
Вітаємо Всі до Нашої Парафії! Welcome All to Our Parish! 
A Place of Prayer, Family, and Community for More than 50 years!  

J esus came to seek and to save you and me. He sees us hiding in that sycamore tree, checking Him out 
from afar, and He calls us by name and says, “I absolutely must go to your house today.” Jesus seeks 

and Jesus saves. He is so much more than a role model for us, although He is especially that. He is also the 
agent for our salvation, for our entry into God’s family. He saves us the moment we put our full and complete 
trust in Him, the moment we give Him all our sin and all our pride, and receive God’s forgiveness in return. 
That’s the moment we become a child of God and enter into a love relationship with God for all eternity.  

 

Saturday, January 20 
  5:00 p.m. ~ Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee 
   Epistle Reader: Gloria Sherban 

Sunday, January 21 
10:00 a.m. ~ Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee 
   Epistle Reader: Denny Verdenik 

A reminder to all parishioners: If you wish to remember 
your loved ones and have a weekday Divine Liturgy cele-
brated in their honour, Father Stepan is available to do so, 
Monday to Friday morning or evening, or at a special time 
at your convenience where possible. You may contact him 
at the rectory (577-7721) to arrange for this important ser-
vice. With the saints, give them rest, O Christ, and everlast-
ing memory ~ вічна їм пам’ять. 

Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts 
gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them generously and 
lovingly with others, and return them with increase to the Lord. 

Collection for January 6/7 

 Envelopes: $ 2,410.00 Mission Fund: $51.80 

Theophany: $40.00 Initial Offering: $318.00 

Special Projects $95.00 

Щиро Вам дякуємо ~ Thank you for your generosity! 

The Catholic Family Development Centre has been chosen to 
receive the Mission Collection for January. A not-for-profit non-
denominational family service agency that has been serving the 
community of Thunder Bay since 1979, the Centre is dedicated to 
strengthening and empowering families and individuals through a 
high quality service within a respectful, caring environment. 
Thank you for your contributions. 

Please note: If you wish to receive a tax receipt for your dona-
tions to the Mission Fund, please use an envelope provided on 
the cabinet in the narthex (marked ‘Mission Fund’), making sure 
to indicate your regular envelope number on the front. In this 
way, it can be tracked and credited with your regular donations. 

Please remember in your prayers those people of our 
parish who are in the hospitals, care homes, shut-ins 
and those who are not able to join us actively. If you 
would like to request a hospital or home visit, please 
call the rectory and speak with Father Stepan. Don’t 
leave it to the last minute! 

Thank you to all who came carolling on Ukrainian Christmas and to all who invited us into their homes and/or 
made donations. From a combination of your contributions and the existing Youth Group account, donations of 
$500 will be made to Shelter House Thunder Bay and $500 to the HCC Legacy Project. May God continue to 
bless you for your generosity ~ Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

Each January, many homes of Eastern Rite Christians are blessed with “Jordan Water.” While a house can be blessed at any time, 
it usually occurs following the “Great Blessing of Water” at the Feast of Theophany. By sanctifying our homes, we invite Christ to 
be a part of every area of our lives. It is a pious custom among some to give the priest a small donation; however, it is not a re-
quirement. Your priest comes to your home because he wants God's blessing to be upon it, and to get to know those in his flock 
better and to be available to them. If you would like your home blessed by Father Stepan at this time, please speak with him in 
church or call him at the rectory at 577-7721. “God of Jordan’s leaping waters, in baptism You bring us into Your family.” 

Pancake Breakfast and Penny Auction - Sunday, January 28 following the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy with an added 
twist included — a ‘mini’ penny auction. Breakfast cost per person: $10/adults; $5/children (12 and under). Prizes 
will be needed for the auction (no used items please) and can be brought to the church between now and January 26 
and given to Michael Watral. Your support is very much appreciated. We hope to see many parishioners, family and 
friends in attendance for the return of this delightful event and fundraiser! 

Epistle ~ 1 Timothy 4: 9-15  
Troparia are in Tone 7, found on page 103 of the navy blue missals  

Epistle Readers 
Saturday (5 p.m.): Joseph Myslicki 

Sunday (10 a.m.): Susan Soldan 

Eucharist Ministers 
Saturday (5 p.m.): Christopher Tennant 

Sunday (10 a.m.): Murray Salomon 



 

Our Venerable and God-bearing Father 
Euthemius the Great († 473) 

S aint Euthemius the Great came 
from the city of Melitene in Ar-

menia, near the River Euphrates. His 
parents, Paul and Dionysia, were pi-
ous Christians of noble birth. After 
many years, they remained childless, 
and in their sorrow they entreated 
God to give them offspring. Finally, 
they had a vision and heard a voice 

saying, “Be of good cheer! God will grant you a son, who 
will bring joy to the churches.” The child was named Eu-
themius (“good cheer”).  

Saint Euthemius’ father died soon after this, and his mother, 
fulfilling her vow to dedicate her son to God, gave him to her 
brother, the priest Eudoxius, to be educated. He presented 
the child to Bishop Eutroius of Melitene, who accepted him 
with love. Seeing his good conduct, the bishop soon made 
him a Reader. 

Saint Euthemius later became a monk and was ordained to 
the holy priesthood. At the same time, he was entrusted with 
the supervision of all the city monasteries. Saint Euthemius 
often visited the monastery of Saint Polyeuctus, and during 
Great Lent he withdrew into the wilderness. His responsibil-
ity for the monasteries weighed heavily upon the ascetic, and 
conflicted with his desire for stillness, so he secretly left the 
city and headed to Jerusalem. After venerating the holy 
shrines, he visited the Fathers in the desert. 

God revealed to Saint Euthemius the time of his death. On 
the eve of the Feast of Saint Anthony the Great (January 17) 
Saint Euthemius gave the blessing to serve the all-night Vig-
il. When the service ended, he took the priests aside and told 
them that he would never serve another Vigil with them, be-
cause the Lord was calling him from this earthly life. Saint 
Euthemius then dismissed everyone but his disciple Dome-
tian. He remained in the altar for three days, then died on 
January 20, in the year 473 at the age of ninety-seven. 

Readings for the Sunday of the Publican 
and the Pharisee (January 21) 

 (to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

    Epistle: 2 Timothy 3: 1-15 
     Gospel:  Luke 18: 10-14 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions, 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

    St. George’s Society 
The next bingo training session will take place at Superior 
Shores on Sunday, January 14 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. We 
still need a few more members to do so.  All parishioners 
(18 years and older) are also welcome to take the training 
and help at bingos. We ask that you inform Gerry Bullock 
so that he can let the facilitators at Superior Shores know 
how many to expect from our club/parish on that afternoon. 
Thank you for your cooperation and support. 

The deadline for submissions for the next edition of The 
Plentiful Harvester is Friday, January 19.  

Our first gathering of 2018 will be our annual ‘Super Bowl’ 
meeting on Sunday, February 4 starting at 4:30 p.m. with 
dinner and social to follow. Executive members will be con-
tacted as to the date and venue for their meeting that will 
precede this monthly meeting. Until then, we wish all mem-
bers a Happy and Blessed (Ukrainian) New Year!  

Love and Service to God since 1960 

     Holy Cross Golden Agers 

Happy New Year! Regular afternoon activities are cancelled 
during January and will resume on Thursday, February 8 at 
the usual time when new members are welcome to join. Come 
check us out ~ it’s all about being with friends and having fun. 

A bus to Grand Portage is planned for January 17. To book 
your seat, please contact Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann 
Opaski (577-2805) as soon as possible. This is a free service. 
Non-members (18 years and up) are invited also. The more, 
the merrier, so come join us for the ride and recreation! 

COMMUNITY EVENTS OF INTEREST 
Pickerel Dinner - Hosted by the Knights of Columbus on 
Saturday, January 27 at the Columbus Centre, 301 S. May 
St. with two sittings: 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Dinner will 
include pickerel, home fries, coleslaw and dessert. For tick-
ets ($20), please visit the Columbus Centre office or call 
Rosie at 623-3252. 

“Malanka ~ A New Year’s Celebration” presented by the 
League of Ukrainian Canadians and Chaban Ukrainian 
Dance Group on Saturday, January 27, 2018 at the Port 
Arthur Polish Hall, 102 S. Court St. Live music with featured 
band “Zirka” from Toronto. For tickets, call Doug Chorkawy 
at 621-1593 or Hanya Cvornjek at 344-3136. Get yours ear-
ly to avoid disappointment. Забавляймо разом! 

It’s So Cold Outside…. 
Tim Horton’s is serving coffee on a stick. 

Hitchhikers are holding up pictures of thumbs. 

Grandpa’s teeth were chattering in the glass. 

When we milked the cows, we got ice cream! 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpbs.twimg.com%2Fmedia%2FC08nPJaVEAAIEij.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fi%2Fmoments%2F815639957289070592&docid=SLEOHghURwMI-M&tbnid=-ZHSZj1s00XE3M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwif18Xg0rvYAhUR4mMKHR3jD_0QMwhsKC


M any of you like to play sports and watch it a lot on televi-
sion. Even though it’s winter, a very popular indoor 

sport, at this time of the year for both boys and girls, is bas-
ketball. There are several things that are very important if you 
want to be a good basketball player. First, you need sure hands 
so that you can catch the ball and dribble up and down the 
court. A good player should be able to dribble equally well 
with their right or left hand and dribble behind their back and 
between their legs. It also helps to have quick feet and to be 
a good shooter. Those are skills which many people can devel-
op with a lot of determination and hard work.  

There is another thing that is very helpful if you want to play 
basketball -- and it is something that you can't develop no mat-
ter how hard you work. Do you know what that is? It is very 
helpful if you are TALL! Most professional basketball players 
today are close to seven feet tall. It is helpful to be tall, but 
you can be successful in basketball without being tall.  

The Bible tells us about another man who became great even 
though he was not very tall. His name was Zacchaeus, who 

was not only short, but was also hated by almost everyone 
because he was a tax collector. As a tax collector, he often 
cheated people and collected more taxes than they owed. 

One day, Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was coming to town. 
He had heard about Jesus and he wanted to see him, but he 
was so short that he couldn't see over the crowd. He 
climbed up in a tree so that he could see. As Jesus passed 
by, he called to Zacchaeus, "Come down, because I am going 
to your house today." Zacchaeus climbed down and took 
Jesus to his house. While Jesus was there, Zacchaeus told 
Jesus that he was sorry for the wrong things he had done 
and that he would give half of all he owned to the poor. He 
also said that he would repay anyone he had cheated four 
times that amount. He may not have been very tall, but Zac-
chaeus became a giant in God's kingdom that day because he 
decided to follow Jesus. You may not be very tall right now -- 
and you may never be very tall, but you can be a giant in 
God's eyes if you will follow Jesus.  

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 

Lessons from the Life of Zacchaeus 

T HE STORY ABOUT ZACCHAEUS is an account of the conversion of a soul. Like the Bible accounts about Nicodemus 
(John 3:1-17) and the Samaritan woman (John 4:5-26), the story of Zacchaeus should be studied frequently by Christians. 

What Jesus did for Zacchaeus, He is able to do for every human being. 

In the final verse of today’s Gospel reading, Jesus spelled out His major purpose for coming into the world. “For the Son of man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Verse 10 is generally viewed as the key verse of Luke’s Gospel. Note that Zac-
chaeus had not “sought” Jesus. Jesus had sought and found Zacchaeus. The tax collector, however, was ready to be chosen! Very 
likely the Holy Spirit was seeking Zacchaeus and prompting him from the very beginning. 

The practical applications in the Gospel account are this: 

1) No one is too bad to be saved, or beyond the power of God’s grace to reach. Christ is able to save “to the uttermost.” We 
should offer the Gospel boldly to the worst and most wicked of sinners, and say, “There is hope.” 

2) We see here a picture of Christ’s compassion toward sinners, and His power to change human hearts. No one is beyond the 
reach of God’s grace. We cannot emphasize too strongly that Jesus stands ready to save those who are ready to receive Him. 

3) A converted person is a changed person. People who are genuinely converted will give outward evidence of their inward con-
version. Converted sinners will always live a life completely different from their former lives. The words of Zacchaeus, “The half 
of my goods I give to the poor,” are an unmistakable proof that Zacchaeus was a new creature. 

4) This is the only salvation account of a wealthy person in the Gospels. We remember how Jesus once said something about how 
hard it is for rich persons to enter the kingdom of God. Many times those who are wealthy tend not to become disciples of one so 
poor and despised as was Jesus. 

5) Zacchaeus did not know that when Jesus went through Jericho, it was our Lord’s last trip to Jerusalem. If Zacchaeus had been 
a procrastinator, he may well have said, “The crowd’s going to be large today; I’ll wait until He comes through here sometime 
again.” Zacchaeus would have missed a great experience if he would have delayed. 

The fact is that opportunities for getting right with God do not always keep coming back day after day and year after year. Yet 
many people go through life putting off response to God’s call. They intend to get down to business with God — next week, or 
next summer, or next year. “Right now” never seems to be convenient. Such an attitude is dangerous because we do not know 
when we may have our last chance to hear the Gospel and receive Christ as Saviour. 

In our society, certain people like the hated tax collectors of New Testament times, are considered sinners because of their politi-
cal views, their moral behavior, or their lifestyles. We must not avoid these people, for indeed Jesus loves them, and they need to 
hear the Gospel message. Many of us would be inclined to show little interest in a person like Zacchaeus, for he was a dishonest 
tax collector, and was considered a great sinner by the community. God, however, had an interest in this man and wanted him to 
be saved. 

It seemed to most people in Jericho that Zacchaeus was beyond redemption. We may have been inclined to write him off too. But 
God’s salvation is offered to all people, not just to the religious elite, and so we should never give up, even on people who we 
may think are hopeless, and are too deeply entrenched in sinful ways of living. 
                         Source: www.biblehelpsinc.org 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%203.1-17
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%204.5-26

