
November 26, 2017 ~ 25
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
 Epistle: Ephesians 4: 1-6  Gospel: Luke 10: 25-37 

Troparia are in Tone 8, found on page 105 of the navy blue missals 

 W e hear Jesus tell a lawyer to follow the Samaritan’s example in his own conduct, and of course, He is 
telling us the same, despite the fact that because of our human condition, our hearts and desires are 

mostly of self and selfishness. The lessons of the Parable of the Good Samaritan are three-fold: 1) We are 
to set aside our prejudice and show love and compassion for others; 2) Our neighbour is anyone we en-
counter; we are all creatures of the Creator and we are to love mankind as Jesus taught; 3) Keeping the Law 
(of Moses and all that is written in the Scriptures) in its entirety with the intent to save ourselves is an im-
possible task; we need a saviour, and this is Jesus Christ.                    Source: www.gotquestions.org 

Tuesday, November 28 
 10:00 a.m. ~ for the health of Patricia (Patsy) Poluha 
   Offered by cousins Eugene & Verna Zdebiak 

Thursday, November 30 

 10:00 a.m. ~ The Holy and All-Praiseworthy Apostle  
     Andrew, the First-Called 

Friday, December 1 

 10:00 a.m. ~ Funeral service for †Claudia Bugara 

Saturday, December 2 

   5:00 p.m. ~ 26
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
    Epistle Reader: Linda Douglas 

Sunday, December 3 

 10:00 a.m. ~ 26
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
    Epistle Reader: Andrea Warywoda 

 

 

November 18/19 

 Envelopes: $1,245.00 

  Vigil Lights: $50.10 

    Special Projects: $30.00 

      Mission Fund: $86.50 

Thank you for your generosity ~ Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

The Mission Collection for November has been designated 
for Thunder Bay Christmas Cheer. 

A sincere thank you to all who came out to help at last week’s Pyrohy Making. This was the last one for 2017. The schedule 
for 2018 is posted on the bulletin boards in the narthex and parish hall, and includes both parish and Golden Agers events. 

We extend our sincerest condolences to the Bugara family on the passing of their beloved †Claudia this past week. May 
the Lord accept her into His heavenly kingdom, and may her memory be everlasting ~ Вічна її пам’ять. 

Pylypivka or St. Philip’s Fast, (Advent in our rite), began the day after the Feast of St. Philip (November 14) and will 
last through Christmas Eve. The second candle on the banner is green and reminds us of hope, the hope that Christ 
will come again this year to bring new joy into our lives. O Holy Night… A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices... 

On Saturday, November 25, people in Ukraine and all over the world will light candles in memory of those who lost their 
lives during the 1932-33 Holodomor or Famine-Genocide of Ukraine. You are encouraged to do the same at Holy Cross. A 
memorial Panakhyda will follow after Sunday’s 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy. Зі святими упокой, Христе, вічна їм пам’ять. 

We extend our best wishes to Fred Humeniuk who celebrates his 80
th

 birthday on Sunday, November 26, and 
thank him for his many years of service to our parish community and St. George’s Society. May the Lord God con-
tinue to bless him with good health, happiness, and salvation for many more years to come - Многая і благая літа! 

It’s “Grey Cup Sunday”, and the members of St. George’s Society would like to extend an open invitation to all men of the 
parish to join them for some food and fun. Our regular monthly meeting begins at 4:30 p.m. followed by a super supper of 
‘football fare’ (free of charge, but donations will be accepted) and social — watching the game on the big screen TV in our 
parish hall and cheering on your favourite team. Who will take home the coveted trophy - the Stampeders or the Argonauts? 

St. Nicholas will arrive for a visit on Sunday, December 10 following the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy. We invite all chil-
dren and their families to come to the parish hall to receive him. Those planning to attend, please call Jackie 
Strehlow at 252-1789 by Monday, December 4 so that the appropriate arrangements can be made. There will be a 
short schedule of fun activities. Lunch will be served. О хто, хто, Миколая любить... 

We will be making cabbage rolls for Christmas and taking 
orders for frozen ones only. Please sign the list in the nar-
thex. Preparations and rolling will take place on December 
5 and 6. The schedule will be published in next weekend’s 
bulletin. Any help will be appreciated. Thank you! 



Snowflake Tea - Sunday, November 26 from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. hosted by the Royal Canadian Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary Slovak Legion Branch 129, 801 Atlantic Avenue. Tickets: $5/person. Featuring fancy sandwiches and bak-
ing, cabbage rolls, perogies, meatballs and baking for sale. Everyone is invited! 

Clothing Drive - St. Dominic’s CWL is holding a winter clothing drive for the needy. If you have any gently used clean win-
ter clothing (coats, jackets, hats, mittens, boots, sweaters, etc.) or new socks or underwear, please drop them off at the 
church on Sunday, December 3 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. There will be someone there to accept your donations. For 
more information, please call Kathy DePaulo at 626-6975. 

Christmas Concert - Lakehead Choral Group presents “Spirit of Christmas” on Wednesday, December 6
th

 at 7:30 p.m. 
at St. Agnes Church, corner of Mary and Brown Sts. A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the RFDA (Regional Food 
Distribution Association). Tickets are $15 in advance ($18 at the door) and are available from Rollason Flowers, Music 
World Academy, Finnish Bookstore/Kitchen Nook, any LCG member (Susan Soldan) or by calling 577-1224. Come out and 
catch “The Spirit of Christmas!” 

League of Ukrainian Canadians & Chaban Ukrainian Dance Group present “Malanka: New Year’s Celebration, 
Saturday, January 27, 2018 at the Port Arthur Polish Alliance Hall, 102 S. Court St. Symposium: 6:00 p.m.; Din-
ner: 7:00 p.m. Entertainment by Chaban Ukrainian Dance Group and live band ‘Zirka’ from Toronto. Tickets are 
$75/person. For table reservations, contact: Doug Chorkawy @ 621-1593 or Hanya Cvornjek @ 344-3136. 

 

 
Become Aware of Your Hunger 

I 
n our rich Byzantine tradition, this season is properly  
referred to as “Pylypivka” or St. Philip’s Fast. So, 
the question comes to mind: should we fast or not? 

For many centuries, long periods of fasting preceded every 
major feast day. It is not so much the norm in modern times 
except during Great Lent. The question continues: should this 
be a time of some self-denial and some fasting? What might 
be the motivation for fasting during this preparatory period? 

   Some say that when you fast, you stand in solidarity with 
people who are hungry all over the world. The problem of 
hunger is vast, difficult, and painful for everyone. But while 
all of that may be one reason for fasting, there is yet another 
reason that is present in the Christian tradition: if you hope to 
be filled at Christmas, you have to be aware of your empti-
ness before Christmas. You have to know what you hunger 
for; you have to understand that there are voids in your life.  

   When we fast, we become aware of the things that are not 
yet, those ‘emptinesses’ and spaces within us that, we hope, 
Christmas will, in some way, fill or at least transform. Enjoy 
this special and holy time of preparation, and may you all 
have a blessed and fulfilling Christmas! 

Holy Cross Golden Agers 
Attention all members! Our regular monthly meeting is on 
Thursday, November 30 at 1:30 p.m. preceded by a bean-
bag tournament starting at 12:30 p.m. Following the meet-
ing, bingo will take place as usual. Refreshments will be 
available also. See you there! 

Thursday, December 14 is the date for our final get-
together for 2017. Regular activities happen at the usual 
time followed by our annual free Christmas dinner along 
with raffles, sing-alongs, and lots of fun! Members are re-
quested to bring donations for the Thunder Bay Food Bank.  

There will not be a bus to Grand Portage in December; 
however, if there is enough interest, there will be one 
scheduled for January 17, 2018. Please feel free to contact 
Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann Opaski (577-2805) be-
tween now and early January to book your seat. Non-
members are invited also. This is a free service. All we ask 
is that you be at the church no later than 3:45 p.m.  

    St. George’s Society 

Thanks to all members who helped in any way with last 
week’s Pyrohy Making. Your assistance was appreciated. 

Our annual ‘Grey Cup Meeting and Social’ will take place 
on Sunday beginning at 4:30 p.m. Please plan to attend 
and share in the food and festivities! 

There is no bingo scheduled for December. However, the 
next bingo training session will take place at Superior 
Shores on Sunday, December 17 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
We could use a few more members to do so in order to 
expand our pool of volunteers. All parishioners are also 
welcome to take the training and help at bingos. Thank you 
for your cooperation and support. 

“A Good Samaritan is not simply one 
whose heart is touched in an immediate 

act of care and charity, but one who 
provides a system of sustained care.” 

 ~ as quoted by James A. Forbes 

 

Have you considered including your parish in your will? A will is an expression of your commitment to the people and groups 
that you cherish here on earth. As a supporter of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, a bequest in your will ensures that Holy Cross 
Parish will continue to thrive after you are gone. Donations can also be made to St. George’s Society Scholarship Fund. 
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O ne day, a lawyer asked Jesus what he had to do to have 
eternal life. When Jesus asked him what God's Law 

said, the lawyer answered, "Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and love your neighbour as yourself." Jesus an-
swered, "You are right. Do this and you will live." But the 
man wanted to make himself look good, so he asked Jesus 
another question. "Who is my neighbour?" he asked. 

To answer this question, Jesus told a story about a man who 
was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was attacked 
by robbers. They beat him, took his money, stripped him of his 
clothes, and left him beside the road to die. 

A priest came by and when he saw the man, he crossed over 
to the other side of the road and continued on his way. 

A little while later, a Levite, a man who worked in the tem-
ple, came along. He also saw the same man lying there, but 
passed by on the other side of the road. 

Finally, a man from Samaria came along, and when he saw the 
man, he stopped to help him. He put medicine on his wounds 
and wrapped them with bandages. That isn't all. He took the 
man to an inn and took care of him. The next day, he gave 
the innkeeper some money and told him to take care of the 
man. "Give him anything he needs. If it costs more than I 
have given you, I will pay you the next time I am here." 

Then Jesus asked, "Which of these three men was a neigh-
bour to the man who was attacked by the robbers." 

The lawyer answered, "The one who helped him." 

"You are right," said Jesus, "now you go and do the same." 

The world is full of people today who are in desperate need of 
a neighbour. "Won't you be my neighbour?" they ask.  Just as 
the Good Samaritan in the story helped the one in need, Jesus 
says to you and me, "Go and do the same." 

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 

Who Is My Neighbour?          Source: www.preparingforeternity.com 

A mong the Jews the question, "Who is my neighbour?" caused endless dispute. They had no doubt as to the heathen and the 
Samaritans. These were strangers and enemies. But where should the distinction be made among the people of their own na-

tion and among the different classes of society? Whom should the priest, the rabbi, the elder, regard as neighbour? They spent 
their lives in a round of ceremonies to make themselves pure. Contact with the ignorant and careless multitude, they taught, would 
cause defilement that would require wearisome effort to remove. Were they to regard the "unclean" as neighbours?  

This question Christ answered in the parable of the good Samaritan. He showed that our neighbour does not mean merely one of 
the church or faith to which we belong. It has no reference to race, colour, or class distinction. Our neighbour is every person who 
needs our help. Our neighbour is every soul who is wounded and bruised by the adversary. Our neighbour is every one who is the 
property of God.  

There are those who would think it lowering to their dignity to minister to suffering humanity. Many look with indifference and 
contempt upon those who have laid the temple of the soul in ruins. Others neglect the poor from a different motive. They are 
working, as they believe, in the cause of Christ, seeking to build up some worthy enterprise. They feel that they are doing a great 
work, and they cannot stop to notice the wants of the needy and distressed. In advancing their supposedly great work they may 
even oppress the poor. They may place them in hard and trying circumstances, deprive them of their rights, or neglect their needs. 
Yet they feel that all this is justifiable because they are, as they think, advancing the cause of Christ.  

Many will allow a brother or a neighbour to struggle unaided under adverse circumstances. Because they profess to be Christians 
he may be led to think that in their cold selfishness they are representing Christ. Because the Lord's professed servants are not in 
co-operation with Him, the love of God, which should flow forth from them, is in great degree cut off from their fellow men. And 
a large revenue of praise and thanksgiving from human hearts and human lips is prevented from flowing back to God. He is 
robbed of the glory due to His holy name. He is robbed of the souls for whom Christ died, souls whom He longs to bring into His 
kingdom to dwell in His presence through endless ages.  

Love is the basis of godliness. Whatever the profession, no man has pure love to God unless he has unselfish love for his brother. 
But we can never come into possession of this spirit by trying to love others. What is needed is the love of Christ in the heart. 
When self is merged in Christ, love springs forth spontaneously. The completeness of Christian character is attained when the 
impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from within -- when the sunshine of heaven fills the heart and is revealed in 
the countenance.  

It is not possible for the heart in which Christ abides to be destitute of love. If we love God because He first loved us, we shall 
love all for whom Christ died. We cannot come in touch with divinity without coming in touch with humanity; for in Him who 
sits upon the throne of the universe, divinity and humanity are combined. Connected with Christ, we are connected with our fel-
low men by the golden links of the chain of love. Then the pity and compassion of Christ will be manifest in our life. We shall not 
wait to have the needy and unfortunate brought to us. We shall not need to be entreated to feel for the woes of others. It will be as 
natural for us to minister to the needy and suffering as it was for Christ to go about doing good.  

Wherever there is an impulse of love and sympathy, wherever the heart reaches out to bless and uplift others, there is revealed the 
working of God's Holy Spirit. In the depths of heathenism, men who have had no knowledge of the written law of God, who have 
never even heard the name of Christ, have been kind to His servants, protecting them at the risk of their own lives. Their acts 
show the working of a divine power. The Holy Spirit has implanted the grace of Christ in the heart of the savage, quickening his 
sympathies contrary to his nature, contrary to his education. The "Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world" (John 1:9), is shining in his soul; and this light, if heeded, will guide his feet to the kingdom of God.  


