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F OLLOWING THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD, Saint John the Baptist 
was locked up in prison by Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch (ruler of one 

fourth of the Holy Land) and governor of Galilee. (After the death of king 
Herod the Great, the Romans divided the territory of Palestine into four parts, 
and put a governor in charge of each part. Herod Antipas received Galilee 
from the emperor Augustus).  

The prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for having 
left his lawful wife, the daughter of the Arabian king Aretas, 
and then instead cohabiting with Herodias, the wife of his 
brother Philip (Luke 3:19-20). On his birthday, Herod made a 
feast for dignitaries, the elders and a thousand chief citizens. 
Salome, the daughter of Herod, danced before the guests and 
charmed Herod. In gratitude to the girl, he swore to give her 
whatever she would ask, up to half his kingdom. The vile girl 

on the advice of her wicked mother Herodias asked that she be given the head 
of John the Baptist on a platter. Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the 
wrath of God for the murder of a prophet, whom earlier he had heeded. He 
also feared the people, who loved the holy Forerunner. But because of the 
guests and his careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the head of Saint John 
and to give it to Salome.  

According to Tradition, the mouth of the dead preacher of repentance once 
more opened and proclaimed: “Herod, you should not have the wife of your 
brother Philip.” Salome took the platter with the head of Saint John and gave it 
to her mother. The frenzied Herodias repeatedly stabbed the tongue of the 
prophet with a needle and buried his holy head in a unclean place. But the pi-
ous Joanna, wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, buried the head of John the Bap-
tist in an earthen vessel on the Mount of Olives, where Herod had a parcel of 
land. The holy body of John the Baptist was taken that night by his disciples 
and buried at Sebastia, there where the wicked deed had been done.  

After the murder of Saint John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern for a 
certain time. Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, later sent Jesus Christ to him, 
Whom he mocked (Luke 23:7-12).  

The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and Salome, even during 
their earthly life. Salome, crossing the River Sikoris in winter, fell through the 
ice. The ice gave way in such a way that her body was in the water, but her 
head was trapped above the ice. It was similar to how she once had danced 
with her feet upon the ground, but now she flailed helplessly in the icy water. 
Thus she was trapped until that time when the sharp ice cut through her neck. 
Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to Herod and Herodias, as 
once they had brought them the head of Saint John the Baptist. The Arab king 
Aretas, in revenge for the disrespect shown his daughter, made war against 
Herod. The defeated Herod suffered the wrath of the Roman emperor Caius 
Caligula (37-41) and was exiled with Herodias first to Gaul, and then to Spain.  
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S O BEGINS THE FIRST LINE of a beloved hymn that we sing in our 
church on the feast of the Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord, God and 

Saviour Jesus Christ (August 6) and during its post-feast of eight days. Scrip-
ture tells us (in the Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke) how Je-
sus took Peter, James, and John and led them up on a high mountain where 
“He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His 
clothes became as white as light.” 

According to Christian tradition, Mount Tabor is 
the site where the Transfiguration took place. Situ-
ated in northern Israel, about 18 kilometres (11 
miles) west of the Sea of Galilee, it suddenly rises 
from rather flat surroundings and reaching a 
height of 575 metres (1, 886 feet). It is referred to 
as a “monadnock” — an isolated hill or small 
mountain rising abruptly from gently slopping or 

level surrounding land, and is not volcanic. 

The mountain is mentioned for the first time in the Hebrew Bible, in Joshua 
19:22, as border of three tribes: Zebulun, Issachar and Naphtali. It is the site 
of the Battle of Mount Tabor between the Israelite army under the leadership 
of Barak and the army of the Canaanite king of Hazor, Jabin, commanded by 
Sisera. In modern times, at its top, there are two Christian monasteries, one 
Greek Orthodox on the northeast side and one Roman Catholic on the south-
east side. The Catholic church at the top is easily visible from afar.  

From the late times of the Roman province Judaea (6 – 135 AD) and on, the 
writers of the Christian New Testament relate that Jesus had brought Peter, 
James, and John his brother into a high mountain apart, and that Jesus be-
came radiant there. However, none of these accounts identifies the "high 
mountain" of the scene by name. The earliest identification of the Mount of 
Transfiguration as Tabor is by Origen in the 3

rd
 century. This early specula-

tion is recounted by St. Cyril of Jerusalem and St. Jerome in the 4
th
 century.  

 

O Holy Tabor, mountain of glory, 
Shining in splendor on that great day 

More brilliant than the sun in the heavens, 
Christ on your summit, God in our midst. 
Christ in His glory, bringing salvation, 

Light of the Father to every nation, 
Saviour and King, Beloved Son. 
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  Even though Christ is present among us in many ways, His most profound 
presence in and among us is in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. He is 
especially present there to unite us, and to manifest the unity and the catholici-
ty of the Church. 

  Through the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the Church continues to 
become Church and manifested as Church. The Divine Liturgy, therefore, is 
not only a sign of unity but also the cause of unity uniting Christians into be-
ing Church. And where there is a cessation (stoppage) of the celebration of the 
Divine Liturgy, in time the Church in a given area could cease to exist. There-
fore, the importance of the Divine Liturgy cannot be underestimated. 

  The chief purposes of the Divine Liturgy are to adore God as our Creator 
and Lord, to thank Him for all His gifts, to ask Him for His graces and bless-
ings, and to obtain remission of our sins. 

  Ukrainian Catholics are obliged to attend Divine Liturgy every Sunday 
(Saturday evening). God’s 3rd Commandment (“Remember to keep holy the 
Lord’s day”) and the Ukrainian Catholic Church’s 2nd commandment (“To 
hear Divine Liturgy on Sundays and holy days of obligation”) impose this ob-
ligation on us.  

  We should attend and assist at Divine Liturgy with reverence, attention and 
devotion. Since Jesus Christ offers His Father the gift of His own body and 
Blood, and since He incorporates us into His own offering, we should be pre-
sent at the Divine Liturgy with devotedness and deep concentration. 

  A Divine Liturgy can be offered for anyone, living or dead, or for a good 
intention, such as a birthday, an anniversary, for good health, for healing, etc. 

  In the Byzantine Rite, there are two styles of celebrating the 
Liturgy; the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, celebrated most of 
the time, and the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, celebrated only 
ten times during the year: on Christmas Eve, St. Basil’s feast 
day (January 1), the Eve of Theophany (January 5), on the five 
Sundays of Great Lent, Holy Thursday, and Holy Saturday. 

  Through the Sacrifice of the Divine Liturgy, Christ enables us to offer per-
fect worship and be perfectly united with God. For in the Divine Liturgy the 
perfect gift of Christ is offered, and united with Him — and this means partic-
ularly by receiving Him in Holy Communion — we offer ourselves as gifts to 
God. This enables us to offer to God supreme and perfect worship, an unsur-
passed worship. Here is where we are actually united with His Body, and thus, 
with one another, making us the Body of Christ, His Church, and brothers and 
sisters of one another. It is the fulfillment of the blessedness of eating bread in 
the banquet feast of God’s Kingdom (cf. Luke 14:15). 
 
~ Rev. Anthony Holowaychuk, OSBM, Catholic Faith Guide: Presenting the Catholic Faith 
in the context of the Byzantine Ukrainian Rite, 1990. 
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W HAT DID ST. PAUL MEAN when he wrote, “I have been 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me” (Galatians 2:20)? How was he crucified with Christ? 
In the sacramental sense, he was “crucified” the same way we 
were: through baptism. In this mystery the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ are mystically represented. We are buried in Christ 
when we are immersed (buried) in the water. We are resurrect-
ed with Him when we are raised up out of the font. 

This is not simply an attempt to paint a picture of Christ’s burial and resurrec-
tion. These events, like the incarnation, the ascension and all the mysteries of 
Christ’s work for us are neither abstract ideas nor even moments from the past. 
They are, to be sure, historical events which happened once in time, but which 
possess all the power of eternity. Their effect exists in “God’s time,” which is 
not limited to our earthly limitations of space or the passage of days. Through 
the holy mysteries – especially baptism and the Eucharist – we are able to 
connect with the saving events of the incarnation. We do not simply think about 
them as past, we unite with them as ever-present in what they have accom-
plished: our union with God in Jesus Christ. 

In Acts 9, we read that Paul was baptized in Damascus by Ananias three days 
after his life-changing encounter with Christ. His attachment to the Law of Mo-
ses died as a result of that encounter. He had always been a religious man, 
but until that time his religious energy was focused on keeping the precepts of 
the Torah. Paul’s reliance on the Law died when he encountered Christ. His 
energy was now focused on preaching Christ crucified and risen as the way to 
God for all, Jew and Gentile. As he wrote in Galatians 2:19, “For I through the 
law died to the law that I might live to God.” 

DYING TO SELF 

But Paul did not simply say, “My reliance on the Law has been crucified” but 
that “I have been crucified…it is no longer I who live.” In this he seems to be 
responding to the call of Christ recorded in the Gospels: “If anyone desires to 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me” (Matthew 16:24). A follower of Christ, then, should be prepared to imitate 
the Master’s way of life. 

Paul depicts the Lord’s fundamental act of self-denial, the incarnation, as set-
ting a pattern for our life. “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Je-
sus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with 
God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and 
coming in the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:5-7). Paul lived in imitation of this 
as he went about the Roman Empire preaching Christ but assuring his own 
livelihood so that he would not seem to be in the preaching business. 

Serving others in the spirit of Christ was quickly seen as an important, perhaps 
the primary, way of letting Christ live in the believer. The image of Christ wash-
ing His disciples’ feet was imitated liturgically in Christian history and is prac-
ticed in all the apostolic Churches to this day. The head of the community 
(bishop, abbot, pastor) washes the feet of those he serves as a reminder that 
all leadership in the Church should be viewed as humble service. 

Source: www.melkite.org 
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