 0 oz. 
   Dr. Don Lysak ~ 2 lbs. 8 oz. 

Pickerel  Maurice Zakrewski ~ 4 lbs. 8 oz. 
   Dr. Don Lysak ~ 4 lbs. 2 oz. 
   Dr. Don Lysak ~ 3 lbs. 6 oz. 

Pike   Maurice Zakrewski ~ 15 lbs. 7 oz. 
   Maurice Zakrewski ~ 8 lbs. 7 oz. 

Salmon  Roger Swerdlyk ~ 2 lbs. 8 oz. 

Lake Trout  Eugene Zdebiak ~ 15 lbs. 4 oz. 
   Roger Swerdlyk ~ 5 lbs. 8 oz. 
   Dr. Don Lysak ~ 5 lbs. 12 oz 

Rainbow Trout Dr. Pat Opaski ~ 5 lbs. 1 oz. 

Speckled Trout Dr. Don Lysak  ~ 2 lbs. 6 oz. 
   Maurice Zakrewski ~ 1 lb. 8 oz. 

As you can see, there’s room for more bass, pike, salmon, rainbow trout, and speckled trout entries — a good variety of fish 
— and it’s always satisfying to see a full board of names and catches at our windup in early November. 

And speaking of our windup, the annual Fish and Game 
Banquet is set for Saturday, November 4 at 6:00 p.m. in 
our  parish hall. Cost is $5 person. All members are cordial-
ly invited to attend. And if you have any prizes you’d like to 
donate, or know of someone who might want to, see me at 
least one week before the banquet for pick-up or delivery. 

Best of luck between now and October 29. And remember: 
stay safe on the lakes; wear a lifejacket at all times and do 
not drink alcohol while operating a motorized vehicle. 

Tight lines and keep your tip up! 
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From the Pencils of Babes 
Hilarious Kid Answers to Test Questions 

 

Q. What ended in 1896? 
A. 1895. 
 
Q. Name six animals that live in the Arctic. 
A. Two polar bears and four seals. 
 
Q. What are three things you want to do in the 
future? 
A. 1) Get a girlfriend; 2) kiss her; 3) rule the 
world. 
 
Q. What is your favourite hue? 
A. Jackman. 
 
Q. Why are there rings around Saturn? 
A. Because God liked it so much he put a ring 
on it. (Quote from a Beyoncé song.) 
 
Q. What do we call the science of classifying 
things? 
A. Racism 
 
Q. Where was the American Declaration of 
Independence signed? 
A. On the bottom. 
 
Q. In what state do particles show the most 
movement? The least movement? 
A. California and New Jersey. 
 
Q. Imagine that you lived at the same time as 
Abraham Lincoln. What would you tell him? 
A. Not to go to a play ever. 
 
Q. What do you think is the best solution to 
overpopulation? 
A. The Hunger Games. 
 
Q. Bob has 36 candy bars. He eats 29. What 
does he have now? 
A. Diabetes — Bob has diabetes. 
 
Q. Marcus is the strongest kid in second 
grade. He used to lift 12 pounds. Now he can 
lift 97 pounds. How much more can he lift? 
A. Marcus is on steroids. 
 
Q. What is the difference between 8 and 6? 
A. Eight is all curly, six is not. 
 
Q. Problem: You fell on the ground and 
skinned your knee. 
A. Solution: Get up and deal with it. 
 
Q. When should a motorist use his high beams? 
A. When he wants to be an a**hole. 
 

Source: www.giveitlove.com 
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Dear Brothers and Parishioners of St. George’s Society 
of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross Parish! 

L ET ME GREET YOU on the occasion of the 50th year of the birthday of your 
church! May God abundantly bless you and your families with love, happy life 

and good health now and in the future.  

And speaking of the future, if we don't have, today, children in the 
church, then that same future looks bleak. Only the Youth can keep the 
fire of our faith lit and pass it on for generations to come. No theoretical 
"Vibrant Parish" conferences or meetings can make a parish vibrant. 
Only young boys and girls, growing up in the spirit of Faith can keep the 
church running in the future. Our biggest task today is to bring them 

back to church where they were baptized, with the promise to become servants of 
Christ, and where they got their Christian names. Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, 
after His Glorious Resurrection, also prepared holy rooms of heavenly dwelling for 
His people, who are young today. Let us keep our hope high, and dedicate more pray-
ers for the children's return to the church. Everything is possible with God!  
 

  Father Stepan Didur 

Spiritual Benefits of Praying the Rosary Daily 

T HE BENEFITS of the praying the Rosary are quite extraordinary. In addition to 
the “15 Promises of the Rosary” (visit www.themostholyrosarycom), daily 

Rosary prayer also provides us with tremendous spiritual growth. 

You may have heard people of several religions speak of gaining more 
"consciousness". What exactly does this mean? Basically, gaining consciousness 
means gaining insight about oneself and how one relates to his/her surround-
ings. With better insight about your own being, a heightened sense of self-
awareness is achieved. As a result, you become more aligned with God and His 
holy will. 

The following is a list of the many spiritual benefits that are typically gained by 
those who pray the Rosary on a regular basis: 

• Creates fulfillment and meaning in your life.  

• Helps you understanding your life's purpose. 

• Brings you closer to God and allows Him to actively help you in your life.  

• Improves discernment and the gives you a better ability to know right from wrong.  

• Increases your empathy, compassion, and tolerance towards others. 

• Creates peace in your life and helps create peace to those close to you.  

• Directs you towards heavenly treasures rather than earthly desires. 

• Increases mental awareness; creates a greater sense of intuition. 

• Increases your capacity to love yourself and others. 

• Provides assurance and guidance in times of despair and hopelessness. 

• Allows you to connect better with others and with nature. 

• Increases your will power and your desire for goodness. 

• Provides protection against negative influences. 

• Opens your mind to accept a Higher Truth.  

• Decreases the desire to sin; helps overcome temptation. 

• Most importantly – the Rosary helps us understand God. 

http://www.erosary.com/rosary/benefits/fifteen-promises.htm
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Thanks to our photographers for capturing the cherished memories from our parish’s golden jubilee. 

Emcees Walter Karachok and Pat 
Warywoda at the Memorial Dedication 

Members of the Zorya Dancers present 
the bread and salt during ‘Pryvit’ 

Marnie Wolowich poses 
with John and Olga Belbas 

Dr. Jennifer Swerdlyk, daughter 
Mikayla, and husband Tom Sinfield Copies of these and more pictures 

are available by request. 
Please speak with Maurice Zakrewski 

or Michael Watral to obtain prints. 



CHURCH SIGNS 

6   ·   THE PLENTIFUL HARVESTER   ·   September/October 2017 

Monthly Usher Schedule 
 

 October 
 

Saturday  Ches Chomycz 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday   Tony Glena 
10:00 a.m. 
 

 November 
 

Saturday   Dr. Don Lysak 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday   Morris Kibzey 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Besides taking care of the collection, ushers should be pre-
sent in the narthex at least 20 minutes before the service to 
help distribute bulletins and other items, assist with the lift, 
and to help seat the faithful.  

And again, a reminder: please remain stationary during the 
more solemn parts of the Divine Liturgy to show respect for 
the holiness of the house of God and to limit distracting oth-
ers in prayer. Allow others to see St. George’s members as 
gentlemen who are taking part in the Divine Liturgy with the 
rest of the congregation. And if, for any reason, you are not 
able to fulfill your obligation at the designated Divine Litur-
gy, please find a suitable replacement. 

Thanks to all for your continued service and cooperation. ☺ 

Important Dates 
to Remember 

 
Monday, October 9 
Thanksgiving Day 
 
Monday, October 16 
12 noon - Bingo at Superior Shores Gaming Centre 
 
Saturday, October 21 
6:00 p.m. - Halloween Party for the children  
 
Sunday, October 22 
4:00 p.m. - Bingo Training at Superior Shores GC 
 
Sunday, October 29 
10:00 a.m. - Annual Corporate Communion followed 
by the breakfast meeting at the Airlane Hotel 
* Last day to submit your weigh-in slips for the Fish 
Tournament 
 
Saturday, November 4 
6 p.m. - Fish and Game Banquet in our parish hall 
 
Friday, November 10 
Deadline for submissions for the bulletin 
 
Saturday, November 11 
Remembrance Day 
 
Wednesday, November 15 
St. Philip’s Fast (Advent) begins 
 
Thursday, November 16 
12 noon - Bingo at Superior Shores Gaming Centre 
 
November 18, 19 & 20 
Pyrohy Making (regular schedule) 
 
Sunday, November 19 
4:00 p.m. - Bingo Training at Superior Shores GC 
 
Sunday, November 26 
4:30 p.m. - Annual Grey Cup meeting and social 
 

Please note that the dates and times of certain events 
listed above are subject to change without notice. 
Consult the weekly parish bulletin for verification 

of services and events published here. 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjSoY7DodrWAhVByoMKHfQ3DVYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lakeofbays.on.ca%2Fcontent%2Foffice-closure-thanksgiving-monday&psig=AOvVaw3T7Uejc9goETXytZMPveZ6&ust=15073196


T HERE’S A NEW ‘GIDO’ in our midst 
and we know him better as Morris 

Tarnawsky. That’s right, ‘Moe’ and his wife 
Ann became first-time grandparents on Fri-
day, August 18 when their daughter-in-law 
Leanne (née Jessiman), wife of their son 
Matthew, gave birth to a healthy baby boy, 
Noah Thomas Michael, a week earlier than 
expected, at Thunder Bay Regional Health 
Sciences Centre around 5:00 p.m. At birth, 
Noah weighed 6 lbs. and measured 20” 
long. Mommy, Daddy, and little Noah, 
whom we are told is already 11 lbs., are all 
doing very well. 

Also welcoming Noah are proud great-grandmothers Maria Tarnawsky 
and Joan Inglis, third-time grandparents Dr. Tom Jessiman and wife Pat 
Forest, and Cathy Jessiman, plus several aunts, uncles, and cousins. 
And watching “peanut” from heaven are Gido Michael and Baba Mary 
Olynyk and Gido Michael Tarnawsky. 

May the Lord God abundantly bless His servant Noah Thomas Michael 
and his entire family, grant them good health, a long and happy life for 
мany years! 

At Our Church’s  
Golden Jubilee 

More Memorable Moments 
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Nicole Oleksuk and her grandfather, 
charter member Peter Swerdlyk 

Members of the Zorya Ukrainian Dancers 
dance in traditional regional customs 

The beautiful (and tasty) celebratory cake, 
thanks to Joseph Myslicki and Michael Wilding 

Dr. Don Lysak and Roger Swerdlyk 
are all smiles for the camera 

Ways and Means  
F IRST OF ALL, to those who may have forgotten, the October pyrohy 

making was removed from the schedule for this year. However, orders 
are now being taken for the November pyrohy making which will take place 
on November 18, 19 & 20. You may call and leave a message with Andrika 
or Larissa Warywoda (475-3757) during Walter’s absence or send him an 
email at warywodaw@gmail.com to place your order. We will follow the 
usual schedule of peeling, balling, making, packaging and pick-up times. 
Thanks to all members and parishioners in advance for the continued sup-
port and time spent at this important fundraiser. 

As for the future, representatives from St. George’s Society and the Holy 
Cross Golden Agers will meet soon to determine the schedule for the 2018 
pyrohy makings, as well as cost per dozen (note that other churches are now 
selling them for $6/dozen). We will make this public when all has been de-
cided — please stay informed. 

We have recently approached the Parish Council in hopes of establishing a 
parish fundraising subcommittee to help share the responsibilities and to 
have more parishioners participate with regular (smaller) fundraising events 
throughout the year, such as cabbage roll making and other ideas that we 
have been looking into and have been approached about. A date has not 
been set, however, but we hope to have the first meeting of this new sub-
committee in early November. Again, please stay informed. 

So, this is our challenge. In order to keep our parish and society alive and 
thriving, together we must keep growing and increasing engagement. It’s 
not always about the money, but rather getting people involved and bringing 
them to Holy Cross. Let us all continue our love and service to God. 



S T. GEORGE’S SOCIETY mourns the recent loss of 
one of its long-time members †James (Jim) Hodwitz 

on September 22 after a long battle with heart disease and 
cancer. A member since January 1986, Jim will be remem-
bered as a lover of life, family and friends, someone who 
enjoyed fishing, hunting, life at the cottage and spending 
time with his children and grandchildren whenever possible. 
He was a man of true determination and perseverance, and 
his generosity to the club and parish will be truly missed. 
Jim now joins his older brother Bill, another former member 
of our society, who passed away last November. We know 
in our hearts that both of them are receiving their heavenly 
reward in paradise prepared for them by Our Lord Himself. 

May Christ our God, Who has power over the living and the 
dead, grant eternal rest to His servant †James, number him 
among the just, and may his memory be everlasting.  

Вічна йому пам’ять 
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“Volunteering is the ultimate 

exercise in democracy. 
You may vote in an election 
once a year, but when you 

volunteer, you vote every day 
about the kind of community 

you want to live in.” 

Membership Matters 

A TTENTION GENTLEMEN: As we begin our 58th year 
of love and service to God, here are a few brief reminders 

for all regular members… 

1) Membership Dues ($25) are payable to our Treasurer, 
Walter Warywoda, as soon as possible. In his absence, 
please submit your money to one of the Executive members, 
or you may wait until Walter returns in early November. 

2) If your personal contact information (address, email ad-
dress, phone number) has changed, please inform Michael 
Watral at your earliest convenience so that the records can 
be updated and the new roster prepared. 

3) Please consider becoming a new member or chairman of a 
committee that could use your expertise, talent, and vi-
sion. It’s important that each member, who is physically 
able to do so, help keep our society strong and viable. You 
may inform the Executive anytime of your decision. 

4) We ask all members to keep in their prayers those of our 
society who are ill, shut-in, in the hospital, or dealing with 
a personal crisis. Remember to inform the Sick and Visit-
ing Committee so that arrangements can be made to stay 
in contact and monitor whatever the situation may be. You 
may also call Father Stepan at 577-7721 at anytime to in-
form him of any special circumstances. 

5) A meeting will be held on Monday, October 16 down-
stairs in the classroom at 6:30 p.m. to work on our socie-
ty’s Constitution and by-laws. If any member who has 
experience in this area wishes to join the Executive mem-
bers, your presence will be welcome and appreciated. 

St. George’s Society is a well-respected organization within 
our parish and community. Your assistance to help maintain 
this tradition is gratefully appreciated. Thank you! 

O N SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, St. George’s members will 
gather together to attend the Divine Liturgy celebrating 

the Feast of Christ the King. All members are requested to 
meet in the church hall no later than 9:45 a.m. after which we 
will proceed into the church as a whole. We ask all members 
to please wear your St. George’s blazers with the crest, an 
appropriate dress shirt and tie, with grey trousers. And be-
cause this is a very important occasion, we encourage all 
members to attend services on the Sunday of that weekend, 
rather than the Saturday before. 

This has been a society tradition, and for many members 
(and those looking in), it is a proud display of unity and fel-
lowship that strengthens the bonds of brotherhood as we 
continue to love and serve God and His Church. 

The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our prince, 
the Lord is our King Who will save us. Alleluia! 

Communion Verse from Feast of Christ the King 

 

Recycling is one of the best 
ways for you to have a positive 
impact on the world in which 

we live. Recycling is important 
to both the natural environment 

and us each and every day. 

We must act fast as the 
amount of waste we create is 

increasing all the time. 

PLEASE HELP KEEP OUR WORLD 

  and GREEN! 
RECYCLE ON A DAILY BASIS. 



BLISS IN A BOWL: HEARTY SOUPS AND STEWS FOR FALL 

W HEN THE FIRST AUTUMN LEAF pirouettes to the ground, and the air begins to cool, we think of soup and stew: 
warm, steaming bowls of meat and vegetables, their flavours melding magically with each reheating. Depending on how 

you make them, they can be a healthy first course or an entire meal. Many studies have proven that eating soup before lunch or 
dinner can help you eat less at the meal — as many as 100 fewer calories, which can add up to a 10-pound weight loss in a year. 
Soups and stews are also a good place to hide vegetables (for those who need their veggies hidden), making getting your nine a 
day not only painless, but also pleasurable. Prep time — all that slicing and chopping — may seem too long to call soups and 
stews convenience foods, but don’t forget that these one-pot meals are actually two or even three meals. Just freeze the leftovers, 
and microwave them when you need a quick lunch or dinner. 

   Here are a couple recipes for delicious soups and stews — all easy to make and great for a second helping. And you can serve 
them, without apology, to company this season or throughout the year.  
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HOT ’N SOUR VEGETABLE SOUP 

PREP TIME: 25 minutes COOKING TIME: 20 minutes 

2/3 cup sliced carrots  ½ cup frozen corn, thawed 

½ cup chopped onion  1 Tbsp tomato paste 

2 cloves garlic, minced  ½ tsp dried basil 

3 cup vegetable broth  ¼ tsp dried oregano 

1 ½ c sliced green cabbage  ¼ tsp salt 

2 cans (14½ oz. each) diced  2 Tbsp balsamic vinegar 
tomatoes (preferably with 
 onions and garlic, or basil   Hot red-pepper sauce    
 and oregano)    (optional) 

½ cup cut fresh green beans 

1. Coat large saucepan with cooking spray, and add carrots, onion, 
and garlic. Cook over low heat until softened, about 5 minutes. 

2. Add broth, cabbage, tomatoes (with juice), beans, corn, tomato 
paste, basil, oregano, and salt. Bring to a boil. 

3. Lower heat, and simmer, covered, about 15 minutes, or until 
beans are tender. 

4. Add vinegar. Stir. Add hot sauce to taste if using. 

Makes 8 servings. 

AUTUMN STEW WITH PUMPKIN 

PREP TIME: 10 minutes COOKING TIME: 2 hours 

½ cup all-purpose flour  ½ teaspoon salt 

½ tsp pepper, divided  2 Tbsp canola oil 

2 Tbsp butter    1 large onion, chopped 

2 to 3 garlic cloves, minced  3 medium carrots, thinly sliced 

2 celery ribs, thinly sliced  4 cups water 

1 to 2 bay leaves   1 to 2 tsp beef bouillon 

1 to 1½ tsp dried thyme  3 cups cubed peeled pumpkin 

2 lbs stewing beef stew meat, cut into 1-inch cubes 
 
1. In a large resealable plastic bag, combine the flour, salt, and ¼ 
tsp pepper. Add meat, a few pieces at a time, and shake to coat.  

2. In a Dutch oven, brown the meat on medium to medium high 
heat in oil and butter. Add onion and garlic; cook and stir for 2-3 
minutes. Stir in the carrots, celery, water, bay leaves, bouillon, 
thyme and remaining pepper. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover 
and simmer for 1-1¼ hours. 

3. Stir in pumpkin. Return to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and simmer 
for 20-25 minutes or until meat and pumpkin are tender. Discard 
bay leaves. Makes 9 servings. 

S INCE OUR LAST REPORT in late July, we had one bingo in August and one in September, 
both of which we are pleased to say did not incur any infractions. Our pooling cheques for July 

and August together totalled $1563.
65 

which will go towards the RBC loan to pay for the kitchen air 
conditioning. So, thank you again, to those members who work at bingos. But we need to expand 
our group of volunteers as we have had a few step down in the past. So, we are asking for more members (and parishion-
ers) to attend the next training sessions on Sunday, October 22 or Sunday, November 19 from 4 - 5 p.m. at Superior 
Shores Gaming Centre to help remedy the situation. Please contact Gerry Bullock so he can inform the management at the 
hall how many to expect. Training is mandatory for those who wish to help at bingo as per OLG requirements, but truthfully, 
it is not ‘rocket science’ and you are given a training package to take home with you after the session. We hope we can 
count on our members to assist in this time of need. 

The next two St. George’s sponsored bingos at SSGC are Monday, October 16 (matinée) and Thursday, November 16 
(also a matinée). If you are trained and available to be there, please speak with Gerry Bullock. At the present time, due to a 
scheduling misunderstanding, we do not have a bingo in December, but have been put on a cancellation list should a chari-
ty wish to give up a session. We’ll keep you informed. 

A charity group members’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 17 in our parish hall beginning at 7:00 p.m. Infor-
mation obtained of value will be divulged at our October monthly meeting if necessary. In the meantime, thank you for your 
cooperation. 
                   Your Bingo Committee 

 



A Full Plate at Home Plate 

Y OU’LL HAVE TO ADMIT, the snacks at stadium concession stands don’t exactly qualify as health foods. 

But what’s a ball game without a hot dog and a beer? It’s not like they’re going to blow your dietary record 

in the long run, especially if you keep the following tips in mind: 1) Sometimes a single is better than a triple 

Do you really need that second or third slice of pizza? Why not opt for some unbuttered popcorn when hunger 

strikes? 2) You don’t have to get loaded just because the bases are. When your friend declares, “We sure could 

use a new pitcher,” do you head straight for the draft taps? Downing three jugs of beer might increase your 
chugging percentage, but it’ll also make your Buttwider. A wiser move would be to drink one bottled water for 

each beer you chug. (Oh, and always buy seats near the restrooms!) 

Source: The Looneyspoons Collection 

4th place: The team of Gerry Bullock, David Douglas, Phil Hordy, and Murray Salomon with a score of 38. 

5th place: The team of Tyler Duce, Tom Sinfield, Roger Swerdlyk and Morris Tarnawsky with a score of 41. 

The prize for the ‘longest drive’ went to Brett Glena, and ‘closest to the hole’ was earned by Tyler Duce. 

T HE 2017 ST. GEORGE’S GOLF TOURNAMENT had to be moved one week 
later than previously scheduled, but that really didn’t matter, it turned out be a 

sunny day with clear skies as the hours passed. And although the wind was a bit 
annoying at times, it helped keep everyone cool and focussed.  

Picture at left is the winning team of Jim Glena, Dr. Pat Opaski, and Dr. Larry 
Watral (along with co-convenor Jim Petrunka) who took home first prize with a 
nice score of 33. 

Here are the rest of the results: 

2nd place (due to a countback) : The team of Dr. Don Lysak, Jim Petrunka, and 
Michael Watral with a score of 37. 

3rd place: The team of Brett Glena, Tony Glena, John Iwasenko and Myron 
Warywoda with a score of 37. 

Following the tournament, the traditional steak dinner 
was enjoyed by all players as well as members Fred 
Humeniuk and Peter Swerdlyk, who joined the festivi-
ties in the parish hall. After the meal, the presentation 
of prizes took place and everyone went home with a 
number of items thanks to our generous donors.  

Our sincerest appreciation goes out to co-convenors 
Jim Glena and Jim Petrunka, committee members 
Brett Glena, Tony Glena, and Myron Warywoda for 
again putting on another successful event, and to 
those members and guest golfers who came out this 
year. It was an excellent way to end September.  
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More Parish 50th Anniversary Trivia 
by Michael Watral, Committee Member 

F OR THOSE who enjoyed the “Know Your Church ~ A Visual Trivia 
Challenge” that I put together for the parish’s 50th Anniversary Dinner 

in September, I bring you a few other general questions about Holy Cross.  

1) Which priest served the longest at our parish, almost 9 years? 

 a) Monsignor Basil Filevich b) Father Eugene Halitski 
 c) (Father) Taras Karpiuk  d) Father Andrija Petresin 
 
2) At the many after-Bingo gatherings in the 70s in the parish hall, what 
were the “customary foods” to which the workers were treated? 

 a) Beef-on-a-bun and salads 
 b) Burgers and fries 
 c) Fried chicken and pizza 
 d) Hot dogs with Coney Island sauce 
 
3) Holy Cross has been served by two deacons in the past. The first one was 
Deacon (now Father) William Kondusky in 1973. The second one was Dea-
con (now Father) Taras Cherwick. When did he serve our parish? 

 a) 1984-85  b) 1990-91 
 c) 1994-95  d) 1997-98 
 
4) What major expenditure for the parish cost $15,000 in 1985? 

 a) New ‘Hammond’ organ  b) Stained glass windows 
 c) Ceiling fans   d) The ‘lift’ (elevator) 
 
5)   What recreational item, formerly located in a side room before the Ex-
pansion took place, did the parish youth have in the 70s? 

 a) Jukebox   b) Pinball machine 
 c) Ping Pong table  d) Snooker Pool table 
 
6) Since 1990, we have had banners that are hung in the church proper for 

different occasions and seasons. For what occasion was the first banner 
made? 

 a) Lent  b) Easter c) Pentecost        d) Christmas 
 
7) Who appears in the Coran’s Music Ad on the back page of our currently 
weekly parish bulletin? 

 a) Lawrence Badanai, son-in-law of Nestor and Beverly Baranyk 
 b) Nicholas Dygun, son of Taras and Susan Dygun 
 c) Neil Patterson, nephew of Dr. Ron and Patricia Hrychuk 
 d) Nathan Lysak, grandson of Dr. Don and Mary Ann Lysak 

Answers:   1. c) Former priest (Father) Taras Karpiuk served our parish from the 
summer of 1989 to February of 1997. It was a time of great growth of our parish; 
2. c) Many of us can remember waiting for buckets of chicken from KFC and deli-
cious pizza from Stan’s Pizzeria; 3. b) Deacon (now Father) Taras Cherwick 
served in 1990-91. He was accompanied by his wife Lada, and it was at this time 
their first child Anhalyna was born; 4. a) A much-needed new organ was needed 
as the previous one continued to need parts and was not running very well. Inci-
dentally, the old organ was donated to the Church of the Ascension and used only 
for special occasions when needed; 5. d) For many years, the Youth Club (and 
adult parishioners) enjoyed playing ’snooker’ pool  before and after monthly meet-
ings and at many other times in one of the board rooms in the parish hall; 6. b) The 
first banner made by (Father) Taras Karpiuk, Diane Stolz (then our parish secre-
tary, now serves as secretary at St. Dominic’s parish) and friends Gail Pfaff and 
Debbie Gunn was for Easter, and is still used today; 7. c) That’s the multi-talented 
Neil Patterson, son of Dr. Donna Fedori (Pat Hrychuk’s sister) and local guitarist 
and singer Glen Patterson.  How well did you do?  
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More Captured Moments from 
Holy Cross’ Golden Jubilee 

A number of generations were also 
present in the “Crying Room” for the service 

Our Pastor & Spiritual Director (and a 
pretty funny guy) Father Stepan Didur 

Marilyn & Jim Petrunka, with Marilyn’s mother, 
St. Anne’s charter member Josie Bodnar 



St. George’s Society 
2017-2018 Executive 

 
President 

Michael Watral 

Vice-president 
John Iwasenko 

Secretary 
Joseph Z. Myslicki 

Treasurer 
Walter Warywoda 

Directors 
Ches Chomycz 
Gerry Bullock 
Morris Kibzey 

Pastor and Spiritual Director 
Rev. Stepan Didur 

 
 

Love and Service to God  
since 1960! 

God calls each one by name (Cf. Is 43:1; Jn 10:3). Everyone's name is sacred. 
The name is the icon of the person. It demands respect as a sign of the dignity 

of the one who bears it. (#2158, Catechism of the Catholic Church). 
 

A  NAMEDAY is the feast day of our Patron Saint. This begets another ques-
tion: Who is my Patron Saint? [The Church has honoured some] men and 

women who have lived through the centuries in such a holy manner as to have 
been declared by the Church to be Saints or Blesseds. If we bear the name of one 
of these, this Saint is known as our Patron. Each Saint has been assigned a feast 
day by the Church. The feast day of your Patron Saint will be the day on which 
you celebrate your Nameday.  

Nameday Tradition  
For centuries it has been the custom in Catholic countries to celebrate Namedays 
even more than birthdays. This tradition is still very much alive in Europe and 
South America, and continued to flourish even during times when religious free-
dom was curtailed.  

Immigrants to Canada and the United States from countries that observe 
Namedays are already carrying on the practice in North America in the same way 
they did while they were in the country of birth.  

Celebrating Namedays  
Socially, cards and small gifts of flowers or candies are usually given to those 
celebrating their Nameday. Spiritually, one would normally have a devotion to 
one's Patron Saint, and pray to them regularly, especially when in need. A Patron 
Saint, we can be sure, will be watching over those named in their honour, and 
will be protecting them in a special way.  

Five Ways to Recruit New Members 
1. Just ask. Imagine if every St. George’s member asked one gentleman from our parish to join our club — think of how many 

more people we could serve and how it would strengthen our fraternal bonds. And don’t be afraid to ask more than once — 
think of it as a long-term relationship — how many times did you ask your spouse to marry you before you heard the magic 
word ‘yes’? Hands up if it was more than once. 

2. Utilize social media. If you are a regular user of Facebook, let everyone know the great things St. George’s members do for 
their club and the parish, and what the benefits are for being a member using yourself as an example. 

3. Use traditional media. Take a few brochures and hand them to potential members. Better yet, be a ‘salesman’ — open one 
up and use it as a tool for recruitment, highlighting what the club has to offer. Be enthusiastic and passionate — it’s conta-
gious, while at the same time, genuine and dignified. 

4. Pick up the phone and dial. It doesn’t take much more than that, especially if you know someone who has been “on the 
fence” for the last little while. Invite him to a monthly meeting to observe St. George’s in action. 

5. Celebrate 50 years! Exaltation of the Holy Cross Church exists in a large part due to the hard 
work and dedication of our members. Let everyone know how St. George’s has impacted our 
parish for half a century and even before that with our beginnings at Church of the Transfigura-
tion — 58 years young and still going strong! 

Remember the value of one. A new member can make an impact (we’re hopefully talking positive 
here) on a number of lives, and not just in our circle of current members, but also in the parish and 
local community. So, remember to keeping asking, because if you don’t, the answer will always be 
‘no.’ And like so many of our cultural traditions, St. George’s brings people together. 

“I love Autumn, the one season of the year 
that God seemed to have put here just for the beauty of it. 

              ~ Lee Maynard 
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A  DOCTOR was addressing a large audience in Tampa, 
Florida about the dangers of certain foods. 

"The material we put into our stomachs is enough to have 
killed most of us sitting here, years ago. Red meat is awful. 
Soft drinks corrode your stomach lining. Chinese food is 
loaded with MSG. High fat diets can be disastrous, and 
none of us realizes the long-term harm caused by the 
germs in our drinking water. However, there is one thing 
that is the most dangerous of all, and we all have eaten 
them or will eat it. Can anyone here tell me what food it is 
that causes the most grief and suffering for years after eat-
ing it?” 

After several seconds of quiet, a 75-year-old man in the 
front row raised his hand, and softly said "Wedding Cake." 

 

A  LITTLE GIRL was in church with her mother when she 
started feeling ill. 

"Mommy," she said, "can we leave now?" 

"No" her mother replied. 

"Well, I think I'm gonna be sick, Mommy!" she whispered. 

"Then go out the front door and around to the back of the 
church and then behind a bush." 

After about 60 seconds the little girl returned to her seat.  

"Were you sick?" her mom asked. 

"Yes," the little girl replied. 

"How could you have gone all the way to the back of the 
church and returned so quickly?" she said surprisingly. 

"I didn't have to go out of the church, Mommy. They have a 
box next to the front door that says, 'For the Sick'." 

 

A  TAXI PASSENGER in a London cab tapped the driver 
on the shoulder to ask him a question. 

The driver screamed, lost control of the car, nearly hit a 
bus, went up on the footpath, and stopped centimeters from 
a shop window. 

For a second everything went quiet in the cab, then the driv-
er said, "Look mate, don't ever do that again. You scared 
the daylights out of me!" 

The passenger apologized and said, "I didn't realize that a 
little tap would scare you so much." 

The driver replied, "Sorry, it's not really your fault. Today is 
my first day as a cab driver - I've been driving a funeral van 
for the last 25 years." 

 

T HE FOLLOWING was seen printed in the obituary sec-
tions of a recent Dallas newspaper: 

The oldest cowboy in Texas died this week at the age of 
106. On his most recent birthday he was asked his secret to 
longevity and he said that for the past 50 years he has 
sprinkled a little gunpowder on his cereal each morning. 

He left behind 8 children, 21 grandchildren, 32 great-
grandchildren, and a 15-foot hole in the crematorium. 
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HERMAN 

Веселий Куток 
 

І НСПЕКТОР рибнагляду заскочив рибалку й каже: 

— Ти влип, чоловіче, рибу ж тут ловити заборонено! 

— А я й не ловлю. 

— Та що це ти мені брешеш, а що це? 

— Ну, розумієте, це моя риба, я її погуляти привіз. 
Відпускаю, потім свищу — вона й повертається, й ми 
йдемо додому. 

— Гаразд, а ну покажи. 

Чоловік відпускає рибу, й вони стоять, дивляться. 
Інспектор каже: 

— Ну, свисти. 

— Навіщо? 

— Щоб риба повернулась. 

— Яка риба? 
 

Ж ІНКА приходить пізно увечері. 

— Де була?! — питає чоловік. 

— Не хвилюйся, в подружки, — каже жінка. — Там 
чоловіків не було. 

Потім чоловік приходить пізно увечері: 

— Не хвилюйся, я також був у подружки! І там також 
чоловіків не було. 
 

М ЕНІ ЛІКАР СКАЗАВ, що я хворію на параною. 
Насправді він мені цього не казав, але я точно 

можу сказати, що він про це подумав. 



Autumn Health & Safety Tips 
 

F ALL INTO GOOD HABITS this autumn! The following 
tips can help you and your family stay safe and healthy. 

Wash your hands 

Keeping hands clean is one of the most important steps 
you can take to avoid getting sick and spreading germs to 
others. It’s best to wash your hands with soap and clean 
running water for 20 seconds. If that’s not possible, use 
alcohol-based hand rubs. 

Take steps to prevent the flu 

The single best way to protect against the flu is to get vac-
cinated each year in the fall. Cover your nose and mouth 
with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Wash your hands 
often. Stay home if you get sick. 

Get smart about antibiotics 

Antibiotics can cure bacterial infections, but not viral infec-
tions. The common cold and the flu are viral infections, so 
avoid using antibiotics if you have one of these. Using anti-
biotics when they are not needed causes some bacteria to 
become resistant to the antibiotic, and therefore stronger 
and harder to kill. See your doctor or nurse to find out if 
your illness is bacterial or viral. 

Keep food safe 

Food is center stage during the holidays. Be sure to keep it 
safe by following basic food safety steps. Clean hands and 
surfaces often. Separate foods to avoid cross-
contamination. Cook to proper temperatures. Chill promptly. 

Test and replace batteries 

Check or replace carbon monoxide batteries twice a year: 
when you change the time on your clocks each spring and 
fall. Replace smoke alarm alkaline batteries at least once a 
year. Test alarms every month to ensure they work properly. 

Keep your kids safe and healthy  

Get involved with your kids’ (and grandkids’) activities at 
home and at school to help ensure they are safe and 
healthy. Don’t forget to make Halloween festivities fun, 
safe, and healthy for trick-or-treaters and party guests. 

Learn your family’s health history 

At Thanksgiving or at another household gathering, talk 
about and write down the health conditions that run in your 
family. Learning about your family's health history can help 
you take steps to ensure a longer, healthier future together. 

Be prepared for colder weather 

Exposure to cold temperatures can cause serious health 
problems. Infants and the elderly are particularly at risk, but 
anyone can be affected. Know how to prevent health prob-
lems and what to do if a cold-weather emergency arises. 
Remember that using space heaters and fireplaces can 
increase the risk of household fires and carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 

Don’t drink and drive 

Alcohol use impairs skills needed to drive a car safely. It 
slows reaction time and impairs judgment and coordination. 
Alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes kill someone every 
48 minutes. Don’t drink and drive, and don’t let others 
drink and drive also. Arrive alive and well this autumn! 

P. arting S. entiments 
Editorial by Michael Watral, Bulletin Editor 

A T LAST MONTH’S GENERAL MEETING, I read a cou-
ple of short paragraphs as part of the Spiritual Commit-

tee message that basically was a follow-up to Fr. Stepan’s 
sermon from that weekend about the Parable of the Tal-
ents. The overall message was that God wants us to use 
our talents in two specific ways: blessing others and 
building His kingdom (on earth). 

Many of us have used our talents and skills for the benefit 
of others. I myself spent 31 years as an educator at the sec-
ondary school level, and it was my primary goal to get my 
students to learn to play an instrument in an ensemble set-
ting, working as a team to make beautiful music together. 
I’d like to think that I instilled my genuine love of and appre-
ciation for music on all of them during my career. And in my 
role as parish cantor (30 years next March), and almost 40 
years as the organist, I have gained much experience and 
knowledge in the field of liturgical music that I will gladly 
share with whomever assumes the position when I step 
down in the future. In fact, I have already been approached 
by someone who would like to be trained as a cantor. 

The second way that God wants us to use our talents is to 
build His kingdom for His glory in thanksgiving for receiving 
those same talents and skills. But we cannot do it alone. 
That’s where St. George’s Society comes in. Each member 
is blessed with a different skill set, and as St. Paul com-
pares the body of Christ to a human body in 1 Corinthians 
12, each of us is unique, but together we make the body 
complete. Let’s take the example of the Annual Corn Roast. 
It has grown into a lucrative fundraiser, and judging by the 
many positive comments and accolades received during 
and after, it just keeps getting better and better every year. 
St. George’s members continue to take pride in their work, 
demonstrating that when they assemble to do a job, it is 
done, as the Lord wishes, by using our God-given talents 
for the benefit of others. 

So, as we begin yet another year of love and service to God, 
let’s continue to steward our talents to honour Him and to 
bless others, and let us give Him the glory He deserves. 

PEANUTS 


